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ANSWERS   TO  OUR  DIARY 
QUESTIONS 

should  be  sent  in  by  home  subscribers  before  December  31.  The 
questions  appear  to  be  attractive,  and  the  results  are  likely 
to  be  of  greater  interest  than  usual.  Each  copy  of  The  Diabv 
•ontains  a  coupon,  and  the  card  attached  to  it  has  spaces  for  the 
replies.    We  are  to  give  10?.  10s.  in  prizes. 


CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAYS. 

The  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Dkuggist  at  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C  ,  will  be  closed  from  Friday  evening,  December  22, 
until  Wednesday  morning,  December  27.  Applications  for  Supple- 
inents  or  any  other  enquiries  which  are  desired  to  be  attended  to 
before  Christmas  should  be  received  not  later  than  the  first  post 
on  Friday  morning. 

OUR  WINTER  ISSUE. 

This  falls  on  January  27,  1900.  The  publisher  has  commenced 
his  preparations  for  it,  and  an  original  illuminated  cover  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  printers.  "  We  mention  that  fact  to  show  that  the 
time  is  ripe  for  giving  orders  for  circulars,  price-lists,  or  other 
insets,  which  firms  may  think  of  inserting  in  our  Winter  issue' 
The  C.  &  D.  publisher  has  printed  instructions^  regard  to  the 
"make-up"  of  insets,  which  should  be  obtained.  We  may  add 
that  rough  ideas  for  insets  can  be  worked  up  by  our  artists,  if 
desired. 


Summary. 


Bovril  (Limited)  describe  the  evolution  of  the  bullock 
and  his  brother  foster  (p.  1000). 

There  are  fresh  designs  for  tha  alteration  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  by-laws  (p.  989). 

Parke's  Drug  Stores  (  Limited)  have  not  done  so  well 
this  past  year,  the  directors  sav  (p  999). 

Commercial  Ammonia- products  appear  not  to  be  suffi- 
ciently freed  from  tarry  matters  (p.  1000). 

The  Ashton-under-Lyne  Homceopath  has  been  held  to 
have  infringed  the  Apothecaries  Act  (p  996). 

Mr.  Mackenzie  Davidson,  the  Rontgen-ray  authority, 
describes  recent  advances  in  the  new  science  (p.  990). 

Two  Brothers  of  the  late  Mr  David  Donald,  Perth,  are 
in  litigation  regarding  their  shares  of  his  estate  (p.  997). 

Several  Excellent  Dispensing  notes  were  discussed 
by  Liverpool  students  last  week,  and  are  reported  on  p.  991. 

The  Batavian  Quinine-auctions  still  command  in- 
terest, and  we  give  further]particularsJabout  them  on  p.  1004. 

The  Saccharin  Corporation  has  won  a  case  in  the 
High  Couit,  in  which  the  validity  of  Monnet's  patent  was 
disputed  (p.  995). 

From  the  Seat  of  War  we  have  several  pieces  of  in- 
teresting information,  including  a  picture  of  a  siege-train 
pharmacy  (p.  978). 

Assistants  who  apply  for  situations  should  take  some 
pains  with  their  letters  of  application.  This  is  the  moral  of 
a  letter  on  p.  1001. 

Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Stanford,  the  well-known  iodine-manufac- 
turer, and  a  former  s'udent  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  died 
last  Saturday  (p.  979). 

Mr.  Boot  denies  that  he  is  "  patting  his  house  in  order  " 
in  view  of  amendment  of  the  Companies  Acts  (p.  1000). 
His  local  views  are  criticised  on  p.  988. 

A  Mixture  of  lead  acetite,  bismuth  oxynitrate,  and 
tartar  emetic  was  given  in  our  Students'  Corner  last  time. 
It  proved  stiff  fcr  many  competitors  (p.  970). 

The  Birmingham  Stipendiary  has  advised  the  city 
chemists  to  be  more  careful  in  testing  their  drugs.  They 
should  get  Proctor's  "  Testing  Manual''  (p.  996). 

Camphorated  Oil,  magnesia,  milk  of  sulphur,  olive  oil, 
and  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  are  the  articles  which  figure  in 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  proceedings  this  week  (p.  995). 

Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  gives  facts  and  figures  to  show  that 
asafetida  of  B  P.  quality  is  unobtainable.  His  article  on 
p  983  is  a  timely  warning  to  public  analysts.  See  also  p. 
989. 

Sulphates  of  Bismuth  and  the  reactions  between 
sulphuric  acid  and  potassium  ferrocyanide  were  the  most 
interesting  subjects  at  the  Chemical  Society  last  week 
(p.  990). 

The  B  P.C.  Formulary  is  again  on  the  stocks.  Mr.  N. 
H.  Martin  is  the  new  chiirman  cf  the  committee,  and 
Messrs  Peter  Boa  and  H.  Wilson  (Southampton)  the  new 
members  (p.  977) 

Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  has  carried  Bournemouth  chemists  with 
him  in  regard  to  the  way  to  deal  with  company- pharmacy 
(p  994).  Edinburgh  chemists  have  expressed  their  views  on 
the  subject  (p.  992). 

Quinine  and  a  few  other  alkaloids  are  dearer;  German 
camphor  is  again  cheaper,  and  trade  generally  is  good  for 
the  season.  A  report  of  the  annual  castorum-sales  is 
included  in  our  Trade  Report  (p.  1005). 

It  is  Proposed  to  re-convert  the  Chemists'  Aerated  and 
Mineral  Water  Association  (Limited)  into  a  new  company — 
Camwal  (Limited) — with  a  capital  of  a  quarter  of  a  million, 
and  to  push  the  business  amongst  hotels,  &c.  (p.  999). 
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Stuoents'  Corner. 

Conducted  by  Richabd  J.  Moss,  F.I.C.,  F.O.S. 


Analytical  Tournament. — During  the  six  months  October,  1899, 
to  March,  1900,  the  marks  obtained  by  competitors  will 
be  recorded  month  by  month,  and  the  three  candidates  who 
obtain  the  highest  aggregates  of  marks  in  the  period  will  be 
awarded  special  prizes.  First  21.  2s.,  second  11.  Is.,  and 
third  10s.  6d.,  in  books,  with  certificates.  Competitors  using 
a,nom  deplume  are  requested  to  adhere  to  one  name  through- 
out the  term. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form 
the  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic 
examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and 
proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the 
only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  December  20, 
and  the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
January  6,  1900,  thus  allowing  a  week  longer  than  usual  for 
the  analysis  in  consequence  of  the  Christmas  holidays. 
Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the  work 
done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents  detected. 
In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  accidental  im- 
purity should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential  constituents 
of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Repoets. 

The  mixture  of  salts  sent  to  correspondents  last  month 
contained  six  parts  of  lead  acetate,  two  parts  of  bismuth 
oxynitrate,  and  two  parts  of  antimony  potassium  tartrate. 

The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is — 

Pb   32-77 

Bi   1373 

Sb   711 

K   2-28 

N03   405 

C2H30   18  68 

0^0^    8-63 

O    1-98 

H20    10-77 

100  00 


A  trace  of  calcium  and  a  very  slight  trace  of  iron  were  present 
as  impurities. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  sent  to  142  applicants,  and 
75  reports  of  analyses  were  received  in  reply. 

All  our  correspondents,  with  one  exception,  detected 
lead,  but  in  the  case  of  the  other  constituents  there 
were  the  following  failures — viz.,  nitric  acid,  36;  bis- 
muth, 30;  tartaric  acid,  30;  acetic  acid,  16;  antimony, 
19;  potassium,  13.  As  these  figures  show,  the  exercise 
was  by  no  means  an  easy  one.  Some  of  the  reports 
received  are  most  creditable;  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  several  which  reveal  no  very  lofty  ideas  of  the  nature 
of  chemical  analysis  or  the  functions  of  the  analyst. 
The  writers  seem  to  think  that  chemical  analysis  consists  in 
the  application  of  certain  tests,  the  results  of  which  are  to 
be  interpreted  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  a  text- 
book with  as  little  trouble  to  the  operator  as  possible,  and 
the  exercise  of  a  minimum  amount  of  intelligence.  This  is 
a  complete  mistake.  Chemical  analysis  oannot  be  success- 
fully pursued  without  the  exercise  of  a  considerable  amount 


of  intelligence ;  it  makes  demands  upon  almost  every 
branch  of  chemical  knowledge — general,  physical,  theo- 
retical, and  practical.  Chemical  analysis  is  a  branch  of 
applied  chemistry  in  which  advantage  is  taken  of  almost 
every  property  of  matter.  We  hope  our  correspondents  will 
not  allow  their  work  to  degenerate  into  mere  "  test-tubing," 
as  it  has  been  appropriately  called,  but  that  they  will  regard 
each  analysis  as  a  piece  of  research  requiring  thought  and 
originality.  A  complete  chemical  analysis  would,  of  course, 
include  quantitative  determinations,  and  such  determina- 
tions imply  the  complete  isolation  of  the  constituents  of  a 
substance,  or  at  least  their  removal  from  associated  bodies 
in  some  definite  chemical  combination.  Unfortunately 
tae  conditions  under  which  many  of  our  corre- 
spondents carry  on  their  studies  do  not  admit  of 
their  engaging  in  quantitative  work,  but  we  would  ask  our 
readers  to  aim  at  results  a3  nearly  quantitative  as  possible, 
without  actually  resorting  to  weighing  or  measuring.  In 
dealing  with  the  constituents  of  a  mixture  the  aim  should 
be  to  isolate  each  constituent  in  some  definite  chemical 
form — first  in  groups,  if  necessary,  afterwards  individually. 
After  this  isolation  has  been  effected  the  isolated  body 
should  be  identified  by  its  properties,  remembering  that  one 
characteristic  peculiarity  may  afford  more  conclusive  proof 
of  identity  than  a  dozen  features  that  are  not  peculiar  to 
the  substance  in  question. 

A  good  many  of  the  reports  before  us  show  that  the  heavy 
metals  were  not  completely  precipitated  by  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  With  a  certain  proportion  of  free  acid  in  the 
solution,  no  amount  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  would  com- 
pletely remove  the  bismuth  :  ib  was  necessary  to  dilute  the 
solution  liberally  with  water. 

The  examination  of  the  powder  for  the  acids  presented 
some  difficulties,  and  required  the  exercise  of  a  good  deal 
of  intelligence.  Boiling  with  sodium  carbonate  did  not 
remove  antimony.  The  best  results  were  obtained  by 
removing  the  heavy  metals  by  precipitation  with  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  It  was  possible  to  effect  this  object  without  the 
addition  of  an  acid.  By  suspending  the  powder  in  water, 
and  passing  sulphuretted  hydrogen  through  the  liquid,  with 
occasional  warming,  the  heavy  metals  were  completely, 
though  slowly,  removed.  The  filtrate  was  then  freed  from 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  by  warming  in  a  dish  on  the  water- 
bath,  the  acids  were  neutralised  by  the  addition  of  an  alkali, 
and  the  solution  concentrated  to  any  desired  extent.  When 
the  operation  was  properly  carried  out  the  loss  of  volatile 
acids  was  very  small,  and  no  extraneous  saline  matter  was 
introduced — an  important  point  in  the  precipitation  of  such 
substances  as  calcium  tartrate. 

Pbizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
E.  H.  Habby,  57  Old  Town,  Clapham,  S.W. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

A.  E.  King,  c/o  Messrs.  Fuller  &  Co.,  Norwich. 

MASKS  AWAEDED  FOB  ANALYSES. 


E.  H.  Harry  (1st  prize)  . 

..  100 

Tellurium  

...  94 

A.  E  King  (2nd  prize)  . 

..  99 

Welburn   

...  94 

A.  E.  Beeston 

..  98 

A.  C.  Watmoughe... 

...  93 

Eros  

..  97 

Ilex  

...  93 

Esserine   

..  96 

Turps 

...  93 

Aberthaw  

..  96 

Cumbriana ... 

...  93 

Algol   

.  96 

G.  F.  Godson 

...  93 

R.  R.  B  

..  95 

Mycelium  ... 

...  93 

W.  Maxwell 

.  95 

Phenalgin  

...  92 

J.  R.  Stott  

.  95 

Oleum 

...  89 

Leven 

.  95 

Hopeful   

..  88 

H.  M  

.  95 

Metaphenylediamine 

...  87 

Buller   

.  94 

Londoner  ... 

...  86 

Baden-Powell 

.  94 

A.  P.  Miller  

...  85 

H.  W.  Green 

.  94 

Vinco   

...  83 
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Tsewh   

...  82 

A.  S.  Reid  

...  56 

J.  S.  H  

...  82 

Cave ... 

...  55 

Uranus 

...  81 

Phlogiston  

...  54 

Acetanilide  

...  80 

Tyke  

...  52 

E.  T.  S  

...  79 

Eosa  

...  50 

Epoc  .. 

...  78 

J.  Pron   

...  47 

Marcus 

...  77 

Longtome  ... 

...  45 

L.  P.  

...  76 

Ladysmith  

...  43 

Salebia 

...  75 

Japoconiture 

...  42 

E.  M.  Leese 

...  75 

First  Attempt 

...  41 

R.  H.  Sutton 

...  74 

Yenton 

...  40 

E.  Irving   

...  73 

Katie  A.  Nicholls  ... 

...  37 

A.  C.  P  

...  72 

A.  E.  B  

...  35 

J.  B.  Tillott.  

...  71 

T.  Yates   

...  32 

W.  Parkinson 

...  71 

C.  C.  D.  D  

...  30 

H.  L.  Can-  

...  70 

Hawthorn  ... 

...  28 

Lambda 

...  68 

Heron   

..  25 

Glycol   

...  67 

Y.E.Wilson 

...  23 

Ionone 

...  66 

Alec  

...  20 

S.  V.  E  

...  65 

Sapere  aude 

...  20 

N.  L.  Fraser 

...  63 

Kachin   

...  20 

T.  N.  Martlew 

...  60 

J.  E.  Schofield 

...  10 

E.B  

...  58 

To  Correspondents. 

Prizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize. 

Note. — All  communications  should  include  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers. 

Turps. — The  powder  turned  strong  sulphuric  acid  a  dark- 
brown  colour  when  heated  with  it. 

Buller  and  Baden-Powell. — The  exigencies  of  war,  no 
doubt,  compel  you  to  work  together,  but  we  should  like  to  see  a 
little  originality  in  your  work  :  your  two  reports  are  identical  in 
every  respect  except  the  handwriting  and  a  single  word. 

Oleum. — You  will  find,  on  comparing  the  different  methods  of 
applying  the  ferrous- sulphate  test  for  nitric  acid,  tint  the  best 
results  are  obtained  by  first  adding  the  ferrous  sulphate  in  the 
solid  form,  and,  after  most  of  it  has  dissolved,  cautiously  adding 
strong  sulphuric  acid,  by  means  of  a  pipette,  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  solution.  The  object  to  be  attained  is  to  liberate  nitric  acid, 
reduce  it,  and  dissolve  the  resulting  nitric  oxide  in  ferrous- 
sulphate  solution,  within  as  limited  an  area  as  possible.  Proceed- 
ing in  the  way  described,  the  action  takes  place  only  at  the 
juncture  of  the  two  liquids,  and  owing  to  the  wide  difference 
in  the  density  of  the  liquids  the  line  is  sharply  defined. 

Hopeful. — The  original  powder  had  a  distinct  acetic-acid 
odour,  which  should  have  been  detected.  The  odour  was  greatly 
intensified  by  treatment  with  an  acid.  Contrary  to  your  state- 
ment, cacodyl  was  abundantly  evolved  when  the  powder  was 
heated  with  arsenious  anhydride. 

Metaphenylediamine.— See  remarks  to  "Hopeful."  You  do 
not  mention  any  test  that  would  have  shown  an  aoetate  to  be 
present  or  absent. 

Londoner. — The  light  colour  of  the  precipitate  you  obtained 
with  sulphuretted  hydrogen  shows  that  you  failed  to  completely 
precipitate  the  heavy  metals. 

Alfred  E.  Miller.— The  carbonisation  of  the  powder  was 
accompanied  by  a  much  more  marked  empyreumatic  odour  than 
an  acetate  would  account  for.  You  omitted  to  try  the  effect  of 
calcium  chloride  with  the  solution  prepared  for  the  detection  of 
the  acids. 

Vinco. — The  discoloration  of  sulphindigotic  acid  is  not  nearly 
as  sensitive  or  characteristic  as  the  ferrous-sulphate  test. 

Tsewh. — You  should  have  tried  whether  the  precipitate  you 
believed  consisted  of  lithium  phosphate  coloured  the  Bunsen-liame 
red. 

J.  S.  H. — The  solubility  of  antimony  in  the  sodium-carbonate 
solution  employed  to  remove'  the  heavy  metals  was  an  important 
fact  which  many  of  our  contributors  failed  to  notice. 

Uranus.— The  f>resence  of  a  tartrate  explains  the  results  you 
obtained  with  calcium  chloride.  Calcium  tartrate  separates  in 
the  crystalline  form,  and  the  formation  of  a  crystal  is  a  process  of 
growth  requiring  time. 

Acetanilide.— You  had  very  little  chance  of  detecting  so 
small  a  quantity  of  nitric  acid  by  the  reducing-action  of  eoppert 
R.  T,  S. — You  followed  a  good  method  for  the  detection  of 


bismuth,  but  it  is  not  clear  that  you  used  your  reagents  in  the 
necessary  quantity. 

Epoc  —The  plan  that  succeeded  best  for  the  detection  of 
bismuth  was  first  to  remove  lead  from  the  nitric-acid  solution  of 
the  sulphides  in  the  form  of  sulphate  with  the  aid  of  alcohol :  the 
bismuth  was  then  precipitated  from  the  filtrate  by  ammonia  as 
hydroxide. 

Marcus  — Sugar  of  lead  which  has  been  exposed  to  the  air 
contains  free  acetic  acid,  liberated  by  the  carbon  dioxide  of  the 
air :  this  would  account  in  part  for  the  acid  reaction  of  the 
powder. 

L.  P. — Your  calcium  citrate  was  simply  tartrate :  if  you  had 
allowed  sufficient  time,  all  the  tartrate  would  have  precipitated 
in  the  cold. 

E.  M.  Leese. — -We  are  sorry  you  had  to  work  under  such 
disadvantages.  It  is  pretty  clear  ithat  you  failed  to  precipitate 
the  bismuth  as  sulphide.  You  should  not  have  used  a  nitric- acid 
solution. 

E.  H.  Sutton. — The  colour  of  your  sulphuretted-hydrogen 
precipitate  shows  that  you  did  not  pass  the  gas  long  enough  to 
throw  down  the  bismuth,  or  tfhat  the  solution  was  too  strongly 
acid. 

E.  Irving.— There  was  a  great  deal  more  to  be  made  of  the 
metallic  beads  :  with  a  little  care  it  was  possible  to  ascertain  that 
they  contained  bismuth  and  antimony  as  well  as  lead. 

A.  C.  P. — See  remarks  to  E.  Irving. 

J.  B.  Tillott. — You  omitted  to  examine  the  sulphuretted- 
hydrogen  precipitate  for  antimony,  arsenic,  and  tin  by  treating  it 
with  an  alkaline  sulphide,  and  ascertaining  whether  anything  was 
dissolved. 

W.  Parkinson. — You  proved  the  presence  of  certain  substances. 
This,  however,  is  not  sufficient;  you  must  prove  that  the  sub- 
stances detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 
Bismuth  and  acetic  acid,  for  example,  should  have  been  proved 
either  present  or  absent. 

Lambda. — You  do  not  seem  to  have  made  any  attempt  to  prove 
the  presence  or  absence  of  bismuth  in  the  sulphuretted-hydrogen 
precipitate. 

Ionone. — It  would  appear  that  you  did  not  use  enough  hydro- 
chloric acid  to  completely  decompose  the  alkaline  sulphide  with 
which  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  precipitate  had  been  treated. 
If  you  consider  the  object  to  be  attained,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
acid  must  be  used  in  decided  excess. 

A.  L.  Fraser. — More  thorough  and  exhaustive  work  is  neces 
sary,  especially  in  dealing  with  the  acidulous  radicles. 

E.  B.— You  were  wrong  in  supposing  that  sulphuric  acid  had 
no  carbonising-eiiect  on  the  powder.    See  remarks  to  "  Turps." 

A,  S.  Eeld. — The  only  explanation  we  can  offer  of  your  white 
precipitate  with  ammonium  sulphide  is  that  it  consisted  of 
sulphur  derived  from  the  ammonium  sulphide  by  the  action  of 
free  acid,  which,  of  course,  would  not  be  present  if  enough 
ammonia  had  been  previously  added. 

Cave. — The  fact  of  your  obtaining  a  black  precipitate  with 
ammonium  sulphide  shows  how  imperfectly  you  had  removed  the 
heavy  metals  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

Tyke. — See  remarks  to  "  Cave." 

Rosa. — Antimony  sulphide  should  have  been  removed  from  the 
sulphuretted-hydrogen  precipitate  by  the  action  of  ammonium 
sulphide,  the  residue  dissolved  in  nitric  acid,  the  lead  then 
separated  as  sulphate,  and  the  bismuth  finally  precipitated  as 
hydroxide. 

Longtome. — It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  you  could  mistake 
any  sublimate  for  mercury,  because  the  metal  always  condenses 
in  globules,  which  coalesce  when  brought  in  contact  by  rubbing. 

Ladysmith. — Your  aluminium  precipitate  was  simply  due  to 
bismuth,  which  you  had  failed  to  precipitate  as  sulphide. 

Japoconiture. — The  easily-fusible  metals  attack  platinum. 
Salts  of  such  metals,  easily  reduced  to  the  metallic  state,  should 
not  be  heated  in  platinum  vessels.  Consult  the  article  on 
"  Fusion  "  in  Fresenius's  "  Qualitative  Analysis." 

First  Attempt. — This  was  a  rather  difficult  exercise  for  a 
beginner  :  the  next  will  be  easier.  You  do  not  give  nearly  enough 
information  about  the  work  done(  Many  of  the  reports  received 
are  five  times  as  long  as  yours. 

Yenton. — We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  form  in  which 
your  report  is  drawn  up.  You  wasted  time  and  material  in 
unnecessary  confirmatory  tests.  Try  to  completely  separate  eajh 
metallic  constituent,  and  identify  it  by  one  or  two  characteristic 
tests. 

A.  E.  B. — You  made  a  sad  mess  of  the  acids  :  it  was  hopeless 
to  identify  them  in  the  presence  of  the  heavy  metals. 


972 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  16,  1899 


T.  Yates. — You  omitted  the  very  important  preliminary 
examination  in  tlie  dry  way.  You  should  have  allowed  the 
hydrochloric-acid  solution  to  cool,  to  see  if  lead  chloride  would 
precipitate. 

Hawthorn. — The  blowpipe-test,  depending  upon  ignition  with  a 
cobalt  salt,  is  of  very  limited  application.  It  can  only  be  used 
with  white  infusible  bodies,  such  as  oxides,  phosphates,  and  silica. 
The  application  of  the  test  to  a  coloured  or  readily-fusible  sub- 
stance is  a  senseless  proceeding. 

Heron. — You  ascertained  in  your  first  experiment  that  an 
organic  salt  was  present,  but  in  your  final  results  you  omit  any 
reference  to  organic  substances. 

Y.  E.  Wilson. — Before  concluding  that  the  blackening  of  the 
powder  by  heat  was  due  to  the  formation  of  an  oxide  of  lead  you 
ought  to  have  considered  whether  there  was  such  a  substance  as  a 
black  oxide  of  lead.  If  you  had  attributed  the  blackening  to  the 
formation  of  "  blacklead "  it  would  have  been  nearer  to  the 
mark. 

Sapebe  aude. — You  should  study  analytical  reactions  experi- 
mentally with  salts  of  known  composition.  Your  ideas  of  the 
reactions  of  mercury  seem  to  be  derived  from  your  text-book, 
instead  of  from  actual  experiments  with  salts  of  mercury. 

Kachin. — See  remarks  to  "  Hawthorn"  and  "  Sapere  aude." 


The  Toubnament. 
This  is  the  second  competition  of  the  tournament  men- 
tioned in  the  prefatory  note.  The  following  is  a  list  of  those 
who  have  made  90  per  cent,  at  least  in  the  two  competitions. 
There  may  be  others  who  have  used  a  distinct  nom  de  plume 
in  each  competition  :  — 


A.  E.  King 

...  199 

Buller   

186 

A.  E.  Beeston 

...  194 

Baden-Powell 

186 

R.  R.  B  

...  193 

Aberthaw  

184 

Leven   

...  192 

Algol   

182 

E.H.  H  

...  191 

Phenalgin  

182 

Welburn  ... 

...  190 

J.  S.  Hill  

181 

Tellurium  ... 

...  189 

Metaphenylenediamine  .. 

181 

Cumbriana 

...  188 

Hopeful   

W.  Stott  

180 

Eros   

...  187 

180 

H.  M  

...  186 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  first  prizeman  on  this  occasion 
had  only  91  per  cent,  last  time,  and  three  of  those  who 
figure  in  the  90-per-cent.  list  had  less  than  that  percentage, 
so  that  there  is  every  encouragement  for  competitors  to  peg 

away. 


3£noit0b  IRews, 


Local  newspapers  containing  marhed'items  of  nezvs  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Institute  of  Chemistry. 

Amongst  the  Fellows  who  have  recently  been  elected  are 
three  pharmaceutical  chemists — viz.,  Messrs.  Peter  Auchi- 
nochie,  136  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W. ;  A.  E  Ekins,  St.  Albans; 
and  F.  Hudson  Cox,  Bradford.  Mr.  A  H.  M.  Muter,  son  of 
Dr.  Muter,  Kenningtoa,  bas  also  been  elected.  Mr.  Ernest 
Gouldiog,  B  Sc.,  Ph.C,  of  the  Imperial  Institute  research 
staff,  has  been  elected  an  associate 

Chemists'  Defence. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Chemists'  Association, 
held  on  December  7  the  adjourned  discussion  on  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Association  was  resumed,  and  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  passed  unanimously: — 

That  this  Association,  having  carefully  considered  the  objects, 
rules,  &c,  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  AssocHtion,  recommends  it 
to  the  favourable  consideration'  of  its  members  and  chemists 
generally. 

Postal  Changes. 

The  postage  to  be  prepaid  on  parcels  for  Jamaica  is  now  : 
For  each  parcel  weighing  Dot  over  3  lbs  ,  Is. ;  over  3  lbs.,  but 
not  over  7  lbs  ,  2s. ;  over  7  ibs.,  but  not  over  11  lbs.,  3s.  The 
postage  on  parcels  from  Jamaica  for  the  United  Kingdom  is 
the  same.    On  pages  256  to  258  of  the  Diaet  are  given  full 


information  on  all  postal  matters,  and  there  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  foimer  rate  for  parcels  to  Jamaica  was  9d.  per  lb. 
up  to  11  lbs. 

Contracts. 

Mr.  John  Cossey,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  secured  the 
contract  for  the  supply  of  trusses  to  St.  Faith's  Workhouse, 
Norwich. 

The  Cannock  Board  of  Guardians  has  accepted  the  follow- 
ing tenders:— Mr.  T.  W.  Garland.  Cannock,  for  saltpetre, 
lhd.  per  lb.,  Calvert's  soft  soap  at  29s  per  cwt ,  linseed-meal 
at  Zd.  per  lb. ;  Mr.  L  Adams,  Cannock,  brimstone  at  \\d. 
per  lb. 

"Wholesale  Robberies. 

The  charges  against  William  Flynn  and  Alfred  Lumley  of 
robbing  their  employers,  Messrs.  Cussons  (Limited),  grocers, 
store  chemists,  and  general  dealers,  Hull  (see  C.  §•  B., 
December  2,  page  891),  were  heard  before  the  Hull  Stipen- 
diary on  December  8  G.  W.  Anderson,  chemut,  Derring- 
ham  Street,  to  whom  some  of  the  goods  were  supplied, 
deposed  that  he  did  not  know  the  goods  were  stolen.  He 
got  some  receipts,  but  destroyed  them.  It  was  the  practice 
of  chemists  to  buy  from  wholesale  bouses,  and  not  from 
retail  managers,  but  from  what  Flynn  had  said  he  believed 
he  (Flynn)  had  a  right  to  sell  the  goods.  Detective- Sergeant 
Wilson  spoke  to  receiving  the  stolen  property  from  Mr.  Ander- 
son and  other  chemists  to  whom  he  had  sold  goods.  Mr. 
Anderson  gave  all  the  information  possible  to  the  police. 
Witness  had  also  received  stolen  goods  from  chemists  at 
Harrogate  and  Scarborough.  Prisoners  pleaded  guilty,  and 
were  each  committed  for  four  months. 

Charges  of  Stealing  and  Receiving. 

At  Sjuthwark  Police  Court  on  December  8,  John  Jones, 
Henry  Parker,  William  Royon,  and  Jethro  Lardent  were 
charged  on  remand  with  stealing  and  receiving  three  casks 
of  cod-liver  oil,  7  lbs.  of  camphor,  8  lbs.  of  iodoform,  and  a 
quantity  of  quicksilver,  of  the  total  value  of  271.  12s.,  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Son,  Yates  &  Hicks,  whole- 
sale druggists,  Park  Street.  For  the  prosecution  it  was 
stated  that  prisoners  would  also  be  charged  with  conspiracy 
to  steal.  Jones  had  been  in  the  employment  of  the  prose- 
cutors about  two  years,  Parker  was  accustomed  to  buy  empty 
barrels  at  their  warehouse,  Lardent  was  a  herbalist  carrying 
on  business  in  Sonthwark  Park  Road,  and  Royon  was  his 
assistant.  Information  of  the  robberies  was  given  to  the 
prosecutors  by  Royon,  who  said  Lardent  had  made  a  tool  of 
him  for  dishonest  purposes,  and  that  what  had  been  done 
had  preyed  upon  his  mind.  The  police  were  commcnicated 
with,  and  it  was  discovered  that  Lardent  had  sold  the  oil  to 
a  wholesale  firm  in  Mitre  Square,  but  the  other  articles 
were  found  in  his  possession.  Jones  commissioned  Parker 
to  communicate  with  Lardent,  who  professed  his  willingness 
to  buy  any  of  the  prosecutors' goods  which  might  be  conveyed 
to  him.  Parker  carted  the  goods  to  Lardent's  after  dark, 
and  received  21,  while  Jones  got  12s.  Lardent  however, 
declared  that  he  paid  101.  or  11Z.  for  the  stolen  goods,  which 
Royon  said  included  ichtbyol,  lunar  caustic,  and  other 
articles  not  mentioned  in  the  charge.  Royon  mentioned  two 
other  firms  as  having  been  robbed,  and  produced  a  list  of 
names  of  alleged  purchasers  of  portions  of  the  goods.  It 
was  at  first  proposed  to  call  Royon  as  a  witness,  but  he 
appeared  to  have  taken  such  a  guilty  part  in  the  proceedings 
that  it  was  decided  to  charge  him  in  company  with  the 
others.  The  prosecutors  had  in  their  employment  a  man 
namtd  Parker,  bat  he  had  no  connection  with  the  prisoner 
of  that  name,  and  no  suspicion  attached  to  him.  Mr.  Charles 
Alexander  Hill  narrated  the  story  told  him  by  Rojod,  and 
stated  that  upon  examination  be  found  that  six  barrels  of 
oil  were  missing  from  the  firm's  stock.  He  identified  the 
three  empty  barrels  produced  by  the  police,  notwithstanding 
that  the  letters  "  D.H."  had  been  obliterated  from  them. 
According  to  Royon  that  was  done  by  Lardent,  but  Lardent 
said  it  was  done  by  Royon.  After  hearing  other  evidence, 
the  Magistrate  intimated  that  the  prisoners  would  be  com- 
mitted for  trial. 

Domestic  Differences. 

At  Spalding  Police  Court  on  December  5,  John  M.  Mar- 
jason,  described  as  a  chemist,  of  Richmond,  Surrey,  but  not 
on  the  register,  was  summoned  for  refusing  to  contribute 
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towards  the  maintenance  of  his  father,  who  is  chargeable  to 
Spalding  Union,  and  for  recovery  of  61.  Zs  ,  being  sixty-one 
weeks'  arrears  at  2s.  per  week.  Defendant  was  ordered  to 
pay  the  amount  and  costs  forthwith,  or  in  default  a  distress- 
warrant  would  be  issued. 

At  Oxford  Police  Court  on  December  5,  Walter  Ballard, 
chemist,  Oxford,  was  summoned  to  show  cause  why  a 
separation-order  should  not  be  granted  to  his  wife.  Defen- 
dant did  not  appear,  and  Mrs.  Ballard  accused  her  husband 
of  habitual  drunkenness  and  cruelty.  James  Mason,  who 
acted  as  looum-tenens  for  the  defendant,  deposed  to  having 
heard  defendant  threaten  to  murder  his  wife,  and  using 
bad  language  towards  her.  Since  he  had  managed  the 
business  the  gross  takings  had  been  11.  or  81.  per  week  A 
separation-order  was  granted,  defendant  being  ordered  to 
contribute  25s.  per  week  towards  his  wife's  maintenance. 

A  Chemist's  Traveller's  Death. 

An  inquiry  was  held  at  Manchester  on  December  8 
touching  the  death  of  John  Maull  Ward,  late  of  63  South 
Street,  West  Gorton,  a  chemist's  traveller.  Deceased  died 
suddenly  in  bed,  and  a  post-mortem  examination  showed 
disease  of  the  heart  and  intense  congestion  of  the  lungs 
and  brain.    Death  from  natural  causes  was  the  verdict 

Pound  Dead, 

A  manufacturing  chemist  named  Robert  Wm.  Dentith, 
living  at  Cheetham,  was  found  dead  in  bed  on  December  10. 
For  about  two  montos  he  had  occasionally  complained  of 
headache,  but  the  cause  of  death  was  not  apparent  at  the 
inquest,  which  was  held  on  December  12. 

Fires. 

On  December  6  fire  broke  out  at  Johnson's  Chemical- 
works,  Shelf,  bat  was  quickly  subdued. 

On  December  6  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  storeroom  at  the 
rear  of  the  premises  of  Magor  (Limited),  chemists,  Park 
Street,  Walsall.  The  outbreak  was  easily  overcome,  but 
not  before  considerable  damage  had  been  done. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Woolley 
(Limited),  wholesale  druggists,  27  Northgate,  Blackburn,  on 
the  evening  of  December  9,  but  owing  to  the  promptness  of 
the  fire-brigade  no  serious  damage  was  done.  While  the 
firemen  were  busy  some  twenty  bottles  containing  chloroform 
were  broken,  and  Inspector  Simpson  and  two  firemen,  while 
in  the  shop,  were  overcome,  but  soon  recovered  on  getting 
into  the  fresh  air. 

Carbolic  Cases. 

Martha  Annie  Tommy,  lately  residing  at  Bradford, 
deliberately  drank  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  in  the 
presence  of  her  husband,  and  died  a  few  hours  afterwards. 

A  widow  named  Frances  Nixon,  living  at  Newcastle-on- 
Tjne,  drank  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  on  December  4 
whilst  in  a  despondent  state  of  mind,  and  died. 

On  December  6,  Joseph  Milburn  (57),  a  deputy-overman 
at  Messrs.  Joicey  &  Co.'s  Collieries,  Tanfield  Lea,  picked  up 
an  unlabelled  3- gill  bottle  and  drank  about  4  oz.  of  carbolic 
acid  in  mistake  for  port  wine.  He  died  two  and  a-half  hours 
later. 

Helped  Herself. 

At  an  inquiry  held  a1;  Southwaite,  on  December  9,  respect- 
ing the  death  of  Ann  Elliott,  housekeeper  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  it 
was  stated  that  deceased,  being  unable  to  sleep,  went  to  the 
surgery  to  get  a  sleeping-draught.  She  found  a  small  blue 
bottle  in  a  cupboard,  some  of  the  contents  of  which  she 
poured  into  a  measure-glas3  and,  after  adding  some  water, 
drank  it.  It  was  subsequently  discovered  that  deceased 
had  taken  3  dr.  of  prussic  acid,  and  she  died  within  a  couple 
of  hours. 

The  Sale  of  Laudanum. 

At  Exeter  on  December  12,  Mr.  Charles  Herbert  Thomas, 
manager  for  Messrs.  Holman,  Ham  &  Co.,  chemists,  of 
Exeter,  gave  evidence  in  a  charge  against  a  man  named 
Lightfoot  for  attempted  suicide  by  laudanum-poisoning. 

Mr.  Thomas  stated  that  prisoner  came  into  the  St.  Sid- 
well's  b.-anch  and  asked  for  sixpenny  worth  of  laudanum  "for 


a  friend."  He  was  cautioned,  and  the  laudanum  was  given 
him  in  a  poison-bottle,  having  a  "  Poison  "-label.  Witness  ex- 
plained in  answer  to  the  Chairman  that  it  was  only  necessary 
that  the  bottle  be  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  substance, 
the  word  "  Poison,"  and  the  firm  who  supplied  it.  They  were, 
he  said,  well  within  the  law. 

The  Chairman :  Do  you  sell  laudanum  to  people  you  do  not 
know  ? 

Witness  :  Anyone  can  have  laudanum  if  properly  labelled, 
but  it  being  such  a  large  quantity  I  put  it  in  a  poison-bottle 
and  cautioned  the  purchaser. 

Glamorganshire  Drugs. 

The  report  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Seyler,  County  Analyst,  for  the 
past  quarter  does  not  contain  much  that  affects  the  drug- 
trade.  Referring  to  drugs  he  says :  "  The  samples  do  not  call 
for  special  comment,  being  of  good  quality.  A  sample  of 
camphorated  oil  was  correct  as  regards  the  amount  of 
camphor,  but  the  oil  was  suspicious  of  an  admixture  of  rape 
or  arachis  oil." 

The  Birkenhead  Dispenser. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Birkenhead  Board  of  Guardians  on 
December  12,  a  letter  was  rtad  from  Dr.  Martin,  in  which  he 
informed  the  Board  that  a  writ  had  been  served  upon  him 
on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  in  connection  with 
the  recent  dismissal  of  a  dispenser,  and  his  (Lr.  Martin's) 
allegations  respecting  Messrs.  Evans.  It  was  moved  and 
seconded : — 

That  Dr.  Martin's  letter  and  the  writ  which  have  been  received 
be  handed  over  to  the  Clerk  with  instructions  to  take  all  necesr 
sary  steps  to  retain  solicitor  and  counsel,  if  necessary,  to  defend 
Dr.  Martin  in  the  proceedings  which  are  being  taken  against  hirn 
by  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.  in  consequence  of  his  having 
carried  out  the  instructions  of  the  Guardians  in  having  verbally 
reported  upon  their  account. 

Alderman  Getiey  pointed  out  they  would  never  get  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  such  an  absurd 
suggestion  as  that.  Dr.  Martin  was  lod  being  prosecuted  for 
what  he  did  on  behalf  of  the  Board,  but  for  certain  things 
he  ?aid  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  investigation  he  was 
making. 

It  was  then  proposed  that  the  matter  should  be  discussed 
in  camera.  Alderman  Getiey  objected,  buo  the  proposition 
was  carried,  and,  after  a  lengthy  discussion  in  committee, 
the  Board  resolved  unanimously  to  defend  Dr.  Martin  in 
the  action  for  libel. 

[In  connection  with  this  matter,  and  the  report  which  we 
published  last  week,  we  have  received  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
Sumner  &  Co.,  who  say  that  the  medicine  referred  to  last  week 
was  sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  They  say  :  "  Xo  information  was  given 
us  as  to  the  date  it  was  supplied,  where  or  how  it  was  stocked, 
neither  through  whose  hands  it  had  passed,  nor  were  we  furnished 
with  a  sample  of  it.  All  we  have  to  say  is  that  all  spirit  of  nitre 
supplied  by  us  to  the  Birkenhead  Guardians  when  it  left  our 
hands  was  of  full  strength,  and  answered  the  B.P.  tests."  ! 


3ri6b  IRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Examinations. 

Candidates  for  the  January  Pi  armaceutical  Assistant, 
Registered  Druggist,  and  Phaimaceutical  Licence  Examina- 
tions are  informed  that,  in  consequence  of  the  Christmas 
holidays,  tbe  Registrar  will  attend  in  his  office  on  Saturday, 
December  23,  from  10  a.m.  until  2  p.m.,  to  receive  applica- 
tions. 

Applications  for  January  Preliminary  examination  mrist 
be  lodged  with  the  Registrar  not  later  than  11  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  December  19. 

Personal. 

At  the  recent  Final  examination  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  John  J.  Scanlan,  late  of  Messrs. 
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Hamilton,  Long  &  Co ,  Dublin,  and  Me-sre  Harrington  & 
Son,  Cork,  successfully  passed,  and  was  admitted  LROPE, 
L.R.CS.E,  LRO.P.G.  Dr.  John  Scanlan  studied  at  the 
Queen's  College,  Cork. 

Medicine-mistake. 

A  fatal  medicine-mistake  was  made  on  December  3  at 
Ballyrnulderg,  near  Mngberafelt.  A  farmer  named  Edwards 
got  np  out  of  bed  to  take  some  ether  which  he  kept  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  asthma- pains,  but  by  mi^taki  took  a 
dose  of  liquid  ammonia  which  was  in  a  similar  bottle.  At 
the  inquest,  the  jury  found  that  death  w**  c-iused  by  drinking 
a  quantity  of  ammonia  through  misadventure. 

Irish  Pharmacists  Assistants'  Association. 

The  annual  dance  of  the  Association  is  to  be  held  at 
Dublin  on  December  26.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on 
the  card*  of  admission  the  word  "  assistants  "  is  conspicuous 
by  its  absence,  the  Association  being  described  simply  as 
the  "  Irish  Pharmacists'  Association."  It  is  this  title  to 
which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  takes  objection. 


ffrencb  mews. 

(Froyn  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


M.  Lemoine,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Ecole  Poly- 
technique,  Paris,  has  been  elected  as  a  memb  r  of  the 
Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  (Section  of  Chemistry),  in  the 
place  of  the  late  M.  Friedel.  Professor  JuDgfleisch,  of  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  was  also  a  candidate. 

Pharmacy  in  Tunis. — In  the  French  Protectorate  of 
Tunis  pharmacy  is  conducted  in  a  more  or  less  casual  way, 
many  of  the  natives  carrying  on  the  sale  of  poisons  prac- 
tically without  control.  A  movement  is  on  foot  to  bring 
about  a  better  state  of  things,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
French  military  pharmacists,  in  the  interests  of  public 
security. 

Lavoisieb's  Monument. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Sciences,  M.  Berthelot  yave  some  details  re- 
garding the  monument  to  Lavoisier,  which  is  to  be  unveiled 
while  the  Paris  Exhibition  is  open.  M  Berthelot  announced 
that  a  sum  of  98  000  'races  (nearly  4  000Z )  has  been  received 
in  subscriptions,  and  the  well-known  sculptor  Barrias,  has 
been  entrusted  with  the  work  The  open  space  behind  the 
Madeleine  Church  is  the  site  selected. 

Disloyal  Competition. — AI.  Maurice  Robin,  maker  of  a 
proprietary  medicine  well  known  in  France  as  the  "  Pep- 
tonate  de  Fer  Robin,"  has  brought  an  action  for  disloyal 
competition  against  M.  M.  L.  Robin,  a  pharmacien  of 
Clermont,  who  sold  a  preparation  under  the  same  name 
The  defendant  was  fined  2  000  francs,  and  an  amount  for 
damages  to  be  fixed  later,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  adver  isicg 
the  judgment  in  five  newspapers.  He  was  further  ordered 
to  replace  the  words  "  Peptonafe  de  Fer  "  for  his  preparation 
by  "  Chloropeptonate  de  Fer "  and  print  his  full  name, 
Michel  Louis  Robin,  on  all  his  labels. 

The  Association  op  Fbench  Phabmacists'  assistants 
will  hold  its  grand  annual  fete  on  December  24,  a'  the 
Restaurant  Vefour  Jeune,  Palais  Royal,  Paris.  It  will  consist 
of  a  banquet,  to  commence  at  half- past  eleven  p.m.,  and  will  be 
followed  by  a  ball.  M  Mdlerand,  Minister  of  Commerce,  and 
MM.  Astier  and  Brunet,  pharmacien- Deputies,  are  expected  to 
be  present.  The  price  of  the  tickets  for  the  two  functions 
is  6f.  for  ladies  and  6f  for  gentlemen.  It  will  be  an  all- 
night  affair,  and  will  be  interesting  on  account  of  being 
practically  the  only  occasion  during  the  year  when  Paris 
assistants  and  their  friend*  meet  together  for  a  little  joviality. 
The  Association  has  recently  decided  to  agitate  for  a  diploma 
for  a -sistant- pharmacists. 

Pharmaceutical  Advertising  — The  latest  poster  on 
the  walls  of  Paris  is  that  of  a  phar  maceutical  specialty  under 
the  name  of  "Supioaes  Pilules."  If  you  cough  you  are 
invited  to  take  one.  The  poster  attracts  attention  principally 
on  account  of  being  another  addition  to  the  caricatures  in 
which  the  First  Lady  of  the  World  figures.  One  cannot 
help  remarking  that  the  proprietor  cf  the  pilules  would  have 


shown  better  taste  had  he  chosen  another  subject ;  but  then 
Parisians  have  always  had  a  delight  for  looking  on  the 
humorous  side  of  everything,  and  all  the  protests  in  the  world 
will  not  cure  them  of  this  proclivity.  The  poster  shows  the 
Queen  sitting  in  a  red  arm-chair  coughing  violently,  while 
"  Oom  Paul"  is  standing  opposite  and  offering,  with  as  much 
courtesy  as  he  is  able,  a  box  of  the  pilules  by  way  of  relief. 
As  regards  the  "  Pilules,"  I  called  at  the  pharmacy  of  which 
the  address  figured  on  the  poster  and  asked  for  a  box  of 
them  ;  the  pharmacien  had  none  on  sale,  but  said  they  were 
prepared  by  him,  andcould  be  bought  in  any  other  pharmacy. 
He  gave  me  a  couple  of  boxes  of  samples,  with  which  I  found 
a  circular  setting  forth  the  virtues  of  the  pills,  amongst 
which  are  the  words  in  English  "  The  Superior  Medicament." 
Another  form  of  advertising  which  is  unlike  the  stereotyped 
style  is  a  circular  from  the  executors  of  Dr.  T.  W.  Es-ans, 
the  well-known  dentist,  in  which  they  say  that,  complying 
with  his  last  wishes,  they  are  continuing  the  sale  of  his 
dental  preparations  in  accordance  with  the  formula  found 
attached  to  the  doctor's  will. 


East  3nfcian  IFlews. 


Hafpkin  Plaque  Serum  —It  is  notified  this  fluid  is  to 
be  known  in  future  in  official  correspondence  as  "  Haff- 
kinine." 

Veterinary  Hospital  foe  South  Africa. — A  British 
veterinary  field  hospital  is  to  leave  Calcutta  for  Durban 
early  in  December. 

Heavy  Defalcations  The  Rangoon  police  report  the 

disappearance  of  Wong  Chin  Shu,  partner  in  the  Rangoon 
Opium  Farm.    The  books  show  a  deficit  of  80,000r, 

Bacteriological  Institute  for  Ceylon. — This  in- 
stitute, the  gift  of  Mr.  J.  W.  C  De  Soysa,  will  be  formally 
opened  by  the  Governor  on  his  return  to  the  island. 

Transvaal  War  Fund.— The  Calcutta  chemists,  Messrs. 
Bathgate;  Smith,  Stanistreet  &  Co.;  and  R.  Scott  Thomson, 
each  contribute  250r.  to  this  fund,  which  on  November  23 
reached  46,679r.  2a. 

Mr.  Frank  Ross,  for  ten  years  with  Messrs.  Smith, 
Stanistreet  &  Co.,  Calcutta,  has  recently  been  appointed 
representative  in  India  and  the  East  for  Messrs.  Fletcher, 
Fletcher  &  Co.  (Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  Holloway, 
London,  N. 

Bengal  Opium. — The  profit  to  Government  under  this 
head  up  to  end  of  November  amounts  to  39,112.700,  or  over 
14  lakhs  better  than  the  estimate.  The  twentieth  sale  of 
opium  takes  place  on  December  1  at  the  Government  Sales 
Rooms,  Calcutta,  when  3,400  chests  will  be  sold — 1,450  from 
the  Patna  Factory,  and  1,950  from  the  Ghazipur  Factory. 

Botanists  Beware. — Bengali  admiration  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor has  taken  the  following  form.  The  adver- 
tisement is  from  a  current  issue  of  a  Calcutta  paper : — 
"  Hibiscus  Sir  John  Woodburn  is  now  in  flower.  It  is  worth 
seeing,  and  lovers  of  pretty  flowers  should  not  lose  this 
opportunity  of  satisfying  their  mind  and  eyes." 

The  Tata  Research-laboratory. — In  connection  with 
the  establishment  of  this  institution  Mr.  J.  Cook,  of  the 
Central  College,  Bangalore,  writes  to  the  Indian  papers 
statirjg  that  the  provisional  scheme  propounded  for  the 
outlay  entirely  underestimates  not  only  the  initial  cost  of 
the  physical  and  chemical  laboratories,  but  also  the  annual 
expenditure  on  the  professoriate  requisite  in  connection  with 
these.  He  points  out  that  in  chemistry  there  ought  to  be  at 
least  five  professors.  These  would  comprise  a  professor  in 
inorganic,  organic,  and  agricultural,  and  at  least  two  in 
technological  chemistry.  Botany  has  apparently  not  been 
provided  for  at  all.  This  he  regards  as  a  most  serious 
omission. 


A  well-known  temperance  lecturer,  after  looking 
over  the  stock  of  thermometers,  remarked  to  the  druggist, 
"  I  don't  think  any  of  these  will  suit  me,  after  all.  You  see, 
they  never  become  temperate  until  near  sixty — they  reform 
too  late  in  life." 
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Hustralaeian  flews. 


Chiefly  from  "  The  Ohemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia  " 
for  November,  1899,  of  which  copies  may  he  obtained  from 
the  Publisher,  42  Gannon  Street,  E.C.  at  Sd.  each. 


A  Feiendly  Society. — The  Geelong  United  Friendly 
Societies  Dispensary  was  registered  as  a  friendly  society  in 
1898.  Its  registered  office  is  in  Geelong,  Victoria.  Its 
objects  are  to  raise  a  fund  by  the  voluntary  subscriptions  of 
its  members  for  supplying  medicines,  medical  appliances, 
and  rc  quisites  to  all  members,  their  wives,  and  children. 

The  Sooth  Afbioan  Contingent. — Two  of  the  staff  of 
Duerdin  &  Sainsbury,  Melbourne,  ate  among  the  men  selected 
for  service  in  South  Africa.  On  October  14  their  fellow- 
emplo  6s  spent  a  pleasant  half-hour  in  wishing  them  God- 
speed. Felton,  Grimwade  &  Co.  offered  to  supply  the  con- 
tingent with  surgical  dressings,  and  the  offer  was  accepted. 

New  Zealand  Phabmacy  Act. — An  amendment  to  this 
Act,  with  a  view  to  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  referred  to  in 
our  issue  of  October  28,  page  694,  ha*  been  introduced  into 
the  N  Z  Assembly  by  the  Right  Hon.  R  J  Seddon,  Premier  of 
the  colony.  It  is  entitled  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment 
Act  and  states  that  the  provisions  of  Subsection  5  of 
Section  27  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1898  (entitling  certain 
persons  to  be  registered  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  without 
examination),  shall  apply  only  in  cases  where  the  person 
claiming  to  be  entitled  to  be  registered  under  that  subsection 
was,  as  owner  or  manager,  keeping  open  shop  in  New  Zealand 
as  a  dispensing  or  homoeopathic  chemist  at  the  time  of  the 
coming  into  operation  of  that  Act. 

Early  Closing.— The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New 
South  Wales  sent  out  towards  the  end  of  September  a  circular 
calling  the  attention  of  chemists  to  the  proposed  Early- 
closing  Bill.  In  that  Bill  chemists'  shops  were  included 
under  Schedule  1,  and  were  to  be  closed  not  later  than 
7  30  p  m  on  five  days  in  the  week,  and  not  later  than  10  p  m. 
on  one  day  in  the  week.  The  circular  stated  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  7  30  was  too  early  for  most  chemists, 
and  asked  for  answers  to  the  following  questions :  — 

Do  you  wish  to  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  Early-closing 
Bill  ?  In  your  opinion  is  the  hour  of  7.30  too  early  to  close  your 
shop?  Would  you  favour  an  extension  of  time  to  8.30  P.M.? 
Are  you  of  opinion  that  your  shop  should  be  open  on  Sunday? 
In  your  opinion  what  would  be  the  most  suitable  hours  to  open  on 
Sunday  ? 

The  results  of  the  voting  will  be  recorded  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. — In  Tasmania  the  Hobart 
chemists  are  directicg  their  efforts  against  a  clause  in  the 
Bill  which  provides  that  the  chemist,  for  example,  who  is 
not  compelled  to  close  bis  shop  at  a  certain  time,  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  business,  say,  of  a  stationer  at  a 
time  when  other  stationers  have  to  close  their  shops. 

Still  at  it  —Mr.  W.  0.  FitzGerald  is  still  pressing  on 
Parliament  and  the  Government  his  claim  to  a  refund  of 
the  expenses  incurred  in  defending  the  action  brought 
against  him  last  year  in  connection  with  his  official  position  as 
Government  Vaccinator.  The  Government  had  paid  him 
367/.,  nearly  half  of  bis  claim  He  had  also  recovered  from 
George  Lambert  the  sum  of  60/  included  in  the  larger  sum, 
and  is  now  called  upon  to  defend  a  Supreme  Court  action  by 
one  of  his  medical  witnesses  in  the  case  for  a  sum  of 
186/.  10s  for  services  claimed  to  have  been  rendered  in 
attending  in  Wellington  to  give  evidence  for  the  defence. 
Mr.  FitzGerald  asks  that  he  may  be  refunded  the  actual 
expenses  out  of  pocket,  but  nothing  more.  The  matter  came 
up  in  the  Legislative  Council  on  October  10,  and  the 
Committee  recommended  that  the  remainder  of  his  costs 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  Government.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Grace 
declared  that  there  was  little  doubt  the  petitioner  had 
defended  the  action  in  his  private  capacity,  and  not  as  a 
Government  servant;  and  the  Minister  of  Education  held  that 
the  action  would  not  have  cost  half  so  much  if  the  petitioner 
had  met  his  enemy  in  a  more  circumspect  manner. 


Colonial  ano  jforetan  mews. 


Chemists  in  Peesia.— In  Teheran  there  are  two  Euro- 
pean, six  Aimenian,  and  a  great  number  of  Persian  chemists. 
The  competition  is  very  sharp  and  not  very  fair. 

Italian  Higienic  Exhibition. — At  a  largely  attended 
meeting  in  Naples  on  November  5,  it  was  decided  to  open  a 
National  Italian  Hygienic  Exhibition  in  April  1900.  It  i& 
hoped  the  Prince  of  Naples  will  be  the  patron. 

West  Indian  Phabmacy — In  Hajti  there  are  twenty 
pharmacies,  of  which  two  are  German ;  business  is  not  good, 
the  country  being  in  a  miserable  state.  In  San  Domingo 
there  are  eight  pharmacies,  but  much  in  the  same  condition 
as  in  Hayti. 

Sunday-rust  fob  Chemists.— At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Sunday-rtst  at  The  Hague, 
it  was  suggested  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  ensure 
chemists  also  having  an  adequate  rest  on  tbat  day.  The  Pre- 
sident was  asked  to  place  himself  in  communication  with 
the  President  of  the  Maatschappij  ter  bevordering  der 
Pharmacie. 

Teadb  with  Guatemala  The  Board  of  Trade  have 

received,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
from  Her  Majesty's  representative  in  Guatemala  to  the  effect 
that  all  goods  brought  into  Guatemala  between  Januaiy  1 
and  June  30,  1900,  will  pay  only  half  the  total  amount  now 
leviable  for  import-duties,  including  the  tariil-rates,  customs- 
surcharges  of  all  kinds,  and  the  proportion  of  the  import- 
duties  payable  in  gold. 

Pharmacy-  matters  Unpleasant.  —  The  Hungarian 
Premier,  interpellated  by  a  member  of  Parliament  as  to  the 
premised  reforms  in  pharmacy,  replied  that  pharmacy- 
matters  were  the  most  unpleasant  in  his  ressort,  but  he 
hoped  to  present  shortly  a  Bill  providing  that  the  concession 
for  anew  pharmacy  will  be  decided  by  the  County  Council, 
and  the  Minister  only  appealed  to ;  and  that  a  ne*ly-opened 
pharmacy  may  only  be  sold  after  five  to  ten  years' proprietor- 
ship. 

Saccharin.— The  Austrian  Ministry  for  the  Interior  has 
published  a  regulation  by  which  the  amount  of  saccharin 
stocked  and  sold  by  chemists  and  druggists  is  subject  to  a 
sharp  control.  In  Russia  they  seem  to  treat  saccharin  like  a 
poison,  for  the  amount  solo  has  to  be  entered  in  a  book.  The 
price  of  the  natural  sugar  should  be  reduced,  as  it  is 
nourishing,  while  saccharin  is  not  ;  also  the  public  is  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  differences  between  the  two,  a  mis- 
unoerstanding  beiEg  easy,  for  sugar  is  in  Russian  = 
Sacchar. 

A  Cretan  Exhibition — An  international  exhibition  of 
industrial,  commercial,  agricultural,  artistic,  educational,  and 
hygienic  products  and  foodstuffs  will  be  held  at  Canea  in  April 
and  May  of  1900.  The  exhibition  is  under  i  he  patronage  of 
Prince  George  of  Greece,  and  will  be  under  the  supervision 
of  a  committee  of  members  of  the  consular  bodies  and  repre- 
sentative business-men  in  Crete  presided  over  by  Mr.  0.  M. 
Foumis,  councillor  of  fiuances  to  the  Prince.  Mr.  Arthur 
Gobiet,  of  Prague-Karolinenthal,  Bohemia,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  exhibition. 

Bbazilian  Customs  Duties — From  Rio  it  is  announced 
that  on  and  alter  January  1,  1900,  15  per  cent., instead  of 
10  per  cent,  as  heretofore,  of  all  import-duties  will  have  to  be 
paid  in  gold.  The  Customs  tariff  has  undergone  various 
modifications,  the  duty  on  mineral- waters  having  been 
reduced  by  one-third  All  goods  destined  for  importation 
into  Brazil  will  from  Januaiy  1,  1900,  have  to  be  accompanied 
by  consular  invoices.  It  is  understood  tbat  under  the 
new  Brazilian  tariff  law  goods  bearing  labels  in  the  Portu- 
guese language  will  only  be  admitted  into  Brazil  if  they  are 
imported  from  Portugal.  On  this  point,  however,  a  telegram 
from  H  M.  Minister  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  has  now  been  received 
by  the  Boaid  of  Trade,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  to  the 
effect  that  goods  with  labels  in  Portuguese  will  be  admitted 
into  Biazil  until  March  1, 1900. 
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BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

THE  meeting  for  the  election  of  four  annuitants  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund  was  held  on  December  12  at  16 
Bloomsbury  Square,  W.O.  The  scrutineers  were  ready  to 
report  the  result  of  their  count  at  3  o'clock,  which  was  as 
follows  :— Mrs.  Bosley,  6  407;  Mr.  Barrows,  4  282;  Mr.  Holt, 
3,773  ;  Mr.  Partridge,  897 ;  Mr.  Stangroom,  5,595 ;  Mr.  Troke, 
6,323.  These  figures  include  the  votes  credited  under 
Rule  X.  4,700  voting-papers  were  issued,  4,089  returned,  and 
96  were  informal.  The  President  then  announced  that  Mrs. 
Bosley,  Mr.  Burrows,  Mr.  Stangroom,  and  Mr.  Troke  were  duly 
elected  annuitants  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would  be  able  to 
help  the  unsuccessful  applicants  to  tide  over  their  difficulties. 
Thanks  to  the  scrutineers  and  the  President  concluded  the 
me  sting. 


EVENING  MEETING. 

The  second  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on 
December  12  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  the  President 
in  the  chair.  Protessor  J.  Millar  Thomson,  F.R.S.,  de- 
livered a  lecture  on 

"  Some  Relations  of  Wateb  to  other  Substances." 

The  lecture  dealt  with  some  of  the  properties  of  water 
and  its  importance  in  the  economy  of  Nature.  The  subject 
was  divided  into  four  parts :  (1)  The  relation  of  water  in 
combination  with  other  salts  ;  (2)  the  relation  of  water  as  a 
solvent  to  substances ;  (3)  the  relation  of  water  to  the  crys- 
talline form  of  bodies;  (4)  the  relation  of  water  to  the 
colour  of  certain  substances. 

In  regard  to  the  first  part,  the  familiar  examples  of  lime 
slaking  and  anhydrous  copper  sulphate  were  shown,  the 
chemical  truths  incidentally  cropping  up  being  deftly  illus- 
trated. The  facts  that  heat  is  evolved  when  water  combines 
with  salts,  and  that  when  salts  merely  dissolve  in  water 
heat  is  absorbed,  were  shown  by  the  effects  of  the  solution 
on  air  thermometers.  The  solvent  action  of  water  on  salts 
was  next  comidered,  the  meaning  of  very  soluble  and 
slightly  soluble  being  demonstrated,  the  ratio  of  solubility 
at  various  temperatures  being  expressed  by  curves.  The 
question  of  supersaturation  was  then  considered,  the  lec- 
turer using  a  supersaturated  solution  of  sodium  acetate  for 
most  of  the  experiments,  tbat  having  proved  in  his  hands  the 
best  solution  for  the  purpose.  The  two  methods  of  starting 
crystallisation  in  supersaturated  solutions,  by  the  addition 
of  a  particle  of  the  same  or  an  isomorphous  salt  were 
demonstrated,  and  a  very  pretty  effect  shown  of  layers  of 
supersaturated  solutions  of  acetate  of  sodium  and  thiosul- 
pha'e  of  sodium  in  the  same  tube  being  crystallised,  each  by  the 
addition  of  a  suitable  nucleus.  The  case  of  a  supersaturated 
solution  of  alum  was  pointed  out  as  differing  from  other 
supersaturated  solutions,  in  that  when  a  tiny  crystal  of  alum 
was  dropped  into  the  solution  a  thin  line  of  crystals  formed 
on  the  path  of  the  crystal,  and  simultaneously  crystals  began 
to  appear  in  all  parts  of  the  solution.  Why  this  solution 
should  behave  so  the  lecturer  is  investigating.  The  con- 
sideration of  the  relation  of  water  to  the  colour  of  certain 
substances  formed  the  final  part  of  the  lecture.  The  familiar 
example  of  the  cobalt- salts  was  taken.  A  picture  of  a  sea- 
scape done  in  chloride  of  cobalt  was  taken  and  warmed  over 
gas-jets,  when  the  picture  developed  into  a  vigorous  sea 
scene,  the  various  tints  being  due  to  the  presence  at  the 
same  time  of  OoCI26H20  (red),  Co0122H.,O  (dark  blue),  and 
CoCl2  (pale  blue).  The  final  experiment  was  one  with 
iodide  of  cobalt;  by  coating  a  porcelain  dish  with  a  solution 
of  the  salt,  and  cautiously  warming,  the  three  iodides  were 
shown  together,  CoI.,6H,0  (red),  CoI22ELO  (green),  and 
CoL  (black). 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  lecturer,  the 
President  remarking  on  the  beauty  and  the  smooth  work- 
it  g  of  the  experiments. 


COUNCIL- MEETING 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
December  6  There  were  present  Messrs.  Beggs  (Vice- 
President),  Grindley,  Bernard,  Ryan,  Dr.  Walsh,  Kelly, 
Michie,  P.  L  White  (Sligo),  Wells,  and  J.  E.  Connor 
(Newry). 

The  Vice-President,  in  taking  the  chair,  explained  that 
the  President  was  unfortunately  ill  and  unable  to  attend. 

Is  it  fob  Reciprocity? 

Mr.  Sidney  H.  Vanghan,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Q  reensland,  attended  the  meeting,  and  the 
Vice-President  sa'd  he  was  sure  they  a'l  joined  in  a 
hearty  greeting  to  their  friend  Mr.  Vanghan.  They  all  felt 
that  it  was  both  a  pleasure  and  an  advantage  to  have  him 
amongst  them,  Tney  heard  his  address  at  the  evening 
meeting,  but  he  had  something  more  of  importance  to  say 
to  them.  (Applause.) 

A  conference  with  Mr.  Vaughan  then  took  place  in 
committee. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Attorney- General  of  the 
Isle  of  Man  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  which 
had  just  been  passed  by  the  L°giflature  of  that  island, 
containing  a  provision  that  the  licence  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  should  be  recognised  there. 

A  letter  from  the  District  Inspector  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  at  Athlone  stated  that  Mr.  William  Doyle, 
registered  druggist,  of  that  town,  had  been  fined  20s.  and 
costs  for  a  breach  of  Section  17  of  the  Iris*i  Pharmacy  Amend- 
ment Act. 

Mr.  Wells  said  this  was  the  first  prosecution  under  the 
section  mentioned.  It  was  altogether  a  police  prosecution, 
and  was  for  not  having  a  qualified  manager  in  a  "  branch  "- 
shop  kept  open  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  There  were  several 
other  summonses  against  the  defendant,  but  they  were  all 
withdrawn  by  the  police. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Frederick  N.  Binks,  thank- 
ing the  Council  for  having  appointed  him  Professor  of 
Theoretical  Chemistry. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  am  sure  we  have  got  a  very  good 
man  in  Mr.  Binks. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Army  in  Ireland,  asking  to  be  furnished  with  the  names  cf 
any  pharmaceutical  chemists  who  would  be  willing  to.  under- 
take temporarily  the  duties  of  compounder  of  medicines  in 
one  of  the  military  hospitals  of  Dublin. 

Mr.  Wells:  An j one  who  wishes  to  undertake  this  can 
apply  to  Mr.  Ferrall. 

Degree  Question  Deferred. 

The  next  business  was  an  adj  jurned  discussion  on  a 
motion  made  at  the  last  meeting  by  Professor  Tichborne  as 
to  the  institution  of  a  degree  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  as  regards  public  analysts.  As 
Professor  Tichborne  was  absent  in  London  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  the  discussion  was 
postponed  to  the  next  meeting. 

For  the  Library. 

Donations  were  received  from  the  Agent-General  for 
Queensland  of  a  copy  of  his  "  Guide  to  Queensland"  ;  from 
the-  British  Poarmaceutical  Conference  of  a  copy  of  the 
"Year- Book  for  1899";  from  Mr.  John  Wishart  of  copies  of 
the  "  Botanist's  Vade  Mecum"  and  of  "Schedules  for  Plant 
Description";  and  from  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  M  P.S.G  B.,  of 
a  copy  of  the  new  edition  of  his  "  British  Pharmacopoeia 
Synopsis." 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  donors. 

Election  of  Examinees. 

The  following  appointments  were  made  : — 
Mr.  Brown  and  Dr.  Tweedy,  as  examiners  for  the  Pre- 
liminary. 

Mr.  J.  Smith,  as  Botany  and  Materia  Medica  examiner 
for  the  Licence. 
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Mr.  J.   Gailer  and  Dr.  McKenney,  as    examiners  for 
Registered  Druggists  in  Dublin  and  Belfast. 
Mr.  W.  V.  Johnston,  as  examiner  for  Assistants. 

The  Membebship. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Geindley,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wells' 
the  following  were  elected  membbrs  of  the  Sosiety: — Mr.  W- 
J.  Burke,  Oashel ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Chamberlain,  Dublin  ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Henton,  Ballinasloe 

Mr.  F.  W.  Warren,  of  Navan,  was  nominated  for  membership. 

Other  business  having  been  dispoied  of,  the  Council 
adjourned. 

EVENING  MEETING. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  December  11  at  67  Lower  Mount 
Street,  Dublin,  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  (ex-President)  in  the  chair. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  despite  the  inclement 
weather,  the  gathering  being  graced  by  a  number  of  ladies. 
Apologies  for  non-attendance  were  received  from  Mr.  G. 
Beggs  and  Mr.  H.  Oonyngbam,  and  the  Chairman  stated 
that  the  President  (Mr.  R.  J.  Downes)  and  Professor 
Tichborne  were  prevented  from  attending  by  illness. 

Mr.  P.  Kelly,  M.C.P.S.I.,  delivered  a  lantern-lecture  on 

The  Development  of  Plant-life;Fbom  Seed  to  Feuit, 

in.  the  course  of  which  he  said  he  hoped  his  remarks  might 
stimulate ;  he  students  to  take  up  the  study  of  botany  as  a 
labour  of  love.  Botany  hid  many  advantages  over  scientific 
pursuits  in  that  it  was  a  most  fascinating  one,  and  required 
only  a  knife  and  a  sixpenny  lens  to  furnish  material  from 
the  roadside  sufficient  to  reward  the  student  with  an  abund- 
ance of  enjoyment.  The  lecturer  first  drew  an  analogy 
between  plant- life  and  animal-life,  the  chief  constituents  in 
which  were  the  same.  He  instanced  a  cell  of  yeast  and 
showed  that  it  was  built  up  of  carbon,  hydrogen,  nitrogen, 
and  oxygen.  The  origin  of  life  had  been  the  study  of  the 
philosopher  for  years.  Some  said  life  was  spontaneously 
generated,  while  others  held  that  life  could  only  come  from 
life.  Dr.  Ba>tein.  F.R.S  ,  bad  tried  to  prove  tha1;  life  could 
be  spontaneously  produced.  He  goS  a  flask  and  immersed 
hay  in  the  liquid  which  it  contained,  sealed  the  bottle  aad 
boiled  it,  so  that  no  animalcule  could  exist,  and  in  time 
found  myriads  of  bacteria  had  developed,  thus  proving  to 
his  own  satisfaction  that  life  was  not  an  essential  to  life. 
Tyndall  and  Huxley  then  took  the  matter  up,  but  as  a  result 
of  his  researches  Tyndall  was  bound  to  confess  that  life  must 
be  got  by  life.  Much  hai  been  said  for  and  agaimt  Darwin's 
theory  of  evolution.  Darwin,  however,  did  not  deny  that 
things  must  be  created  His  theory  was  a  modification  of  what 
already  existed.  As  in  animal  life  the  theory  of  natural  selec- 
tion in  plant-life  was  carried  out  by  man.  If  certain  plants 
were  to  be  cultivated  specially  the  seeds  were  preserved,  and 
the  pollen  from  other  flowers  kept  away.  As  instancirjg  how 
a  quality  might  develop  by  culture,  the  lecturer  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that,  although  a  gorilla  weighed  20  stone, 
yet  its  brain  turned  the  scale  at  26  oz.  only,  while  48  oz.  to 
76  oz,  was  the  average  weight  of  the  brain  of  a  man.  He 
referred  humorously  to  the  fact  that  since  ladies  began  to 
use  bicycles  they  were  beginning  to  talk  less,  and  he  hoped 
their  organs  of  speech  would  not  suffer  from  the  fact  that 
cycling  prevented  voluble  conversation.  Proceeding  to  the 
direct  subject  of  his  lecture,  Mr.  Kelly  exhibited  a  number 
of  limelight-views,  showing  the  process  of  germination,  the 
embryo  seed,  barley  growing,  a  mangrove-forest,  and  trans- 
verse sections  of  roots  and  stems.  He  also  explained  and 
exhibited  the  peculiarities  of  the  "pitcher-plant  "  and  a  fine 
section  of  a  rhododendron.  Vegetation  and  fructification 
formed  the  second  part  of  the  lecture.  The  carriage  of 
pollen  by  insects  was  described,  and  some  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  orchids  were  shown  on  the  screen.  The  flowers  of 
the  thistle  defended  from  beetles  and  ants  evoked  a  com- 
parison between  the  British  and  the  Boers,  the  latter  retiring 
before  the  enemy.  The  ants  were  also  compared  to 
chemists,  whose  labours  for  the  public  were  not  sufficiently 
appreciated.  Sections  of  belladonna  and  digitalis  were 
shown,  and  cross-fertilisation  by  insects  came  in  for  a  share 
of  attention.  Ferns  and  their  propagation  formed  the  third 
and  concludkg  part  of  the  lecture,  which  was  delivered 
throughout  in  a  breezy,  interesting  style  which  recommended 
it  to  the  appreciation  of  the  audience. 


Zhc  B.]j>.Ct  formulary. 


Mb.  Peter  Boa. 


At  a   meeting  of  the  Formulary  Committee  held  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W  O,  on  December  6  (present  Messrs. 
Martindale,  Bird,  Martin,  Ransom,  Wilson,   Symes,  and 
Naylor),  Mr.  Martindale  intimated  his  retirement  from  the 
chair,  and  was  thanked  for  his  valuable  services  during  the 
last  thirteen  years.    Mr.  N.  H.  Martin,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
was  unanimously  elected  to  succeed  him,  and  Mr.  Naylor 
was  reappointed  Secretary.    It  was  agreed  to  invite  Mr. 
Peter  Boa,  of  Edin- 
burgh,  and  Mr.  H. 
Wilson,  of  Southamp- 
ton, to  fill  the  places 
vacated   by  Mr.  T. 
Maben  (resigned)  and 
the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Greenish.  The  Secre- 
tary was  instructed 
to    convey    to  Mr. 
Maben  the  thanks  of 
the  members  for  the 
able  assistance  he  had 
rendered    the  com- 
mittee     from  its 
formation.    So  as  to 
make     the  future 
editions      of  the 
Formulary  as  widely 
useful  as  possible,  it 
was    agreed    to  in- 
clude, as  far  as  con- 
venient, formula;  for  all  preparations  which  are  generally 
prescribed  by  physicians  for  pharmacists  to  dispense.  With 

a  view  to  accomplishing 
this,  suggestions  from 
members  of  the  Confer- 
ence and  from  pharma- 
cists in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  will  be  wel- 
comed by  the  Chairman, 
Mr.  N.  H.  Martin, 
Ravenswood,  Low  Fell, 
Gateshead  on-Tyne,  or 
by  the  Secretary,  Mr. 
W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  38 
Southwark  Street,  S.E. 

Mr.  Boa,  who  succeeds 
Mr.  Maben,  is  the  popu- 
lar Chaiiman  of  the 
North  British  Branch 
of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  an  ex- 
aminer. He  has  had 
wide  experience  as  a 
practical  pharmacist  in 
England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  and  succeeded 
to  the  late  Mr.  John 
Mackay's  business.  Mr.  Wilson  is  an  old  pupil  of  Dr. 
Thresh's,  and  was  for  some  years  in  the  laboratories  of 
Messrs.  J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Manchester,  before  he 
went  to  Southampton  as  a  partner  in  Mes3rs.  Randall  Son's 
business. 


Something  to  be  Thankful  fob. — "An'  hoo's  the  guid 
wife,  Sandy  ? " 

"  Did  ye  no  hear  that  she's  dead  and  buried  ?  "  said  Sandy 
solemnly. 

"  Dear  me  1  Surely  it  must  have  been  very  sudden  2 " 
"Ay,  it  was  sudden,"  returned  Sandy.  "Ye  see,  when 
she  turned  ill  we  had  na  time  to  send  for  the  doctor,  sae  I 
gitd  her  a  bit  pouther  that  I  had  lying  in  my  drawer  for  a 
year  or  twa,  an'  that  I  got  frae  the  doctor  mysel',  but  hadna' 
ta'en.  What  the  pouther  was  I  dinna  verra  weel  kin,  but 
she  died  soon  after.  It's  a  sair  loss  to  me,  I  can  assure  ye, 
but  it's  something  to  be  thankfu'  for  I  didna  tak  the  pouther 
mysel ." 


Mr,  H.  Wilson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.; 
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Chemists  in  the  Wab — We  have  arranged  with  our 
correspondent  at  Oape  Town  for  cabled  messages  to  be  seat 
regarding  any  persons  connected  with  the  drug-trade  who 
may  be  wounded,  killed,  or  otherwise  involved  in  the  war. 
Communications  from  subscribers  in  South  Africa  to 
our  correspondent  at  Cape  Town  should  be  addressed  to 
The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist,  P.O.  Box  285,  Cape  Town. 
When  the  last  steamer  lefc  Oape  Town  the  C.  D.  repre- 
sentative there  had  received  no  news  of  any  casualties 
among  chemists  who  are  fighting  at  the  front,  of  whom  there 
is  a  goodly  number. 

Wounded — Among  the  officers  wounded  in  the  sortie 
from  Kimberley  on  November  25  was  Oaptain  Rush,  who  is 
believed  to  be  the  Lieutenant  Ru^h  of  the  Oape  Mounted 
Police,  a  brother  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  F.  S.  Joint,  chemist, 
South  Street,  Exeter. 

Petal-dust  foe  the  Sick-wabds  —The  Rosmarine 
Manufacturing  Company  (Limited),  Stamford  Street,  S  E  , 
are  supplying  the  hospital  ship  Princess  of  Wales  with 
10,000  packets  of  their  "  Petal  dust."  We  hear  also  that 
the  Piincess  of  Wales  has  asked  that  a  few  packets  be  sent 
to  her  at  SandriDgham. 

Foe  the  Widows  and  Oephans  — A  collection  amongst 
the  employes  of  the  Lamson- Paragon  Supply  Company 
(Limited),  Canning  Town,  E.,  in  aid  of  the  Daily  Telegraph 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  realised  the  sum  of  827s.  Chis 
amount  included  78m.  subscribed  by  German  workers  in  the 
company's  Berlin  factory. 

The  Chemist  and  the  Highlandebs'  Spats — When 
it  was  thought  that  the  Cape  Town  Highlanders  would  go  to 
the  front  it  was  found  necessary  to  dye  their  gaiters,  white 
being  altogether  too  good  a  target  for  the  Boers.  A  chemist 
was  instructed  to  do  the  job,  and  there  was  some  fun  in  it, 
for  the  men  had  only  one  pair  each.  The  chemist  went 
over  the  whole  lot  in  a  very  short  time,  pocketed  his  money, 
and  walked  away  with  the  air  of  one  who  kne  v  his  businasj, 
the  dyer's  as  well. 

At  least  one  Chemist  is  now  in  Mafeking,  and  has 
been  there  during  the  whole  of  the  siege.  This  is  Mr.  J.  E. 
Jones,  an  English  Minor  man,  who  is  partner  in  a  business 
which  he  manages  there  Mrs  Jones  got  further  south 
before  the  town  was  besieged  Her  confidence  in  the  future 
of  Mafeking  and  in  the  safety  of  her  husband  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  this  week  we  have  received  instructions  from 
her  to  continue  her  husband's  subscription  to  The  Chemist 
and  Deuggist,  and  asking  for  the  copies  not  delivered 
during  the  siege  to  be  forwarded  to  her. 

The  Queen's  Chocolate-box  is  a  mystery  of  the  deepest 
character.  Neither  the  firms  who  are  making  the  boxes  nor 
the  makers  of  the  chocolate  are  permitted  to  part  with  a 
single  box  or  give  even  a  photograph  of  them.  One  of  the 
firms  informs  us  that,  "  the  Queen  having  expressed  the 
desire  that  none  but  her  soldiers  and  sailors  in  that  campaign 
should  receive  the  tins,  special 


orders  have  been  issued  that 
no  more  than  the  required 
number  shall  be  manufactured, 
so  that  when  the  total  number 
has  been  completed  the  dies 
will  be  destroyed."  This,  of 
course,  is  just  what  any  other 
person  would  stipulate  in  such 
circumstances,  but  everybody 


is  curious  to  know  what  the 
Queen's  box  is  like.  Our  contemporary  the  Ironmonger 
has  got  at  least  one  authentic  piece  of  information  about 
the  boxes — viz.,  that  the  background  of  the  tin  is  royal-red, 
the  medallion  gilt,  and  the  monogram,  "  V.R  I.,"  red,  white, 
and  blue.  The  sketch  which  we  give  is  supposed  to  bs  the 
real  thing.  The  first  consignment  of  ths  chocolate  goe3 
out  this  week. 

A  Similar  Seceect  to  that  exhibited  about  the  chocolate- 
box  is  also  exercised  in  regard  to  pharmaceutical  masters  by 


the  military  authorities  at  the  Oape,  but  our  correspondent 
there  has  ascertained  that  the  Cape  Government  Railways,  at 
their  Salt  River  works,  bave  iecettly  completed  one  of  the 
finest  Red  Cross  trains  that  has  ever  seen,  or  is  likely  to  see, 
i  ervice.  There  is  no  doubt  that  maDy  of  the  British  railroad - 
car  builders  could  turn  out  a  more  elaborate  train,  but  they 
are  not  at  the  Oape,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  their  services  in 
this  direction  will  be  rt  quired  in  the  near  future.    For  one 


thing,  if  ever  war  should  take  place  in  the  "tight  little  island," 
the  country  is  too  thickly  populated  to  admit  of  such  an  arrange- 
mentasaRed  Crosstrain,  hospitals  not  being  so  rare  and  so  far 
apart  as  in  the  Cape  and  Natal.  The  train  itself  is  made  up  of 
six  ordinary  main-line  cars  with  a  saloon  in  the  middle,  which 
does  duty  at  one  end  as  kitchen  and  at  the  other  as  a  phar- 
macy. It  is  intended  to  use  this  train  on  the  western 
system — i  e.,  from  Cape  Town  to  Kimberley,  or  beyond  if 
necessary.  Similar  trains,  on  not  quite  such  an  elaborate 
scale,  will  run  over  other  portions  of  the  railroad.  The 
movements  are  not  published,  for  obvious  reasons.  [The 
picture  given  here  represents  the  car  referred  to  by  our 
correspondent.  It  is  from  a  photograph. — Ed  ]  0 
The  Imperial  Hospital  at  Ladtsmith  answers  its 
purpose  admirably.  It  comprises  the  English  and  Dutch 
Churches,  and  the  Town  Hall.  The  Rontgen-ray  apparatus 
is  being  used  in  the  everyday  work  of  the  hospital,  and  is 
under  the  care  of  Sergeant-Major  Bruce,  who,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, used  the  apparatus  with  signal  effect  in  the 
Military  Hospital  at  Omdurman,  and  he  went  direct  from 
that  place  to  Natal.  Dr.  Visser,  a  surgeon  attached  to  the 
Boer  forces,  is  in  attendance  on  the  Boer  wounded,  who  for 
the  most  part  are  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  At 
Wjnberg,  Cape  Colony,  the  Military  Hospital  continues  to 
receive  the  wounded  of  both  sides,  who  are  brought  round 
the  coast  in  special  transports  and  hospital-ships.  The 
transport  of  the  wounded  and  the  tender  care  which  is 
awaiting  them  on  the  arrival  at  the  hospitals  (this  one  at 
least)  are  an  object  lesson  to  the  world  of  what  can  be  done 
in  this  direction.  The  war  is  being  conducted  as  humanely  as 
possible  on  the  British  side.  The  Boers  who  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Tommy  Atkins  are  a  great  deal  better  off  than  they 
ever  could  have  bsen  among  their  own  people.  The  dis- 
embarking at  the  Cape  Town  docks  is  carried  out  with  the 
utmost  care  and  despatch;  the  more  serious  cases  being  landed, 
bed  and  all,  by  steam,  and  placed  on  board  the  Red  Oross 
trains  alongside.  Then  comes  a  short  run  of  about  ten  miles 
to  the  Wynbert*  camp,  situated  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain 
range  overlooking  False  Bay — one  of  the  most  beau' if  ul  spots 
in  the  Cape  peninsula.  The  hospital-ship  Spartan  is  at 
Darban.  The  officer  in  charge  the  other  day  entertained 
some  local  medicos,  who  expressed  their  entire  satisfaction 
with  the  arrangements  for  receiving  the  wounded,  on 
boatd. —  Our  Cape  Correspondent,  November  23. 


Tbade- masks. — Messrs.  G.  Foster  Clark  &  Co.,  the  pro- 
prietors of  "Eiffel  Tower"  lemonade,  &c,  are  registering 
their  trade-maik  at  the  Cape.  Messrs.  Laidlaw,  Mackill  & 
Co  (Limited),  Glasgow,  will  register  their  trade-maik  on 
December  9,  covering  sheep-dips  acd  simi'ar  goofs. 
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flDamagee 


De  Bcsh — Jorak. — On  December  6,  at  St.  Margaret's 
Westminster,  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Smith,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Cvril  Robins,  Baron  de  Bush,  of  Preshaw,  Hants,  to  Clara 
Pauline  daughter  of  the  late  Louis  Grund  Joran,  of  Freeport, 
Illinois,  U.8  A. 

Vallanoe — Woolley. — On  December  6.  at  St.  John's 
C  hurch,  Higher  Broughton,  Manchester,  by  the  Rev.  H.  J.  B. 
Armstrong,  M.A.,  Rector,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J  Birch 
Jones,  B  D.,  Rector  of  All  Saints',  West  Gorton,  Arthur 
Clayton  Vallance,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (of  Messrs.  J. 
Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.'s  staff),  to  Gertrude  Daisy,  second 
daughter  of  the  late  Percy  Woolley,  of  Manchester. 


Beatba. 

Greenwood. — On  November  24,  Mr.  Samuel  Greenwood, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Bradford.    Aged  54. 

Heathcoth. — On  November  26,  Mr.Bdward  GilbertHeath- 
cote,  chemist  and  droggist,  Bradford.    Aged  53. 

Jackson. — On  December  4,  at  Whitehaven,  Dr.  T.  Jackson. 
Aged  65.  The  deceased  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
drug- trade  with  Messrs.  Randleson  &  Forster,  chemists, 
Whitehaven. 

Stanford. — At  Glenwocd,  Dalmuir,  Dumbartonshire,  on 
December  8,  Mr.  Edward  Charles  Cortis  Stanford,  J.P.,  F.I.C., 
F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  managing  director  of  the 
British  Cbem'cal  Company  (Limited).     Mr.  S'anford  was 


a  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Coitis,  chemist,  Worthing 
and  for  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years  he  had  been  closely 
associated  with  pharmaceutical  chemistry.  He  became  a 
student  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  Bloomsbury  Square,  in 
1856,  and  at  the  end  of  the  session  took  the  highest  honours 
that  were  available — namely,  Ihe  medals  in  chemistry  and 
pharmacy  and  botany  and  materia  medica.    He  then  became 


assistant  to  the  late  Professor  Redwood,  and  while  acting  in 
that  capacity  began  a  research  on  kelp  and  iodine  manufacture, 
and  delivered  lectures  on  tbe  subject  before  the  Society  of 
Arts.    These  brought  him  into  notice,  and  the  improved 
processes  of  manufacture  which  he  had  invented  were 
adopted  on  a  practical  scale  by  Mr.  Patterson,  of  Glasgow, 
with  whom  Mr.  Stanford  became  associated,  and  under  his 
direction  the  production  of  iodine  at  Clydebank  became  a 
v* ry  profitable  industry  until  the  advent  of  Chilian  nitrate 
crippled  it.    Although  his  original  process  was  found  on 
experience  to  require  modification,  Mr.  Stanford  was  too 
clever  a  chemist  not  to  adapt  his  ideas  to  practical  ends,  and 
the  arrangements  of  the  chemical-factory  at  Clydebank 
stand  as  a  memorial  of  his  organising-skill.    In  several  re- 
spects it  is  one  of  the  most  complete  chemical- factories  in 
the  kingdom,  every  detail  of  the  works  having  been  care- 
fully planned  and  carried  out.    Mr.  Stanford's  original  idea 
for  the  manufacture  of  iodine  was  to  extract  the  salts  from 
seaweed  by  diffusion  and  without  burning  it.    This  was 
found  to  be  impracticable  on  a  large  scale,  and  therefore  he 
turned  his  atten'ion  to  less  wasteful  production  of  kelp. 
Through  his  efforts  the  kelpmakers  of  Ireland  and  the 
Hebrides  gradually  improved  the  quality  of  their  product,  while 
the  Norwegian  kf'pmakers  under  Mr.  Stanford's  instructions 
have  produced  a  kelp  richer  in  iodides  and  more  suitable  for 
treatment  than  either  Irish  or  Scotch  kelp.    The  monograph 
upon  the  iodine  industry  in  Thorpe's  "  Dictionary  of  Applied 
Chemistry"  was  written  by  Mr.  Stanford.    It  gives  those 
who  had  not  the  honour  of  Mr.  Stanford's  acquaintance  some 
idea  of  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  subject.    Arising  from 
his  researches  on  the  isolation  of  iodides  from  seaweeds  by 
diffusion,  he  about  fifteen  years  ago  introduced  intochemistry 
a  new  body  called  algin,  the  substance  which  gives  seaweed 
its  peculiar  texture.    This  algin  is  an  exceedingly  viscous 
compound,  and  there  appeared  to  be  a  Juture  before  it  as 
a  sizing-agent,  but  it  never  succeeded.    One  of  Mr.  Stanford's 
latest  researches  with  the  body  was  the  preparation  of  an 
iron  salt  of  it  which  has  been  found  of  considerable  thera- 
peutic interest,  the  compound  being  apparently  more  readily 
assimilated  by  the  b'ood  than  any  otrier  iron  compound. 
His  last  research  was  on  the  ac  ive  principle  of  the  thyroid 
gland,  and  it  resulted  in  tbe  isolation  of  thyroglandin.  The  re- 
sults of  this  invtstigation  were  communicated  to  the  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Belfast.  Mr.  Stan- 
ford in  his  early  day  was  an  enthusiastic  photographer,  and 
while  at  Bloom-bury  Square  did  a  great  deal  of  work  in 
regard  to  photographic  developers.    On  one  occasion  he  told 
us  that  photography  at  that  time  required  endurance  as  well 
as  patience,  for  it  was  often  necesi-ary  to  sit  up  all  night 
watching  the  development  of  a  plate.    He  had  a  collection 
of  splendid  prints  made  forty  years  ago,  and  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  write  for  us  a  few  articles  on  his  experience  on 
the  subject.    He  always  kept  in  touch  with  pharmacy,  and 
when  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  visited  Edirburgh  in 
1892  he  was  appointed  to  the  presidential  chair,  and  made  a 
most  popular  President.    On  the  other  hand  he  was  equally 
intimate  with  applied  chemistry,  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  and  occupied  the  pre- 
sidential chair  at  the  Edinburgh  meeting  in  1894.    He  had 
also  been  chairman  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
section  of  that  Society.    Mr.  Stanford  was  a  large- hearted 
man,  and  exceedingly  liberal  in  his  views.    His  writing  and 
his  conversation  indicated  his  wide  and  varied  culture,  and 
the  pleasant  humour  which  always  characterised  him  made 
him  popular  in  all  societies.    To  Cbdebank  he  was  a  real 
benefactor,  especially  in  regard  to  its  educational  institutions. 
For  some  yeats  he  was  chairman  of  the  School  Board,  and 
it  was  his  greatest  pride  to  show  to  visitors  the  fine  school 
in  the  town,  which  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  most  thorough 
and  methodical  elementary  schools  in  the  world.    Mr.  Stan- 
ford (who  assumed  this  surname  early  in  life)  is  survived  by 
Mrs.  Stanford  and  a  large  family.     His  eldest  son,  Dr.  C.  E. 
Cortis  Stanford,  graduated  at  the  Glasgow  University  last 
year,  having  previously  taken  the  Bachelor  of  Science 
degree  at  that  University. 

Tucker. — On  December  9,  after  an  operation,  Lottie, 
wife  of  W.  T.  Mignot  Tucker,  chemist,  Kingsbridge,  Devon. 


Abrowroot  has  nowalmrst  ceased  to  be  cultivated  in 
Nata',  except  to  the  extent  of  a  few  acres  in  Alexandra. 
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Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Re  C.  H.  Roche. 

Notice  is  given  by  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland 
that  ar>  a  tittiDg  on  December  20  inquiry  will  be  made  into 
the  affairs  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Roche,  of  the  Medical  Hall, 
Cork,  recently  adjudicated  a  bankrupt.  Moneys  due  by  the 
debtor  will  be  proved  and  admitted  on  the  occasion. 


Re  George  D.  Kirkness,  West  Clyde  Street,  Helensburgh, 
Chemist. 

This  debtor  has  signed  a  trust-deed  for  behoof  of  his 
creditors  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Finlay,  accountant, 
38  Portland  Street,  Kilmarnock,  to  whom  claims  should  be 
sent  in. 


Re  Edward  James  Francis  Garner,  251  Netherfield  Road 
North,  Liverpool,  late  of  53  Victoria  Street,  Douglas, 
Isle  of  Man,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

This  debtor's  accounts  show  liabilities  to  unsecured 
creditors,  450Z.  6s.  Id.,  and  assets  consisting  of  cash 
deposited  with  solicitor  for  costs  of  petition,  157. ;  stnck- 
to-trade  (cost  100Z  ),  501.  ;  trade-fixtures,  fittings,  &c  ,  251. ; 
furniture,  151. ;  making  105Z.,  from  which  11.  15s.  has  to  be 
deducted  for  preference  claims,  leavicg  971  5s.,  and  showing 
a  deficiency  of  353Z.  Is  Id. 


Re  George  Whyte,  Elgin,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
The  following  are  creditors  of  this  debtor: — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Ackrill,  Robt.,  Harrogate  ... 

6 

13 

1 

Armour  &  Co.,  London 

3 

17 

3 

Avery,  John,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Aberdeen,.. 

7 

11 

11 

Benedietus,  Henry,  &  Sons,  London 

20 

0 

0 

Blyton,  Astley  &  Co.,  Manchester 

9 

0 

4 

British  Syphon  Manufacturing  Company, 

London 

10 

1 

7 

Cope  Bros.  &  Co.  (Limited),  Liverpool  ... 

21 

13 

2 

Crabbie,  J.,  &  Co.  iLimited),  Leith 

3 

18 

0 

Crown  Perfumery  Company,  London 

7 

10 

0 

Day  &  Sons,  Crewe  ... 

2 

19 

6 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester   

21 

8 

7 

Durant  &  Co.,  London 

2 

1 

6 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool 

269 

1 

9 

Fislet,  A.,  London  ...   

6 

3 

3 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London 

4 

3 

4 

Friedlander  &  Co.,  Glasgow   

19 

0 

0 

Gallaher  (Limited),  Glasgow   

5 

5 

4 

Gillan,  A.,  Elgin   

1 

2 

6 

Higgins,  Wm.„  Glasgow   

1 

13 

9 

Hinshelwood,  Thos.,  &  Co.,  Glasgow 

2 

16 

4 

Kriegsfield,  B.,  &  Co.,  Manchester 

25 

19 

6 

Lambert  &  Butler,  London   

20 

14 

0 

Leath  &  Ross,  London 

5 

18 

0 

Lorimer  &  Moyes,  Glasgow   

10 

16 

6 

Macfarlan,  J.  F.,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh 

2 

4 

8 

Marshalls  (Limited),  London 

6 

14 

0 

McLardy,  Samuel,  Manchester  ... 

12 

19 

2 

McWattie,  Jas.,  &  Sons,  Arbroath 

12 

17 

1 

Mitchell,  S.,  &  Son,  Glasgow   

47 

17 

5 

Mould  &  Tod,  Edinburgh  

13 

11 

0 

Paterson,  Wm.,  &  Sons,  Aberdeen 

131 

14 

1 

Pinto,  De  Sola  &  Co.,  London 

22 

17 

0 

Sheriffs,  J.  A.,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh  

9 

15 

0 

Shirras,  Laing  &  Co.  (Limited),  Aberdeen 

2 

7 

9 

Smith  &  Co.,  London 

16 

7 

5 

Smith,  Lewis  &  Sons,  Aberdeen  

1 

16 

0 

Smith,  T.  &  J.,  Glasgow  

30 

18 

6 

Spillane,  C,  Limerick 

2 

1 

8 

Tomlinson  cfe  Hayward,  Lincoln  ... 

2 

15 

0 

Wallace  &  Thorn,  Glasgow  

3 

6 

9 

Waller  &  Sinclair,  Edinburgh 

12 

18 

0 

Bankers'  claims   

106 

11 

2 

Re  John  Lawrence  Stewart,  27  North  Parade,  Bradford. 

This  debtor,  in  the  course  of  his  public  examination  at 
the  Bradford  Bankruptcy  Court  on  December  7,  stated  that 
he  had  been  concerned  in  certain  patents,  bat  had  never  made 
anything  out  of  them.  Although  he  had  no  means  la*t  year 
he  became  guarantor  for  the  payment  of  1501.  on  behalf  of 
Mrs.  Stewart.  His  wife  was  unable  to  pay  the  money,  and 
he  was  also  unable  to  pay,  the  result  being  that  he  was  made 


a  bankrupt.  He  sold  his  furniture  in  order  that  his  wife 
might  be  able  to  purchase  the  homoeopathic  dispensary.  He 
bad  not  contributed  to  his  wife's  household  expenses  for  seven 
or  eight  years.  The  debtor  was  eventually  allowed  to  pass 
his  examination. 


Re  Bessie  Stewart,  27  North  Parade,  Bradford, 
Homoeopathis-t. 
At  Bradford  County  Court  on  December  6.  replying  to  the 
Official  Receiver,  this  debtor  stated  that  on  May  13,  1898,  she 
went  into  business  for  the  first  time  in  her  life.  For  seven 
years  she  and  her  family  had  been  living  on  the  proceeds  of 
property  belonging  to  her  which  was  sold.  In  May,  1898,  she 
purchased  the  homosopatruc  dispensary  in  North  Parade 
from  Mrs.Worsnop.  Mrs.  Worsnop  asked  150Z  for  the  business, 
bat  the  debtor  ultimately  agreed  to  pay  350Z.  to  cover  good- 
will and  instruction.  The  debtor  borrowed  about  350Z.  from 
friends  and  relatives,  and  a  good  deal  of  that  money  was 
owing  still.  Dating  eighteen  months  she  made  1502.  profit, 
but  she  had  a  difficulty  in  meeting  her  payments  as  they  be- 
came due,  and  on  October  16  her  creditors  were  called  to- 
gether. Then  Mrs.  Worsrop  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy 
against  her  and  her  husband.    The  examination  was  closed. 


Re  Nayloe,  Pike  &  Grimes,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E.C., 
East  Inoia  Merchants. 

AN  application  for  an  order  of  discharge  was  made  on 
December  8,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  behalf  of 
Percy  Naylor,  a  member  of  this  firm,  which  failed  in  June, 
1892.  fhe  accounts  showed  total  liabilities  13,9382.,  in- 
cluding about  4,0002.  due  to  a  doz-n  firms  of  chemists  and 
patent-medicine  manufacturers.  The  Official  Receiver  re- 
ported that  the  assets  had  realised  sufficient  to  pay  a 
dividend  of  5%d.  in  the  pound.  Af<er  hearing  the  applica- 
tion the  report  was  upheld  and  the  discharge  suspended  for 
a  further  period  of  two  years. 


2>eeo  of  Hrrangement. 

Wyles,  William,  9  Kimberley  Terrace,  Great  Yarmouth,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Trustee,  Lovewell  Blake,  Great  Yarmouth,  chartered 
accountant.  Dated,  December  1 ;  filed  Dectember  8.  Secured 
creditors,  980?. ;  liabilities  unsecured  943?.  8s.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
607/.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 


S  I.  d. 

Allisou,  Johusou  &  Foster  (Limited),  Hull    ..       ..  35  0  0 

Barclay  &  Co.  (Limited).  London    32  0  0 

Barrou,  Harvey  &  Co.,  London  . .       . .                . .  26  0  0 

Bellamy,  H.,  Great  Yarmouth   10  0  0 

Caley  &  Co.,  Norwich    41  0  0 

Jary,  Frank,  Great  Yarmouth  ..       ..       ..       ..  75  0  0 

Jary,  T.,  Lowestoft    62  0  0 

Lee,  G..  London   22  0  0 

Lee,  E.,  L  nrion   50  0  0 

Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited),  London         .,       ..       ..  12  0  0 

Newbery,  F.,  &  Sons,  London   11  0  0 

Palmer  Brothers,  Great  Yarmouth     . .       . .       . .  18  0  0 

Wilkinson.  J.  T.,  Pendleton    10  0  0 

Willows,  Frai  cis.  Butler  &  Thompson,  Londcn     ..  12  0  0 

Wyles,  Mary,  Market  Deeping   35  0  0 

Wyley.  Mrs.,  Great  Yarmouth   150  0  0 

Wyley,  Dr.,  Great  Yarmouth   18  0  0 

Bankers'  claims       . .      . .       . .      . .       . .  30  C  0 


(Sa3ette. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Receiving  Orders. 

Jeanes,  George,  Liverpool,  chemist. 

Tivy,  William  James,  Clifton,  physician  and  surgeon. 

ADJUDICATIONS. 
Brown,  Sidney,  Caffyn  Street,  Blaekfriars,  S.E.,  and  Aytoun  Road, 

Stockwell,  S.W.,  manufacturing  perfumer,  &c. 
Nevitt,  John  George,  Leeds,  surgeon. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Aldridge,  Henry  Ernest,  Derby,  mineral- water  manufa::  .rer — dis- 
charge suspended  for  two  years,  ending  November  7, 1901. 
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pbtlafcdpbia  i£yport  jgypositfon. 

(  By  our  Special  Correspondent.) 


THE  National  Export  Exposition,  previously  referred  to  in 
the  pages  of  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist  (Sep- 
tember 30,  page  547),  will  be,  by  the  time  this  report  is 
published,  a  matter  of  history.  For  obvious  reasons  it  is 
not  necessary  to  refer  in  detail  to  the  large  number  of 
exhibits  made  and  their  extensive  character,  especially  in 
the  field  of  Yankee  mechanical  inventions,  which  was  most 
in  evidence;  but  there  were  a  number  of  exhibits  along 
pharmaceutical  and  chemical  lines  that  are  deserving  of 
warm  praise.  The  real  object  of  the  Exposition  was  to 
promote  U  S.  foreign  trade,  and  it  has  been  a  signal  success. 
More  than  1,200  000  people  have  attended  it.  In  the  course 
of  an  interview,  Dr.  W  P.  Wilson  (the  head  of  the  Com- 
mercial Museum),  who  acted  as  the  Director- General  of  the 
Exposition,  said : — 

The  Exposition  has  done  much  good  to  U.S.  manufacturing 
interests.  I  liave  now  in  my  possession  hundreds  of  letters  from 
American  manufacturers,  which  demonstrate  conclusively  that 
orders  aggregating  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been 
received  from  abroad  that  would  not  have  been  obtained  had  the 
Export  Exposition  not  been  held.  One  of  the  most  important  fea- 
tures of  the  Exposition  was  the  International  Commercial  Congress. 
The  foreign  delegates  came  to  learn  the  nature  of  our  manufac- 
tured goods,  to  study  our  commercial  systems,  and  to  report  their 
observations  to  their  respective  Governments.  Nearly  all  of 
these  delegates  were  men  specially  qualified  for  the  work  to 
which  they  had  been  assigned,  and  reports  on  American  products 
and  methods  will  carry  considerable  weight  with  their  country- 
men. So  general  is  the  recognition  of  the  value  of  the  National 
Export  Exposition  that  a  strong  effort  is  being  made  to  hold  a 
similar  exposition  every  year. 

That  is  another  story,  however.  Juries  for  the  award  of 
prizes  for  the  exhibits  have  been  appointed,  that  for  the 
chemical  and  pharmaceutical  sec  ion  consisting  of  Professor 
Joseph  P.  Remington  (Chairman),  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Eogland 
(Secretary),  and  Mr  George  M.  Beringer.  The  awards 
have  not  yet  been  made  public,  but  a  number  of  medals  and 
diplomas  for  superiority  of  products  are  looked  for. 

The  subjoined  notes  are  upon  pharmaceutical  and  chemical 
products  actually  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 

Hance  Brothers  &  White,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited 
pharmaceutical  preparations,  specialities,  and  soda-fountain 
requisites.  The  display  of  the  first-named  class  embraced 
566  kinds  of  fluid  extracts,  209  kinds  of  solid  extracts,  over 
100  powdered  extracts,  50  kinds  of  resinoids  and  concentra- 
tions, 1,000  kinds  of  sugar  and  gelatin  coated  pills,  700 
kinds  of  compressed  tablets,  plain,  sugar  coated,  and 
chocolate  coated,  700  kinds  of  tablet-triturates,  180  kinds 
of  hypodermic  tablets,  250  kinds  of  lozenges,  90  kinds  of 
syrups,  30  kinds  of  wines,  250  kinds  of  e>lixirs,  also  tinctures, 
powders,  oleates,  cerates,  digestive  ferments,  &c.  The 
pharmaceutical  specialities  exhibited  included  certain  trade- 
marked  and  other  preparations,  some  in  packages,  others  in 
bulk.    A  series  of  chemicals  was  also  shown. 

Seabtjry  &  Johnson,  of  New  York  City,  made  an  exte  n 
sive  exhibit  of  the  products  of  what  they  termed  "  an  ideal 
American  industry,"  the  firm  having  been  the  pioneer  in  the 
manufacture  of  medicinal  plasters  in  indiarabber  combina- 
tions and  antiseptic  dressings  in  the  United  States.  The 
products  embraced  rubber  combination  plasters  (standardised 
wherever  possible,  that  of  belladonna  being  prepared  with 
an  extract  of  assaved  alkaloidal  strength,  the  finished- 
plaster  containing  0  5  per  cent,  of  the  belladonna  alkaloids), 
rubber  adhesive  plasters,  mustard-plasters,  isinglass  and 
court  plasters,  corn  and  bunion  plasters  (these  being  a  felt 
shield  spread  with  a  self-adhesive  and  medicated  disc  in  the 
centre,  which  disc  softens  and  removes  the  callosity). 
Absorbent  lint  and  cotton  were  also  shown,  and  a  complete 
line  of  antiseptic  dressings,  in  antiseptic  containers,  for  export. 

H.  K.  Mulfobd  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited  com- 
pressed tablets,  hypodermic  tablets,  triturates,  lozenges, 
fluid  extracts,  elixirs,  wines,  syrups,  and  tinctures ;  also 
effervescent  salts,  packed  in  hermetically-sealed  bottles, 
and  digestive  malt-extract  made  from  Canadian  malt, 
barley,  and  hops. 


Their  exhibit  also  contained  samples  of  diphtheria- 
antitoxin,  claimed  to  be  "more  free  from  albuminoid 
substance  of  the  blood  than  other  makes,"  tetanus-antitoxin, 
antistreptococcic  serum,  antipneumococcic  serum,  and  mallein 
as  well  as  other  antitoxines  and  vaccines. 

These  are  all  produced  in  the  firm's  own  biological  labora- 
tory s.  I  noticed  that  the  glycerinised  lymph  was  furnished 
in  a  case  which  serves  as  a  holder  for  the  vaccine  virus,  a 
rubber  bulb,  and  a  tube.  The  rubber  bulb  serves  as  a  cork 
for  the  package,  and  for  expelling  the  fluid  lymph  from 
the  capillary- tubes.  The  cap  of  the  case  is  so  made  that 
it  may  be  employed  (after  reversing  the  end  in  the  case)  as 
a  scarifier,  a  needle  being  used  on  account  of  the  ease 
with  which  it  may  be  sterilised  in  a  flame. 

Smith,  Kline  &  French  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  dis- 
plajed  representative  fluid  extracts,  powdered  extracts,  oleo- 
resir-s,  resinoids,  elixirs,  wines,  syrups,  concentrated  liquors, 
prepared  opium,  and  chemicals  for  medicinal  use  and  for 
the  arts. 

Rosengarten  &  Sons,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited  quinine 
sulphate  and  other  salts  of  cinchona  alkaloids,  morphine  sul- 
phate and  other  opium  products,  and  a  long  line  of  chemicals 
for  pharmaceutical  and  technical  purposes,  of  beautifully  clean 
appearance,  and  of  superior  quality  as  commercial  art'cles, 
among  which  were  noted  bromides,  iodides,  hypophosphites, 
bismuth  compounds,  scale  salts  of  iron,  and  metallic  salts 
generally,  besides  tannio,  camphor  monobromated,  meconic 
acid,  and  organic  chemical  products. 

Emil  Cauffman  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited  in 
original  bottles  a  "  girjger  brandy  "  they  have  been  making 
since  1856.  In  it*  manufacture  the  Jamaica  root,  deodorised 
alcohol,  sugar,  and  water  are  used. 

The  Clawson  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited 
vanilla  extiact  made  from  Mexican  bean;  ground  spices 
especially  selected  in  the  markets,  some  having  been  garden- 
grown  productions;  and  a  special  toilet-water. 

The  Van  Vleck  Winteb  Company,  of  Kansas  Cily, 
Mo.,  exhibited  glandular  products  obtained  from  the  organs 
and  tissues  of  healthy  sheep,  and  compressed  tablets  made 
from  the  same. 

William  R.  Warner  &  Co  ,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited 
soluble-coated  pills,  granules,  and  parvules,  granular  effer- 
vescent salts,  elixirs,  wines,  syrups,  tablets,  &c.  For  the 
soluble-coated  pills,  granules,  and  parvules,  which  have 
already  a  large  export  demand,  especially  for  Britain,  they 
claimed  "  the  thorough  and  scientific  admixture  of  the 
medicinal  ingredients  and  the  addition  of  a  compatible 
excipient  resulting  in  the  presentation  of  the  medicament  in 
a  form  for  rapid  disintegration  and  assimilation,  hence 
maximum  benefit  of  drug  employed  in  minimum  of  time." 

The  Keasbey  &  Mattinson  Company,  of  Ambler,  Pa., 
exhibited  various  preparations  of  magnesium  carbonate  and 
oxide  and  granular  effervescent  salts,  in  the  manufacture  of 
which  they  have  obtained  a  national  reputation  for  ex- 
cellence. 

John  Wyeth  &  Brother,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited  g 
collection  of  their  pharmaceutical  preparations,  embracina 
elixirs,  syrups,  wines,  fluid  extracts,  tinctures,  powdered 
extracts,  suppositories,  granular  effervescent  salts,  ophthalmic 
discs,  tablets,  hypodermic  tablets,  tablet  triturates,  lozenges, 
gelatin  capsules,  powders,  &c.  Accuracy,  elegance  of  form, 
and  palatability  of  products  were  claimed,  especial 
reference  being  made  to  the  firm's  new  gelatine  capsuled 
powders.  These  capsules,  it  was  alleged,  presented  the 
minimum  of  objection  which  obtains  against  all  artificial 
pill-coatiDgs,  being  soft  and  flexible  and  readily  disinte- 
grated and  dissolved,  and  with  contents  in  a  dry-powder 
form,  no  excipient  being  used.  They  are  a  very  ingenious 
class  of  preparation,  and  are  evidently  made  by  hydraulic 
compression  between  sheets  of  soft  gelatin  similar  to  the 
manner  of  making  gelatin  perles  of  liquids. 


Friend  :  "  And  did  the  doctors  give  you  up  1 "  Con- 
valescent :  "  Yes,  but  they  kept  everything  else." 

Fbom  a  Fbench  Subscbibeb. — "Ci-inclus,  le  montant 
de  mon  abonnement  &  votre  journal,  toujours  tres  interessant." 
(94/3) 

Db.  Ochme's  plan  of  aborting  boils  and  carbuncles  is  to 
apply,  three  or  four  times  in  twelve  hours,  collodion  contain- 
ing 1  to  2  gr.  of  salicylic  acid  to  1  dr. 
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personalities. 


A  good  portrait  of  the  Baroness  de  Bash  was  printed  in 
last  week's  Sketch.  We  also  observe  one  of  Mrs.  Fred 
Reynolds  in  the  Christmas  number  of  the  Ladies'  Realm, 
a  propos  of  her  new  novel. 

De.  Morgan  Dockrell,  whose  case  against  the  Sallyco 
Mineral  Water  Company  was  reported  in  the  C.  ft  D., 
April  29,  page  676,  has  been  presented  with  a  service  of 
plate  and  an  illuminated  addre  s.  The  presentation  was 
subscribed  by  medical  men  in  recognition  of  Dr  Dockrell's 
services  in  contesting  the  case  and  as  a  solatium  for  the 
heavy  legal  expenses  incurred. 

Councillor  Joseph  Beecham,  J  P.,  the  recently  elected 
Mayor  of  St.  Helens,  depmed  from  the  usual  procedure  by 
making  the  first  of  the  public  functions  in  connection  with 
his  office  a  grand  orchestral  concert.  The  gathering  was 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  which  has  been  seen  in  the  town 
for  some  years,  for  the  orchestra  engaged  was  the  celebrated 
combination  of  which  the  late  Sir  Charles  Halle  was  for 
many  years  conductor.  The  present  conductor,  Dr  Eichter, 
was  unable  to  be  pr-sent  owing  to  engagements  in  Vienna, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Beecham,  jun.,  son  of  the  Mayor,  and  a 
musician  of  considerable  ability,  wielded  the  baton  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  manner.  The  programme  included  or- 
chestral selections  from  Wagner,  Beethoven,  Tschaikowsky, 
and  Berlioz,  and  vocal  items  of  a  high  order  by  Miss  Lilian 
Blauvelt. 

Mb.  Thomas  Smith,  head  of  the  firm  of  Smith's  Printing 
and  Publishing  Agency,  of  London  and  St  Albans,  has  pre- 
sented to  the  emplojes  of  the  firm  at  St.  Albans  an  institute, 
which  will  be  known  as  the  Fleetville  Club  and  Institute. 
To  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  institution  Mr.  Smith,  on 
December  2,  entertained  the  whole  of  the  firm's  employes, 
together  with  a  number  of  friends,  to  a  sumptuous  tea  in 
one  of  the  large  rooms  of  the  Fleet  Printing  Woiks  at  St. 
Albans.  Mr.  Smith  presided  over  the  gathering  and  intro- 
duced Alderman  and  .sheriff  Treloar,  who  handed  the  deed 
of  conveyance  of  the  land  aod  building  to  the  Mayor  of  St. 
Albans,  who  in  turn  presented  them  to  Mr.  Townson,  the 
manager.  As  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of  the  handsome 
gift  the  employes  presented  to  Mr.  Smith  aa  album,  signed 
by  every  emploje,  and  an  address  of  thanks. 


ftraoe  IFlotes. 


We  shall  be  glad  if  users  of  the  Diary  will  add  to  the  list 
of  telegraphic  addresses  that  of  the  manufacturer  of  John 
Bond's  Crystal  Palace  Marking-ink,  which  is  "Actinic 
London." 

Messrs.  A.  M.  Post  (Limited),  96  and  98  Leadenhall 
Street,  E  0.,  manufacturers  of  Post's  C.B  Q  ,  have  joined  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade  As  ociation.  aod  consequently  the 
C.B  Q.  will  in  future  be  sold  at  protected  rates. 

Blaud  Pills — Bland  pills  in  new  illuminated  boxes  are 
offered  by  Mr.  Stephen  Waod,  of  Leicester.  The  pills  can 
be  obtained  either  white  or  pink  coated.  Tins  containing  a 
gross  are  offered  at  a  remarkably  low  price,  and  Mr.  Wand 
will  send  a  sample  tin  to  any  subscriber  who  sends  him  3§<Z. 
in  stamps. 

Photographic  Diary — The  Wellcome  Photographic 
Diary  has  taken  so  well  that  Messrs.  Burroughs.  Wellcome 
&  Co.  inform  us  a  third  edition  has  had  to  be  printed. 
Chemists  who  are  wanting  a  supply  of  the  diaries  for  their 
photographic  customers  should  order  them  as  early  in  the 
month  as  possible. 

Christmas  Holidays  — As  mentioned  in  the  first  page 
our  offices  will  be  closed  from  Dec  22  until  Dec.  27.  We 
also  learn  that  Messrs.  Ba'day  &  Son  (Limited),  druggists' 
sundriesmen,  &c,  Farringdon  Street,  will  be  shut  on  Decem- 
ber 25  and  26  and  again  on  December  29  and  30.  the  latter 
for  stocktaking.  Messrs  Wright,  Layman  &  Dmney,  whole- 
sale druggists,  Southwark  Street,  will  be  closed  on  the  same 


dates.  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  inform  us  that 
they  will  be  closed  on  December  25  and  26. 

Artistic  Show-cards. — Messrs.  Durant  &  Co.,  Rosebery 
Avenue,  E.C.,  the  originators  of  Dylissia  toilet  preparations, 
have  sent  us  samples  of  two  exquisite  show-cards  which 
they  are  now  offering  to  the  trade.  One  is  pictorial,  and 
represents  the  pensive  maiden,  to  whom  we  have  previously 
referred,  who  sits  on  a  grassy  bank,  with  a  woodland  glade 
as  background.  It  is  framed  in  green  and  gold.  The  com- 
panion show-card  is  framed  in  white  and  gold,  and  is  a  well- 
balanced  design  in  colours  aod  gold,  with  cornflowers  as  the 
only  floral  decoration.    This  card  is  also  very  effective. 

Chinosol  Tablets— The  two  latest  forms  in  which 
chinosol  is  presented  for  use  are  chinosol  sanitary  tablets 
and  chinosol  bath  and  toilet  tablets  The  Chinosol  Hygienic 
Company,  36  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E  C,  in  sending  us  samples 
of  these  new  tablets,  call  our  attention  to  the  increasing  use 
of  chinosol  as  a  non- poisonous-  and  non- irritant  disinft-ctant, 
and  prophesy  that  when  the  virtues  of  chinosol  are  more 
known  it  will  be  an  important  item  of  sale  with  chemists. 
The  sanitary  tablets  are  put  up  in  boxes  containing  three  or 
six  tablets.  The  bath-tablets  are  put  up  in  screw-capped 
bottles,  and  are  beautifully  perfumed. 

Vibrona  Art.  —  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Holloway,  London,  N.,  the  manufacturers  of 
Vibrona,  have  just  published  the  first  of  a  series  of  historic 
English  pictures,  which  thev  are  offering  to  the  public  direct 
or  through  retailers  of  Vibrona.  It  is  a  reproduction  of  Good- 
all's  "  Cranmer  at  the  Traitor's  Gate,"  a  familiar  picture  to 
all  visitors  to  the  South  Kensington  Museum  The  picture 
is  reproduced  by  G.  Weatherman  &  Co.,  of  Enneld,  in  sepia, 
on  plate  paper,  measuring  20  by  25.  It  is  an  excellent  re- 
production of  the  original.  The  propr  ietor-*  of  Vibrona  are 
inserting  a  leaflet  in  most  of  the  popu'ar  magazines  in  regard 
to  the  picture.  The  leaflet  bears  a  reduced  facsimile  of  the 
picture,  with  particulars  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  obtained. 
They  offer  to  send  a  copy  to  any  address  within  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  in  the  Postal  Union,  for  2s  6d  ,  and  they  inform 
us  that  they  are  prepared  to  supply  chemists  with  the  pic- 
tures on  favourable  terms  for  retailing.  Any  of  our  sub- 
scribers who  stock  Vibrona  can  obtain  a  supply  of  the 
leaflets  on  application. 


Graoe^flDarfcs  HppUeo  for. 

Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancerj 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 

When  "no  claim"  is  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  abstracts,  this 
implies  "  no  claim  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  izord  "  in 
inverted  commas. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  15,  1899.) 

"  Sal-Vinto  "  (no  claim  for  "  Sal-Vin  ") ;  for  effervescent  saline 

and  febrifuge-powder.    By  W.  R.  Hoare,  6  Railway  Place, 

Fenchurch  Street.  E.C. 
"  Mentologin  " ;  for  cough,  &c,  pastilles.    By  H.  Davis,  56 

Northbrook  Street,  Newbury,  Berks.  226,133. 
"  Oowama  " ;  for  toilet-soaps  and  requisites;  &c.    By  the  Nirmalla 

Soap  Company,  91a  Billiter  Buildings,  E.C.  226,150. 
Signature  of  applicant ;  for  polishing-preparation.    By  F.  "Willmer. 

1  Loftus  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush  London.  223,103. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  22,  1899.) 
'Phobalite"  (no  claim  for  "Phos");  tor  chemical  substance 
By    W.    B.    Bottomley,    King's    College,    Strand,  W.C. 
224,954. 

"  Winder's  White  Pills,  Sec."  and  border  device  (which  is  tbe 

essential  particular) ;    for  a  tonic  pill.     By   J.  Nuttall, 

196  Ashton  Road,  Oldham.  224,307. 
"Oxit";  for  an  embrocation.    By  Oatley  Brothers,  45  Marker 

Street,  Chorley,  Lanes.  225,725. 
"  Tiger  " ;  for  saccharin.    By  the  Anglo-Continentaj  Cnemical" 

works  (Limited),  1  and  2  Rangoon  Street,  E.C. 

"  Sapodor  "  (no  claim  for  "  Sapo  ") ;  for  perfumed  soap  and  pe»- 
fumery.  By  the  Naamlooze  Vennootschap  Sapador  Fabrik, 
Langestraat  5,  Amsterdam.  224,731. 
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"  Zwina  " ;  for  perfumed  soaps.  By  G.  Baldwin  &  Co.,  77  Wal- 
worth Eoad,  London.  225,527. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  29, 1899.) 
"  Tubol  "  (no  claim  for  "  Tube  ") ;  for  photographic  and  pharma- 
ceutical chemicals.  By  B.  E.  Liesegang,  Dusseldorf,  Germany. 
225,739,  225,740. 

"  Kaslene  "  ;  for  vermin-exterminators.    By  B.  L.  Snow,  1  Fell 

Street,  E.C.  225,856. 
"  Dixlor  " ;  for  wash  for  killing  insects  on  hops,  fruit-trees,  &c. 

By  J.  Dixon,  Sons  &  Taylor,  26  Market  Street,  Bermondsey, 

S.E.  226,307. 

"  Valsang  " ;  for  chemicals.    By  F.  W.  Vallis,  Bromham,  near 

Chippenham.  226,486. 
"  Santovin  " ;  for  veterinary  preparations.    By  S.  Pettifer  & 

Sons,  Malmesbury,  Wilts.  226,575. 

"Pedo";  for  cure  for  corns,  warts,  and  bunions.  By  Field, 
Breeze  &  Co.  (Limited),  70  Oxton  Boad,  Birkenhead. 
225,512. 

'  Bobonia,"  and  wording  on  circular  label  (the  essential  particular 
is  the  word  "  Boronia  "  ;  no  claim  for  "Boron");  for  skin- 
ointment.  By  the  Boronia  Company,  1  The  Gables,  Milward 
Crescent,  Hastings.  216,811. 

Signature  of  applicant ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  E.  W. 
Grove,  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  U.S.A.  225,517. 

"  Ectodyne  "  ;  for  medicines.  By  B.  B.  Sumner  &  Co.,  50a  Lord 
Street,  Liverpool.  225,789. 

"  Antigermine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Antigerm  ") ;  for  a  chemical 
substance.  By  W.  Ernst,  Georgstrasse  40,  Hanover. 
226,005. 

"  Mentolocin  "  ;  for  cough,  &c,  pastilles.  By  H.  Davis,  36  and 
37  Northbrook  Street,  Newbury.  226,133. 

"  Oeangeine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Orange  ") ;  for  chemical  substances. 

By  J.  Morgan  Bichards,  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C.  226,587. 
"  Citrophen  "  ;  for  goods  in  Class  3.    By  J.  Boos,  Frankfort-on- 

Main.  226,322. 

"  Gbama  " ;  for  cameras  and  photographic  apparatus.  By  the 
Grama  Camera  Company,  101  The  Albany,  Old  Hall  Street, 
Liverpool.  224,964. 

"  Dulcenia  "  ;  for  perfume.  By  W.  H.  Caffyn,  6  Lome  Villas, 
Marlboro'  Boad,  South  Woodford.  225,953. 

"Throne";  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles,  &c.  By  E.  Cook 
&  Co.  (Limited),  East  London  Soapworks,  Bow,  E.  226,534. 

"  Easy  Mary  " ;  for  polishing-paste.    By  E.  Mitchell  &  Sons, 
5  Burnett  Place,  Bradford.  225,918. 


Business  Cbanoes, 

Messes.  Camebon  &  Hamilton  are  opening  a  branch 
drug-store  in  Sir  Lowry  Road,  Cape  Town. 

Ms.  Albert  Thobpe,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  opened 
a  handsome  pharmacy  at  7  Grand  Parade,  Highgate,  N. 

Mb  Ebnest  Pbebble,  who  was  for  some  years  with 
Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  has  taken  over  the 
business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Wynne  Thomas  at  187 
Kensington,  Liverpool. 

Mb.  A.  C.  Patbbson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  moved 
into  his  new  premises,  The  Victoria  Pharmacy,  Douglas, 
I  M.  The  shop,  which  is  handsomely  fitted  up  in  mahogany, 
is  built  on  the  site  of  a  part  of  the  Victoria  Street,  Wesleyan 
Chapel. 

Messes.  Bbyant  &  Aitkens,  foreign  and  colonial 
brokers,  23  Market  Boildings,  Mincing  Lane,  E  C,  have 
dissolved  partnership.  Mr.  A.  J.  Aitkens  will  continue  to 
carry  on  the  business  under  the  name  of  A.  J.  Aitkens  &  Co  , 
at  the  above  address,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Bryant  will  carry  on 
business  at  5  Market  Buildings,  under  the  style  of  Thomas 
Brvant  &  Co. 

Mb  J.  Lawebnson,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has  shops 
in  8t  ret  ford  Road,  Bridge  Street,  and  Chorlton- cum- Hardy, 
is  closing  the  last-named  pharmacy,  having  already  disposed 
of  his  fixtures.  A  correspondent  writes: — " Although 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy  is  one  of  the  most  thriving  of  the 
Manchester  suburbs,  it  has  not  proved  a  happy  settling 
groui  d  for  pharmacists.  I  hear  of  another  chemist  and 
druggist  in  the  village  who  would  be  glad  to  meet  with  a 
purchaser  for  it." 


Hsafetifca, 

By  John  C.  Umney. 


THE  statement  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898,  that 
asafetida  should  contain  not  less  than  £5  per  cent,  of 
matter  soluble  in  alcohol  (90-per-cent ),  and  should  yield 
not  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  ash  when  incinerated,  has 
been  the  subject  of  previous  comment  (see  C.  $;  D.,  vol.  Hi., 
1898,  page  131).  Mr.  C.  G.  Moor  has  recently  dealt  with 
the  subject  exhaustively,  and  an  abstract  of  his  communica- 
tion to  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts  was  printed  in  Tee 
Chemist  and  Dbuggist  last  week,  page  953.  Mr.  Moor 
is  reported  to  have  stated  that  the  sophistication  of  asafetida 
"  was  intentional,  as  pare  samples  could  be  had,  one  examined 
giving  only  7  per  cent  or  ash."  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  who 
was  also  present  at  the  meeting,  stated  that  he  had 
examined  asafetida,  and  found  that  "although  it  was  a  very 
much  mixed  drug,  still  pure  samples  were  obtainable." 

Mr.  Holmes  is  also  reported  to  have  stated  at  the  same 
meeting  that  "as  referee  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
Committee,  he  had  examined  asafetida,"  and  therefore  pre- 
sumably on  his  statements  the  stringent  requirements  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  were  based. 

It  should  be  noted  first  of  all  that  the  solubility  require- 
ments of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  are  more  stringent 
than  those  of  other  Pharmacopoeias,  even  that  of  the  United 
States,  which  requires  that  60  per  cent,  at  least  should  be 
soluble  in  its  official  alcohol  (94-per  cent.). 

Having  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  many  of  the 
very  finest  packages  of  asafetida  of  trade  during  the  last 
eight  years,  it  may  be  interesting  to  record  the  fact  that  in 
no  instance  could  average  samples  of  such  cases  be  obtained 
complying  with  the  present  requirements  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  although  selected  tears  from  various  cases 
of  the  drug  may  do  so.  Although  one  naturally  is 
in  favour  of  adopting  the  very  highest  possible  standard 
for  drugs  of  this  kind  for  medicinal  use,  still  there  is  a 
difficulty  in  accepting  as  a  standard  one  that  is,  at  the 
moment,  unobtainable  in  trade,  although  one  of  course 
hopes  that  by  the  setting-up  of  such  a  standard  the  sophis- 
tication which  now  undoubtedly  occurs  will  be  discontinued, 
and  a  far  purer  drug  sent  to  this  country. 

Ash. — The  ash  of  selected  tears  of  asafetida  often  falls  as 
low  as  4  per  cent.,  but  experiments  that  I  have  had  made  on 
cases  from  which  such  picked  tears  can  be  obtained  show 
that  when  the  whole  case  is  po  wdered  the  ash  is  not  less 
than  16  or  17  per  cent.,  making  due  allowance  for  the  loss 
in  weight  for  drying  and  powdering  (about  10  to  11  per 
cent.).  The  following  table  of  the  ash  of  various  samples 
of  asafetida  recently  obtained  in  trade  shows  fairly  con- 
clusively the  general  character  of  asafetida  met  with.  The 
sample  No.  5  is  one  from  the  finest  procurable  case  of 
asafetida  on  the  London  drug- market — it  being  distinctly 
understood,  of  course,  that  it  is  based  upon  an  average 
sample  of  the  drug,  and  not  a  few  specially  selected 
tears : — 

Ash  yielded  bij  Gum-resin. 


1   

3'2  per 

Lent,  (picked  tears) 

2  ... 

...     4-8  , 

1  >3 

3  ... 

...  577 

9  ') 

4  ... 

...  139 

,       (mixed  tears  and  mueb) 

5  ... 

...  21-5 

6  ... 

...  35-5 

,  (mass) 

7  ... 

...  44-1 

8  ... 

...  45-7 

9  ... 

...  578 

10  ... 

...  62-2 

THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  16,  1899 


Ash  yielded  by  Powdered  Gum-resin. 
11    21'5  per  cent. 


12 
13 
14 
15 


29-4 
31-3 
45'3 
57'7 


Solubility  in  Alcohol. — -The  requirement  of  the  United 
States  Pharmacopoeia  as  to  solubility  in  alcohol  is  that  60 
per  cent,  should  dissolve  (this  has  been  stated  to  be  difficult 
to  obtain  in  the  American  market ;  Pharm.  Journal, 
1896,  vol.  i.,  page  243) — 5  per  cent,  less  than  the 
Brit.  Pharm.  requires  should  be  soluble.  Dieterich  has 
already  stated  in  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist,  1898, 
vol.  lii.,  page  131,  that  in  his  opinion  the  proportion  soluble 
in  alcohol  required  by  the  Brit.  Pharm.  is  too  high, 
and  that  50  per  cent ,  the  limit  [of  the  German  Pharma- 
copoeia, would  be  preferable.  He  objects  also  to  the 
method  of  determination,  suggesting  that  it  would  be 
better  to  determine  the  portion  insoluble  in  alcohol  rather 
than  that  soluble.  This  must,  of  course,  be  obvious,  as  the 
proportion  of  volatile  oil  in  asafetida  varies  from  3g  to  7  per 
cent  or  thereabouts.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  solubility  in 
alcohol  varies,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  determine,  from 
2A  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent.,  the  determination  being  made 
from  the  amount  insoluble  and  not  from  the  proportion 
soluble.  These  figures  have  a  considerable  bearing  upon  the 
production  of  tincture  of  asafetida  if  thelproportion  of  gum- 
resin  required  to  be  present  be  inferred  from  the  require- 
ments of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  in  the  case  of  the  drug. 
The  following  are  the  proportions  of  nine  i  amples  soluble  in 
alcohol,  the  figures  being  determined  by  difference  : — 


79'8   per  cent. 

50-  85 

51-  5 
48-6 
48-4 
46-1 
29-7 
21-5 
21'1 


The  solubility-test  of  the  British  Pharmacopceia  is  in 
alcohol  of  90-per-cent.  strength,  but  I  find  by  experiment 
there  is  a  difference  between  the  proportions  soluble  in 
alcohol  of  that  strength  and  70-per-cent.  alcohol,  which  is 
the  strength  of  the  menstruum  indicated  in  the  instructions 
for  the  tincture  in  the  British  Pharmacopceia.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  figures  obtained  from  various  samples  are  not  propor- 
tional or  identical,  and  are  as  under  :  

Soluble  in  Soluble  in 

90-per-cent.  70-per  cent, 

alcohol  alcohol 

No.  1    (mixed  tears  and  mass)...  50  85  per  cent.  46  1  per  cent. 

„  2    (mass)   30'7        „  39-55  „ 

„  3    (selected  tears)  66'9        „  68'9  „ 

Taking,  therefore,  the  requirement  of  the  British  Phar- 
macopceia that  65  per  cent,  should  be  soluble  in  90-per-cent. 
alcohol,  and  assuming  (which  is  not  strictly  correct)  the 
same  proportion  should  be  soluble  in  70-per  cent,  alcohol, 
then  100  c.c.  of  the  tincture  should  leave  a  residue  of 
13  grammes,  provided  none  of  such  residue  were  volatile, 
or  12  grammes  if  allowance  is  made  for  the  volatile  con- 
stituents of  the  asafetida.  How,  then,  are  the  requirements 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  to  be  met  in  regard  to  the  drug 
and  tincture 

Drug. — Until  the  high  standard  fixed  in  the  Brit.  Pharm. 
has  had  its  influence  upon  the  gum- resin  as  found  in 
commerce,  raising  the  purity  of  same,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  sell  a  drug  which  (except  in  the  case  of  selected 
tears)  will  contain  a  higher  ash  than  required  by  the  Brit. 
Pharm.     For  that  reason  some  wholesale  diuggists  have 


for  a  year  or  more  printed  on  their  prices  current  the 
proportions  of  ash  yielded  by  various  grades  of  powdered 
asafetida.  This  seems  at  the  moment  to  be  the  best  method 
to  adopt  in  such  sales,  as,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Holmes's 
statement  to  the  contrary,  I  am  at  the  moment  unaware 
where  asafetida  in  any  commercial  quantity  answering  the 
pharmacopceial  requirements  can  be  obtained.  Tears  of 
asafetida  could  be  picked  answering  the  requirements  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  but  I  am  certain  that  a  case 
of  the  finest  drug  that  ever  enters  the  port  of  London  would 
not  yield  5  per  cent,  of  the  drug  of  the  official  standard. 

Tincture  — The  best  means  of  getting  over  the  difficulty 
in  the  case  of  the  tincture,  if  a  standard  is  to  be  inferred 
from  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  requirement  as  to  solubility 
of  the  drug  in  90-per-  cent,  alcohol,  appears  to  be  the  use  of 
a  greater  proportion  of  the  commercial  drug,  which  might 
have  to  be  nearly  double  that  requited  by  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia, and  standardization  of  the  tincture  so  that  100  c.c. 
yield  12  grammes  of  extractive.  The  only  other  method 
would  be  by  the  use  of  a  purified  strained  asafetida,  some- 
what on  the  lines  of  strained  ammoniacum  and  strained 
storax ;  but  a  great  objection  to  this  would  be  that  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  the  volatile  constituents  of  the 
asafetida  would  be  lost,  and  as  the  medicinal  value  is  largely 
due  to  these,  as  evidenced  by  the  continued  demand  for 
spt.  ammon.  fetid  ,  it  would  be  in  many  respects  objection- 
able. 

Scientific  proaresa. 

A.  New  Antiseptic. — According  to  L.  Coste  a  very  powerful 
antiseptic  is  prepared  by  the  following  method  : — Forty  parts  of 
finely-powdered  salicylic  acid,  35  parts  of  guaiacol,  and  25  parts  of 
phosphorus  oxychloride  are  heated  together  for  two  hours  in  a 
water-bath.  The  reaction-product  when  cold  is  diluted  with 
water,  and  alkali  is  added.  The  insoluble  residue  is  crystallised 
from  an  organic  solvent,  when  the  new  body  is  obtained  as  a 
tine  white  micro-crystalline  powder  melting  at  69°. — Pharm. 
Rundschau,  xxv.,  46. 

Poplar-bud  Oil.— Fichter  and  Katz  (Berichte,  xxxii.,  3184) 
have  re-examined  the  essential  oil  of  the  poplar-bud,  and  have 
shown  that  the  principal  constituent  is  not,  as  Piccard  previously 
stated,  a  diterpene,  C20H-.j,  but  a  sesquiterpene,  which  appears  to 
be  identical  with  that  discovered  by  Chapman  in  oil  of  hops,  and 
named  by  him  humulene.  The  assumption  of  this  identity  is 
based  on  the  comparison  of  the  melting-points  of  certain  deriva- 
tives, which  come  out  closely  alike.  There  is  possibly  another 
sesquiterpene  present  in  traces,  and  also  small  quantities  of  solid 
paraffins. 

The  Estimation  ot  Phosphorus  in  Phosphorated 
Oil.— According  to  Louise  (Comptes  Eendus,  August  14,  1899) 
the  following  reaction  may  be  used  as  a  quantitative  process  for 
the  estimation  of  free  phosphorus  in  fatty  oils.  A  solution  of 
silver  nitrate  gives  with  a  phosphorated  oil  (dissolved  in  twenty 
volumes  of  acetone)  a  black  precipitate  varying  in  intensity 
according  to  the  amount  of  phosphorus  present.  A  lC-per-cent. 
solution  of  silver  nitrate  should  be  used,  and  this  is  standardised 
with  a  phosphorated  oil  of  known  strength,  the  exact  volume 
necessary  to  completely  precipitate  being  noted.  The  amount  of 
i  phosphorus  present  in  any  sample  is  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  amount  necessary  to  thus  completely  precipitate  the  phos- 
phorus. 

Oil  of  Quince. — The  seeds  of  the  quince  yield,  when  ex- 
tracted with  ether  or  petroleum  ether,  about  15  per  cent,  of  fatty 
oil  of  a  pale  colour  and  bland  odour  and  taste.  Herrmann  [Arch. 
Pharm.  237,  358)  has  examined  this  oil  and  gives  for  it  the 
following  constants: — 


Sp.  gr.  at  15-5°  

Refractive  index 

Saponification-number 

Iodine-absorption 

Solidifyiug-point 

Acid-number 

Insoluble  fatty  acids  .. 


0  922 
1-47292 
18-17 
113  0  per  cent. 
13-5° 

3-17  (per  cent.  KOH) 
95'2  per  cent. 


Amongst  the  fatty  acids  found  in  this  oil  were  a  liquid  acid  of  the 
formula  C17H-,(OH)COOH,  of  sp.  gr.  -8931,  and  a  small  quantity 
of  myristic  acid  and  an  acid  which  was  either  pentadecylic  acid 
or  an  isomer. 
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©beervatlons  an&  IReflecUons* 

By  Xeayser. 


The  Company-View  of  the  company-problem  in  phar- 
macy would  not  be  assured  of  a  friendly  hearicg  from 
chemists,  but  Mr.  Boot's  speech  to  his  shareholders,  reported 
last  week,  is  somewhat  startling.  The  "  stalwaits  "  I  suppose 
will  be  more  against  the  qualified  directorate  than  ever 
now  that  they  see  their  arch-enemy  advocating  its  principle, 
bat  that  little  speech  of  his  ought  to  have  considerable  effect 
on  our  legislators  if  brought  before  them  at  the  proper  time. 
Mr.  Boot  "  really  feels,"  now,  that  his  successors  in  carrjing 
on  the  business  he  has  made  "  should  be  those  who  have 
had,  first,  a  training  as  chemists,  and  then  the  further 
advantage  of  haviDg  been  trained  to  the  business  experience 
of  a  firm  like  ours."  This  is  all  very  well  for  posterity  ;  what 
some  of  us  urge  is  that  the  realisation  of  Mr.  Boot's  ideal 
should  be  pushed  on  a  bit  for  the  benefit  of  the  present 
generation, 

*  *  *  * 

A  Tip  for  the  Council. — I  gather  from  the  leading 
article  in  the  C.  <j-  D.,  though  it  does  not  appear  in  the  report 
of  the  Council-meeting,  that  "  the  certain  couTse  agreed 
upon  which  it  was  not  advisable  to  make  public"  (the 
President's  expression,  which  is  so  familiar  that  it  re  ids  like 
a  quotation)  is  to  interview  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  some 
other  person  in  charge  of  the  Companies  Bill.  A  very  wise 
proceeding,  I  should  think,  presuming  they  have  something 
definite  and  sensible  to  say  to  him.  But  it  will  be  neither 
edifying  nor  helpful  to  give  his  Lordship  a  resume  of  the 
opinions  so  far  expressed  by  their  constituents,  nor  even 
those  of  the  Council  itselE — at  least  if  they  are  such  a^they 
were  when  the  veil  was  last  drawn  aside  from  them  in 
debate.  Perhaps,  however,  they  have  grown  unanimous 
since  then.  Bui;,  failing  a  distinct  policy  of  their  own,  they 
could  hardly  do  better  than  take  a  cutting  of  Mr.  Boot's 
remarks  with  them,  and  read  them  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

*  *         *  * 

Me.  Boot's  Policy  reminds  me  of  the  old  story  of  the 
member  for  Ludgershall,  which  may  not  be  familiar  to  the 
present  generation.  When  the  Reform  Bill  of  1832  was 
being  discussed  in  Committee,  and  the  proposal  to  dis- 
franchise Ludgershall  was  reached  in  due  course,  the 
honourable  member  rose  and  said,  "  Sir,  I  am  the  member 
for  Ludgershall ;  I  am  the  owner  of  Ludgershall,  and 
I  am  the  only  elector  of  Ludgershall.  In  all  these 
capacities  I  vote  for  the  disfranchisement  of  Ludgershall." 
Mr.  Boot  proposes  to  disfranchise,  not  himself,  but  his  suc- 
cessors ;  which  is  not  quite  so  generous. 

*  *  *  * 

Bad  Blood  foe  Fleas.— Dr.  Fred  Edge,  of  Wolverhamp- 
ton, has  the  misfortune  to  possess  blood  which  is  peculiarly 
tempting  to  fleas.  If  any  of  his  out-patients  bring  one  into 
his  presence,  the  discriminating  in-ect  (he  tells  the  readers 
of  the  British  Medical  Journal)  at  once  forsakes  its  former 
host  for  the  doctor's  blood.  But  Dr.  Edge  has  found  a  way 
of  spoiling  the  brand  from  the  flea  point  of  view.  He 
accomplishes  this  by  simply  chewing  sulphur  lozenges.  The 
fleas  then  merely  run  about  his  skin  and  tickle  him,  but  are 
too  wary  to  bite.  Perhaps  the  same  prophylactic  will 
disappoint  other  insects  of  prey— mo.< quit oes,  lor  instance. 
If  it  will,  there  is  a  new  boom  in  store  for  sulphur  lozerges. 

*  *  *  # 

Justice  at  the  High  Court. — If  the  statement  of  the 
defendant  in  the  Yorkshiie  Relish  cate,  reported  last  week, 
was  anywhere  near  the  troth,  it  is  an  amszing  illustration  of 
the  injustice  we  have  to  put  up  with  in  this  lawyer-ridden 


country.  At  the  refreshment-rooms  in  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  of  all  places,  some  other  sauce  had  been  served  in  a 
Yorkshire  ReJish  bottle.  Mr.  Elliott,  the  propuetor  of  the 
business,  admitted  the  fault  and  consented  to  an  injunction. 
The  plaintiffs'  counsel  stated  that  there  was  no  imputation 
against  the  defendant  personally,  but  this  gentleman  told  the 
Court  that  the  case  had  cost  him  250Z.*  That  remark,  Mr. 
Justice  Byrne  said,  was  irregular :  he  could  not  listen  to 
it.  Why  not,  indeed  1  The  remark  seems  to  have 
been  a  very  pertinent  one.  If  Mr.  Elliott  had  been  pro- 
secuted criminally  under  the  Merchandise-marks  Act  for 
this  offence,  a  51.  fine  would  have  been  a  stiff  one.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  Messrs.  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.  are  to 
blame  :  they  are,  of  course,  justified  in  defending  their  pro- 
pel ty.  It  is  the  mischievous  theory  that  lawyers  must  live 
which  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  injustice  ;  and  the  Judge  who 
jump3  on  the  defendant  who  speaks  for  himself,  as  he  has  a 
perfect  light  to  do,  and  stigmatises  his  objection  to  tha 
everlasting  pay,  pay,  pay,  of  legal  proceedings  as  irregular, 
is  scarcely  the  ideal  Judge  for  a  democratic  nation. 

*  *  *  * 

Black  and  Lavoisier.— We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Dobbin 
for  reminding  us,  as  he  did  last  week,  of  the  great  services 
which  Joseph  Black,  who  died  just  a  hundred  years  ago, 
rendered  to  scientific  chemistry.    But  I  would  have  read  the 
article  with  greater  pleasure  if  Dr.  Dobbin  had  said  less 
against  the  greatest  chemist  of  all  time — Lavoisier.    I  know 
it  has  been  asserted  that  Lavoisier  published  some  of  Black's 
experiments  as  his  own.    In  the  main  Dr.  Dobbin  himself 
refutes  this  charge.    He  says  Lavoisier  "  gives  a  short  bus 
moderately  fair  statement  of  Black's  discoveries."  But 
Lavoisier,  he  goes  on  to  tell  us,  claims  to  have  presented 
Black's  theory  in  a  more  perfected  form  than  Black  himself 
had  given  it,  and  this  claim  Dr.  Dobbin  characterises  as 
,; simply  untrue.'    There  is  no  space  here  to  ciscuss  the 
subject  in  detail,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  worst  that  can  be 
said  of  Lavoisier  is  that  he  preferred  hi3  own  way  of  stating 
the  facts;  and  this  rather  human  tendency  should  not  be 
confused  with  deliberate  mendacity.   Moreover,  against  that 
perhaps  unfortunate  footnote  of  Lavoisier's  it  maybe  permis- 
sible to  quote  from  the  note  which  accompanied  the  copy  of 
the  "  Opuscules  "  which  the  young  French  chemist  sent  to 
the  Royal  Society  of  London.    "  I  beg  you,"  he  wrote   "  tn 
accept  a  treatise,  the  essence  of  which  belongs  partly  to  you, 
and  to  which  I  have  only  added  a  few  fac's  which  I  b  lieve 
to  be  new.  ...  It  is  to  Messrs.  Boyle,  Hales,  and  Black, 
names  for  ever  celebrated  in  physical  and  chemical  science, 
that  the  doctrine  of  the  fixation  of  air  owes  its  origin."  Dr. 
Dobbin  also  suggests  that  Black   preceded  Lavoisier  ii 
inaugurating  "  the  quantitative  method  in  chemical  investi- 
gation."  That  Black  weighed  things  before  Lavoisier  did 
needs  no  proving,  and  that  the  particular  research  which 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  carbonic-acid  gas  was  carried 
out  with  model  precision  is  unquestionable.    Bat  it  was 
Lavoisier,  and  not  Black,  who  made  the  balance  the  ultimate 
test  of  all  analysis ;  who  laid  down  the  great  principle,  so 
obvious  now,  so  difficult  to  realise  then,  that  in  all  the 
changes  of  matter  nothing  is  created,  nothing  is  destroyed  ; 
and  who,  as  a  crowning  glory  of  his  exact  gravimetric 
methods,  perceived  and  demonstrated  the  falsity  of  that 
phlogiston  theory  which  had  so   long  prevented  Black, 
Priestley,  and  Cavendish  from  comprehending  the  value  of 
their  own  discoveries.    It  is  right  to  add  that  Black,  who 
was  as  unprejudiced  as  Lavoisier  himself,  became  an  early 
convert  to  his  French  contemporary's  views. 

*  We  have  ascertained  that  the  plaintiffs'  costs  have  not  yet 
been  taxed,  so  that  the  sum  stated  is  in  the  nature  of  a  surmise. 


936 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  Id,  1899 


#   "SANIMS"  ^ 

EMBROCATION 

In  bottles  to  retail  at 
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AND  OTHER 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett'a  Patents) 
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PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
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WEED  DESTROYER,  &c,  &o. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YOKE, 


PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of 
the  Society  at  reasonable  charges.  Registrations 
throughout  the  world.  Advice  as  to  infringements 
preliminary  to  litigation. 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FURNIVAL  STREET,  E.G. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  oifficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Whohsale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free. 


56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 


BY  ROYAL 
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APPOINTMENT 


TO  HER 
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No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 
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1  8  /  (TO  t. 
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15/ eft 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
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18/  cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
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No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

No.  2  Pure 
P  R  E  C  [PIT ATE D  C  H  A  L  K 
Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

Finest 
TART  ACID 
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1  rices  | 

Finest  Pure 
TOILf T  OATMEAL  SPECIAL 

32/ eft. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/mt\ 

Finest 
APROWROOT 

/9lb-  I 

>J<  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London] 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs.  I 
and  upward  b  of  above  articles.  Smaller  paroels  delivered  free  on  rallj 
"London  at  above  prices. 
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GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 

FOR 

Imfmmim  &  EmwmtMm. 

Our  New  Illustrated  Booklet,  "LITTLE  MISS  MUFFET," charms 
all  who  see  it.  Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  supply. 

34    FARRINGDON    ROAD,  B.C. 


"Trifles  make  perfection,  but  perfection  is  no  trifle." 


If  you  aim  at  perfection,  use 


Fletchers'  Concentrated  Liquors 


lEbttorial  Comments. 


Doctors'  Dispensers. 

We  referred  last  week  to  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which 
the  committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council  has  dealt 
with  the  question  of  dispensing  in  doctors'  surgeries.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  whole  matter  arose  through  a 
fatality  resulting  from  an  unqualified  dispenser  to  a  doctor 
giving  a  patient  50  grains  of  morphine  instead  of  one-and-a- 
hilf  drachm  of  solution.  Mr.  Glyn-  Jones  called  the  attention 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  the  matter,  and  even  tiied 
to  get  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  to  take  it  up,  but 
was  prevented.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Alfred  Cooper  and  Mr. 
Oglesby,  as  well  as  Mr.  Glyn- Jones,  brought  the  subject 
under  the  notice  of  the  Privy  Council,  who,  in  turn,  referred 
it  to  the  General  Medical  Council.  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  thelattersent  up  a  perfunctory  report  last  June,  but 
the  whole  matter  was  again  entrusted  to  a  special  committee, 
which,  after  sis  months,  submitted  the  following  report  :— 

The  question  of  the  employment  of  unqualified  dispensers  is  a 
somewhat  complicated  one.  In  the  first  place  there  is  the  legal 
aspect.  Two  bodies  possess  a  certain  amount  of  authority  in  the 
examination  and  certification  of  dispensers— the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

By  their  Act  (1815)  the  Apothecaries  have  authority  to  examine 
and  certify  "assistants  to  apothecaries,"  and  to  prosecute  "any 
person  who,  in  England  or  Wales,  shall  act  as  assistant  to  any 
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apothecary  to  compound  and  dispense  medicines  without  having 
obtained  such  certificates."  This  power  of  prosecution  would 
seem  to  be  limited  to  persons  employed  by  "apothecaries,"  and  is 
practically  unused,  no  complaint  having  been  made  to  the  Society 
on  the  question. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  gives  a  qualification  without  which 
it  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to  sell,  or  keep  open  shop  for 
retailiug,  dispensing  or  compounding  poison3,  o:;  assume  the  title 
of  chemist  and  druggist;  but  it  appears  to  be  legal  for  an 
unqualified  assistant  to  dispense  medicines  containing  poisons 
provided  the  chemist  is  on  the  premises. 

In  the  second  place  there  is  the  practical  aspect  of  the 
question. 

Setting  aside  the  minor  dispensing  which  medical  men  carry 
out  themselves  without  outside  help,  there  is  the  dispensing  on  a 
larger  scale  (and  on  old-fashioned  lines),  which  exists  chiefly 
in  the  practice  of  the  older  members  of  the  profession,  and  in 
outlying  districts.  This  is  carried  on  sometimes  by  unqualified 
dispensers  who  have  been  trained  in  the  work  for  years,  and  have 
become,  from  long  experience,  expert  and  safe ;  sometimes  Ly 
dispensers  who  have  obtained  certificates,  either  from  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries  or  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  On  this  point 
may  be  quoted  the  statement  by  Mr.  Upton,  solicitor  to  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  that  "  during  the  last  two  years  there 
have  been  320  candidates,  171  of  whom  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  certificates  (64  males  and  107  females)." 

The  committee,  having  carefully  considered  the  whole  matter, 
believe  that  the  transition  from  the  small  amount  of  dispensing 
which  a  medical  nun  can  without  difficulty  perform  himself  to 
the  larger  amount  requiring  the  services  of  a  special  dispenser  is 
so  gradual  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  draw  a  line  and  say  at 
what  point  a  qualified  person  becomes  indispensable. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  committee  do  not  see  their  way 
to  recommend  any  course  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  at  the  present 
time  in  reference  to  this  question,  but  they  endorse  the  reply  sent 
by  the  Executive  Committee  to  the  Privy  Council:  — 

That,  whilst  they  fear  that  occasional  accidents  may  arise 
from  the  employment  by  qualified  medical  practitioners  of  careless 
or  incompetent  dispensers,  the  cases,  in  their  opinion,  are  very 
rare,  and  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  probably  the  best 
protection  is  afforded  to  the  public  by  the  responsibility  of  the 
practitioner  for  the  acts  or  defaults  of  the  servants  whom  he 
employs." 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Council,  while  adopting  the  report 
with  commendation,  fail  to  see  (perhaps  willingly)  that  the 
essence  of  the  danger  lies  in  the  fact  that  not  once  in  fifty 
times  can  the  accidents  resulting  from  unqualified  dispensing 
be  discovered.  Bat  the  committee  really  fall  back  on  a 
tu  quoque  argument,  in  which  they  state  the  law  as  it 
governs  the  sale  of  poisons  in  misleading  language.  "  It 
appears  to  be  legal,"  Bays  the  report,  "for  an  unqualified 
assistant  to  dispense  medicines  containing  poisons,  provided 
the  chemist  is  on  the  premises."  Presuming  they  mean  the 
word  "dispense"  to  cover  the  word  "sell" — and  otherwise 
there  is  no  sense  in  the  argument — they  must  know  that 
the  chemist  being  "  on  the  premises  "  is  not  a  correct  ren. 
dering  of  Mr.  Justice  Hawkins's  dictum  that  he  must  person- 
ally supervise  the  tale.  The  next  move  now  lies  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council.  There  are  hundred  of  sales  of 
poisons  conducted  daily  in  surgeries  by  unqualified  persons 
without  any  personal  supervi-ion  by  a  qualified  man,  and  it 
is  a  mockery  of  the  1st  to  alio  v  Ihis  to  continue.  Mr- 
Glyn-Jones,  who  fir?t  made  this  complaint  public,  is  cow  in 
a  position  to  effectively  press  his  views  on  the  actual  admin 
i:lrators  of  the  Act,  and  it  is  to  ba  hoped  he  will  do  so. 
We  observe  that  the  Medical  Press  frankly  admits  that 

The  whole  fabric  of  medical  practice  is  based  on  the  employ- 
ment of  unqualified  dispensers,  and  any  modification  of  existing 
arrangements  would  entail  what  would  almost  amount  to  a  dis- 
location. We  doubt  whether  public  opinion  is,  as  yet,  sufficiently 
alive  to  the  drawbacks  of  the  present  system  to  insist  on  a 
change.  The  bogey  of  accidental  poisoning,  trotted  out  by 
pharmaceutical  agitators  for  trade  purposes,  has  not  had  the 
desired  effect,  and,  as  far  as  one  can  judge,  practitioners  are  not 
likely  to  be  molested  in  this  respect  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  admission  is,  apparently,  the  motive  which  induced  the 
General  Medical  Council  to  adopt  its  utterly  bad  resolution. 
We  are  pleased  to  have  the  admission— first,  because  it  dis- 
proves the  Press's  as?eition  that  the  agitation  is  based  on  a 


bogey.  Lack  of  qualification  in  dispensers  is  not  a  shade 
less  serious  than  the  same  lack  in  medical  practitioners — it 
i*  even  more  serious,  considering  that  the  dispenser  is  the 
person  who  prepares  the  remedy.  We  trust  tba1:.  the  General 
Medical  Council's  decision  will  not  end  the  matter.  There  is 
room  for  that  thorough  itqiiry  which  the  Council  does  not 
appear  to  have  instituted. 

Chemical  Developments. 

The  report  which  has  b?en  i-:sued  to  the  Fellows  and  asso- 
ciates of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  daring  the  past  week 
contains  some  matters  of  general  interest.  In  the  first  place, 
we  note  that  the  Institute  has  secured  the  support  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  its  contention  that  the  diploma 
of  the  body  will  be  accepted  as  evidence  of  qualification  for 
the  position  of  public  analyst.  It  is  curious  that  a  few  days 
before  the  Board  intimated  this  decision  to  the  Institute  Mr. 
Long,  as  the  Minuter  in  charge  of  the  Bill  (since  become  law) 
amending  the  Sale-  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  declined  to 
accept  a  suggestion  by  a  deputation  that  a  qualification  for 
public  analyst — preferably  that  of  the  Institute — should  be 
incorporated  in  the  Bill.  It  is  also  notable  that  the  thing 
which  appears  to  have  moved  the  Local  Government  Board 
is  the  examination  in  therapeutics,  pharmacology,  and 
micro-copy,  recently  arranged  by  the  Council  of  the  Institute 
against  the  wishes  of  a  large  number,  if  not  the  majority,  of 
the  Fellows.  The  certificate  of  this  examination  is 
the  primary  recognition  by  the  LG.B.,  "together 
with  the  diploma  of  Fellowship  or  Associateship," 
as  the  Board  puts  it.  This  is  a  feather  in  the  cap  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Stevenson,  the  originator  of  the  n3w  examination, 
who  seems  to  have  known  wherein  the  Institute's  diploma 
was  weak  from  the  Government  point  of  view.  We  cannoj, 
however,  say  much  in  favour  of  the  examination  which  he 
personally  conducts  :  it  is  a  paltry  thing  at  the  best,  as  the 
questions  set  at  the  last  cne  show.    They  were  as  follows  :— 

1.  Examine  the  given  specimen  of  coffee  by  the  microscope, 
and  report  as  to  its  purity. 

2.  Examine  the  given  specimen  of  saffron,  and  report  as  to  its 
purity. 

3.  State  the  maximum  safe  doses  for  an  adult  of  the  following 
substances  :  opium,  strychnine,  croton  oil,  phosphorus. 

4.  What  effects  result  from  the  daily  taking  of  small  doses  of 
copper  salts  ? 

5  How  is  boric  acid  used  in  the  preservation  of  food  ?  State 
what  is  known  as  to  its  effects  upon  the  human  system,  and  how 
far  it  affects  the  digestibility  of  food  preserved  by  it.  • 

Six  out  of  eight  candidates  passed.  It  will  be  observed 
t'aat  questions  4  and  5  are  distinctly  outside  the  province  of 
the  analyst :  the33  are  matters  which  the  medical  officer  of 
health  should  look  after.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  the 
Institute  is  developing  far  beyond  the  original  idea  of  its 
character.  Thus,  at  the  suggestion  of  Professor  Percy  F. 
Frank'and  bacteriology  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  optional 
subjects  which  candidates  for  the  associateship  may 
take,  and  to  the  subjects  of  the  final  examination  which 
candidates  may  select  there  is  added  "  biological  chemistry 
as  applied  to  questions  affecting  public  health,  with  special 
reference  to  the  chemistry  and  bacteriology  of  foods,  water, 
and  sewage.  The  practical  applications  of  biological 
chemistry  to  industries."  Candidates  who  take  this  branch 
are  recommended  to  take  a  course  of  forty  to  fifty  lectures 
on  the  morphology  and  physiology  of  micro-organisms, 
includicg  their  relationship  to  public  health,  agriculture, 
and  industry,  with  practical  work  on  "microscopy;  the 
preparation  and  study  of  pure  cultures  ;  and  the  conduct  of 
fermentation-experiments  and  the  study  of  chemical  changes 
brought  about  by  bacteria,  moulds,  yeasts,  &c."  The 
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Council  of  the  Institute  i3  decidedly  enterprising  in  thus 
annexing  for  the  benefit  of  its  constituents  a  new  field  of 
scientific  practice,  but  we  would  point  out  that  the  examina- 
tion is  getting  dangerously  near  those  for  diplomas  in 
public  health,  which  the  General  Medical  Council  is  autho- 
rised to  control  under  the  Medical  Acts.  Further  develop- 
ments in  this  direction  should  be  narrowly  scrutinised  by 
the  medical  authorities. 

The  Institute  now  consists  of  863  Fellows,  1Z3  associate?, 
and  169  students.  Only  12  Fellows  and  associates  hold  the 
certificate  which  the  Local  Government  Board  has  been 
induced  to  regard  as  the  primary  qualification  for  public 
analysts,  so  that  we  have  the  curious  anomaly  that  most  of 
the  chemists  now  holding  appointments  as  public  analysts 
lack  this  primary  qualification. 


The  Company  View. 

Last  week  the  Nottingham  Express  printed  some  appre- 
ciative notes  on  the  good  work  done  by  the  Nottingham  and 
Notts  Chemists'  Association,  which  do  not  appear  to  have 
pleased  Mr.  Jesse  Boot,  who  has  written  to  the  Express 
stating  that  the  Nottingham  chemists  have  debarred 
assistants  of  Boots  (Limited)  from  partaking  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  University  College  for  pharmaceutical  study. 
Mr.  Boot  proceeds  to  touch  upon  matters  of  wider  interest. 
He  says : — 

Just  in  the  same  way  as  they  have  tried  unfairly  to  injure 
competitors  as  regards  looal  matters,  they  are  also  contemplating 
bringing  influence  to  bear  upon  the  Government  to  suppress 
competition  in  the  chemists'  and  druggists'  business.  They  have 
not  the  slightest  prospect  of  succeeding,  but  it  is  worth  while 
drawing  attention  to  what  they  would  like  if  they  could  get  it, 
and  most  of  all  to  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  making  their 
attempt.  Finding  that  they  cannot  compete  with  us  on  business 
lines,  they  are  asking  the  Government  to  protect  them,  alleging 
the  safety  of  the  public  as  their  excuse.  The  safety  of  the  public 
is  as  much  our  care  as  theirs,  and  is  properly  secured  by  our 
employing  qualified  assistants,  registered  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  at  every  branch.  This,  however,  they  carefully  conceal ; 
but  as  it  is  known  to  millions  of  our  customers  it/  makes  no 
matter  as  far  as  customers  are  concerned.  Some  of  our  members 
of  Parliament,  however,  are  liable  to  be  imposed  upon  by  the 
specious  arguments  and  deliberate  misrepresentations  of  the 
private  chemists. 

Mr.  Boot  ought  to  know  that  he  does  not  in  thesa  sen- 
tences state  the  case  fairly.  Although  competition  is  one 
factor  in  the  trouble  which  has  produced  the  movement  to 
get  the  principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  restored,  that  prin- 
ciple itself — the  qualification  of  the  individual  owner — was 
what  induced  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  fight  the 
company  case  up  to  the  House  of  Lords.  The  dtlay  in 
getting  parliamentary  restitution  does  not  obliterate  the 
anomaly  under  which  Mr.  Boot — who  has  no  legal  personal 
right  to  sell  a  halfpennyworth  of  red  precipitate— has,  by 
combining  with  six  other  individuals  equally  outside  the 
law's  stipulations,  set  the  law  at  nought,  and  is  trafficking 
with  "millions  of  customers  "  in  articles  which  the  law  in 
1867  declared  it  to  be  expedient  for  the  safety  of  the  public 
should  only  be  dealt  in  by  registered  chemists  and  druggists. 
The  immensity  of  the  business  which  Mr.  Boot  has  foun  led, 
and  the  fact  that  the  Law  Courts  have  said  that  such  owners 
as  Boots  (Limited)  were  not  contemplated  by  the  framers 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  are  excellent  reasons  for  askinj  the 
Legislature  to  stop  the  growth  of  the  anomaly. 


T3E7  MUST  WORK. 

There  was  sadnes3in  the  Hou3e  of  Burlington  where  had 
met  together  the  Drug  Conners,  whose  duty  it  is  to  discover  the 
truth  orjfals8hood,*possibUity  or  impossibility,  of  adaltera- 
tion.  To  their  sorrow]the!sage  at  tho  Field  hid  dachrod 
that  tho  great  B.P.  wai  not  a]legal  standard,  but  the  Heai- 


rran"  warned  them  net  to  tell  the  Caliph,  for  albeit  the 
Caliph  knew  not  what  they  said,  he  was  wont  to  look  wise, 
and  turn  his  shoulder  unto  them.  Yea,  he  had  even  told  one 
who  had  presided  over  them  that  he  must  do  his  work  him- 
self, and  not  entrust  it  to  a  hireling,  wheieat  the  Drug 
Conners  were  wroth  yet  sore  dismayed.  And  they  cried 
amongst  themselves,  "How  shall  we  trap  the  unwary,  and 
make  the  nostrils  of  the  Caliph  to  stink  1 17  And  one  said, 
"  Let  us  gather  from  our  cousins  the  juice  of  Ferula  fcetida- 
Mayhap  clay  hath  entered  into  it,  and  we  shall  find  it  out, 
and  show  it  to  the  Caliph  as  we  did  the  essence  from  the 
juniper- tree,  and  the  oil  from  the  eucalypt.  Thus  shall  we 
punish  our  cousins  and  grieve  the  Caliph,  who  abhorreth  bad 
smells."  The  Drag  Conners  chuckled  deep,  and  departed  with 
intent  to  foray. 

THE  NICOTINE  CASE, 
We  observe  that  several  leading  newspapers  suppo't  the 
action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
a  nicotine-preparation  as  a  greenhouse- insecticide.  The 
Gardeners1  Chronicle  has  informed  its  readers  in  a  careful 
manner  of  the  necessity  of  the  sale  of  poisons  being  re- 
stricted to  persons  of  proper  qualification,  and  the  Globe,  a 
London  evening  newspaper,  also  supports  the  law.  News- 
papers, as  a  rule,  are  apt  to  consider  anything  done  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  in  this  matter  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
trade-protection. 

OFFICIAL  ASAFETIDA. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  promptly  follows  up  Mr.  Moor's  com- 
munication on  asafetida  to  the  Society  of  Pablic  Analysts 
(see  C.  <fr  D ■>  Dacember  9,  page  953)  with  some  instructive 
notes  upon  the  quality  of  this  drug  as  found  in  tb.3  London 
marked  We  hope  that  leading  public  analysts  will  consider 
these  additional  observations,  as  they  throw  a  great  deal 
more  light  upon  the  subject,  and  it  is  exceedingly  desirable 
that  there  should  be  no  action  under  the  Sale  of  Food  acd 
Drugs  Act  on  the  basis  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
standard.  We  can  confirm  Mr.  Umney's  statement  that 
there  is  little,  if  any,  asafetida  now  in  the  market  up  to  B.P. 
requirements;  and  this  is  noj  surprising.  Comparatively 
little  asafetida  is  used  in  medicine,  most  of  it  being  employed 
as  a  flavouring- agent  in  other  industries.  There  is  a  very 
large  demand  for  gum  resin  in  the  block  which  would  not 
be  satisfied  by  the  offer  of  the  exceedingly  fine  tears  that 
the  Pharmacopoeia  requires,  and  which  are  so  difficult  to 
get.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  addition  of 
earthy  matters  to  asafetida  takes  place  in  the  country  of 
collection,  and  there  appears  to  be  little  possibility  of  the 
London  importers  controlling  the  production  so  as  to  provide 
a  regular  supply  of  a  gum  resin  meeting  the  B.P.  description. 
We  hear  that  "  some  very  fine  stuff"  is  coming  aloEg  from 
the  Persian  Gulf,  but  thi3  is,  we  are  informed,  "fine  pinky 
block."  Stuff  from  that  quarter  always  is  "  fine"  before  it 
arrives,  but  if  wa  may  judge  from  what  is  said  this  consign- 
ment will  be  typical  of  the  best  supplies  cf  the  season,  and 
analysts  certainly  should  know  what  it  is  like  before  they 
begin  a  campaign. 

A  MATTER  OF  CERTIFICATE. 
In  referring  last  week  to  ths  Isle  of  Man  Pharmacy  Bill, 
we  suggested  that  it  exhibits  signs  of  careless  drafting.  The 
Isle  of  Man  Daily  Times  thereupon  remarks  : — 

We  waited  upon  the  Attorney-General,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  and  he  pointed  out  to  us  that  this  criticism  is  quite  un- 
meaning. The  certificates  in  question  are  those  referred  to  in 
sections  1  and  12  of  the  Bill.  They  are  obviously  not  "examina- 
tion certificates,"  as  supposed  by  our  contemporary,  but  simply 
certificates,  as  expressly  stated  in  the  sections,  "that  the  persons 
therein  specified  as  registered  are  registered,"  &c.  The  object  of 
this  provision  is,  as  explained  to  us  by  the  Attorney-General,  to 
provide  evidence  of  registration  in  the  case  of  a  person  placed  on 
the  register  between  the  dates  of  issuing  printed  copies  of  tha 
register,  The  extraordinary  part  of  it  is  that  section  13  of  the 
EngUsh  Act — viz.,  "  The  Pharmacy  Act,  1868  "—contains  a  pro- 
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vision  substantially  the  same  as  section  11  of  the  Mans  Bill,  and 
the  Irish  Act,  section  27,  contains  a  provision  similar  to  that  in 
section  12  of  the  Manx  Bill.  Both  sections  11  and  12  of  the  Manx 
Bill  are  evidently  taken  substantially  from  the  English  and  Irish 
Acts  respectively, 

The  point  of  our  criticism  really  is  that  in  the  Isle  of  Man 
Bill  the  reference  is  (page  5,  lines  41  to  44,  page  6,  line  1), 
"  certificates  .  .  .  countersigned  by  the  President  and  two 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.'' 
What  the  Pharmacy  Act,  section  13,  says  is  "  the  President 
and  two  members  of  the  Council  of  1  lie  Pharmaceutical 
Society."  We  presume  that  the  latter  is  the  intended  pro- 
vision. 

MORE  ABOUT  THE  BY-LAWS. 

After  our  representative  left  the  meeting  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  at  Bloomsbury  Square  last  week,  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  had  some  business  to  discuss,  and 
a'ising  from  it  Mr.  Carte ighe  made  the  following  statement, 
which  we  copy  from  the  official  report  :— 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  the  Council  would  remember  that  a  month 
ago  he  suggested  a  minute  dealing  with  the  fees  paid  to  examiners 
and  kindred  subjects.  At  that  time  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  no  alteration  would  be  needed  in  the  by-laws  for  some  years, 
but  on  looking  into  the  matter  he  found  it  would  be  necessary,  as 
soon  as  the  altered  conditions  with  regard  to  the  Preliminary 
examination  came  into  force,  to  repeal  some  of  the  ancient  by-laws, 
and  this  would  therefore  have  to  be  done  in  the  course  of  next 
year.  This  would  be  a  convenient  time  for  making  any  changes 
which  were  desirable,  and,  as  it  was  a  lengthy  process,  the  by-laws 
having  to  be  read  three  times  by  the  Council  and  then  submitted 
to  a  general  meeting,  it  was  well  to  begin  in  good  time.  There 
were  certain  by-laws  to  which  their  friends  in  the  north  took 
exception,  which  were  made  many  years  ago,  and  hardly  suited  the 
present  conditions,  and  he  personally  should  be  very  glad  to  look 
carefully  into  the  matter  and  see  if  any  improvement  could  be 
made.  The  object  was  not  to  get  money  out  of  candidates,  but 
simply  to  keep  things  in  order.  He  would  therefore  move  that  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  President,  Vice-President,  Mr. 
Carteighe,  and  Mr.  Hills  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  to 
the  General  Purposes  Committee  what  alterations  are  necessary 
or  desirable  in  the  by-laws. 

The  proposition  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  often  has  more  business 
to  transact  privately  than  the  Council  has  to  do  publicly, 
and,  although  Mr.  Carteighe  indicates  that  the  alterations  of 
the  by-laws  again  to  be  effected  are  a  mere  trifle,  we  cannot 
overlook  the  fact  that  Mr.  Carteighe's  trifles  have  sometimes 
developed  into  far- reaching  affairs.  In  this  by-law  matter 
it  will  be  found  that  some  important  questions  of  principle 
will  probably  be  involved,  e.g.,  with  reference  to  division  of 
the  Minor  examination  and  non-attendance  of  candidates  at 
examinations  after  they  have  given  notice.  It  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  Society  if  the  committee  now  appointed 
would  make  a  thorough  revision  of  the  by-laws,  especially  in 
regard  to  certain  details  bearing  upon  administrative  routine, 
which,  if  interpretated  in  a  narrow  spirit,  only  serve  to  make 
enemies  to  the  Society. 

COMPANIES'  PROFITS. 

In  the  course  of  the  report  of  the  directors  of  Parke's  Drug 
Stores  (Lim.)  occurs  the  following  paragraph  :  — 

After  allowing  for  the  above  the  net  balance  for  the  fifteen 
months  amounts  to  4,027?.  4s.  6d.  out  of  which  have  been  paid  the 
dividends  on  the  preference  shares  for  the  full  fifteen  months 
amounting  to  1,8307.  lis.  If?,  which  includes  the  quarterly  dividend 
paid  on  October  20  last. 

In  the  balance-sheet  interim  dividends  amounting  to 
2,2)2?.  Is.  lid.  are  deducted  from  the  4,027?.  4s.  Qd.  referred 
to,  making  a  difference  of  421?.  10s.  lQd.  which  is  not 
accounted  for.  A  correspondent  recently  referred  in  our 
columns  to  companies'  profits,  and  "  Xrayser  "  drove  home  the 
moral  of  our  correspondent's  letter.  We  have  another 
aspect  of  the  question  in  Parke's  report.  We  observe  that  this 


company's  shops  are  valued  at  59,595£  for  goodwill,  stock, 
fixtures,  &c,  or  almost  2,600?.  per  shop  on  an  average,  and 
the  annual  profit  on  the  trading  was  20 }l.  per  shop. 
After  allowing  5  per  cent,  for  the  invested  capital  ths  net 
profit  per  shop  was  only  76/,  We  find  that  Lewis  &  Burrow3!a 
shops  showed  for  the  term  last  reported  (C.  4  D  , 
November  25,  page  879)  an  average  profit  of  275?.  per  shop 
before  deducting  managerial  expense?,  this  being  abou1; 
the  highest  of  the  drug  companies,  or  186Z.  net  psr  shop. 

Boots'  (Lim.)  show  a  net  profit  cf  130?  per  annum  on  each 
of  their  shops  (which  we  reckon  as  140).  Parke's  profit  on 
the  same  basis  is  120?.  per  annum.  A^  Boots'  (Lim.)  pay  the 
highest  dividend,  and  iheir  profit  per  shop  is  not  the  h'ghest, 
it  is  obvious  that  success  in  this  case  comes  from  multiplicity 
of  establishments. 

THE  URBANE  CHEMIST. 
The  book-reviewer  for  the  Star  gives  a  very  appreciative 
notice  of  "  The  Book  of  Shops,"  which,  he  says,  is  a  very 
charming  medley  of  rhymes  and  pictures.  The  rhymes  are 
by  Mr.  E.  V.  Lucas,  and  the  pictures  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Bedford. 
It  is  fashioned  after  the  oltTohildren's  book?,  and  while  Mr. 
Lucas  rhymes  about  a  shop  or  trade  on  one  pige  Mr.  Bedford 
depicts  it  in  fall  b'ast  on  the  other.  Specially  good  are  the 
lines  about  the  barber's  "  fierce  shampoo,"  and  "  the  razor's 
deadly  shesn,  The  perfume  of  the  Brilliantine,"  and  about 
the  chemist : — 

Though  but  a  halfpenny  you  spend, 
He  treats  you  like  his  dearest  friend  ; 
He  stands  beside  his  tiny  light, 

And  hurries  not  a  bit, 
And  folds  the  paper  smooth  and  white, 

And  sealing-waxes  it, 
And  hands  it  to  you  with  the  air 
Of  one  who  serves  a  millionaire. 

It  is  good  to  find  the  politeness  and  urbanity  which  are 
characteristic  of  the  craft  recognised  even  in  children's 
stories. 

PHYSICIANS'  PROPRIETARIES. 

The  art'of  prescription-writing  is,  says  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  in  danger  of  being  lost  on  account  of  the  ir  creasing 
tendency  of  medical  men  to  prescribe  active  drugs  in  pro- 
prietary forms.  The  drug-habit  is  established  in  patients  by 
the  fascinating  form?  and  the  ease  with  which  the  drugs  can 
be  obtained.  No  prescription  is  needed,  and  friends  and 
acquaintances  far  and  wide  are  recommended  to  try  the 
same  clrug,  with  consequence?  which  must  sometimes  be 
disastrous.  The  custom  is  prejudicial  both  to  physician  and 
patient,  and  we  observe  that  the  pharmicist  is  also  recog- 
nised as  a  sufferer,  for  our  contemporary  explains  the  posi- 
tion as  follows  :— 

We,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  insist  on  the  pharmacist  passing 
certain  stringent  examinations,  and  yet  when  he  has  passed  his 
ordeal  and  is  duly  qualified  we  send  him  prescriptions  for  packets 
of  drugs  which  require  no  skill  in  compounding,  and  could  be,  and 
are,  distributed  by  the  local  grocer.  His  technical  knowledge  is  of 
no  avail,  and  he  is  quickly  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  agent  of 
wholesale  manufacturers.  That  the  physician  should  cease  to 
control  the  treatment  of  his  patients  and  should  leave  it  in  the 
hands  of  others  is  a  very  serious  consideration.  Each  case 
requires  individual  care  and  attention,  and  the  attempt  to  prescribe 
for  people  simply  by  the  name  of  the  complaint  from  which  they 
are  supposed  to  be  suffering  must  be  prejudicial  to  the  individual. 
Medicine  is  both  a  science  and  an  art,  and  the  custom  of  reducing 
patients  to  a  uniform  level  and  of  regarding  them  simply  as  units 
of  a  group  is  not  to  be  commended. 


Spbatt's  Patent  (Limited),  24  and  25  Fenchurch 
Street,  E  C,  have  sent  us  a  copy  of  the  calendar  for  1900 
which  they  are  issuing.  A  month  of  the  calendar  is  dis- 
played at  a  time,  and  each  leaf  is  adorned  with  a  picture  of 
a  celebrated  prize  dog.  At  the  back  of  each  portrait  there 
is  given  valuable  technical  information  as  to  ths  breed 
depicted. 
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TOniec  %eMon. 

Advance  notices  of  the  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under 
"  Coming  Events."  Secretaries  are  rcauested  to  send  such 
notices  not  later  than  Wednesdays  of  the  weeks  before  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held. 

The  Roentgen  Society. 

A  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  December  7,  at  20 
llanover  Square,  W.,  Mr.  Wilson  Noble  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  Moobe,  F.R.O.S.,  showed  with  the  fluorescent 
screen  a  young  man  with  a  bullet  in  his  braia.  The  bullet 
had  been  in  the  man's  head  since  July,  and  by  measure- 
ment has  been  ascertained  to  lie  between  the  two  hemispheres 
of  the  brain.  The  patient  jast  after  the  accident  had  high 
temperature  and  convulsions,  but  does  not  now  appear  to 
experience  any  discomfort. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  Davidson  then  made  some  observations 
on 

Pbactical  x-bay  Wobk 
founded  on  the  general  methods  he  himself  uses.  He  began 
by  emphasising  the  difficulties  of  interpreting  skiagrams  the 
method  of  measuring  which  some  surgeons  use  being 
disastrous  in  many  ways.  Mr.  Mackenzie  Davidson  has 
overcome  this  by  his  method  of  localising,  which  needs  two 
photographs  tasen  from  points  of  view  6  cm.  apart.  The 
pictures  thus  taken  are  also  adapted  for  viewing  in  a 
Wheatstone's  stereoscope,  the  view  in  relief  giving  a  capital 
idea  of  the  situation  of  the  foreign  bodj.  The  operating- 
couch  which  the  speaker  uses  has  a  central  portion,  over 
which  parchment  is  stretched  as  on  a  drumhead,  and  a 
drawer  or  compartment  beneath  in  which  the  sensitive  plate 
is  inserted.  Across  the  surface  of  the  parchment  there  are 
stretched  two  pieces  of  piano- wire,  which,  by  the  shadow  they 
make  on  the  plate,  enable  the  two  skiagrams  to  be  exactly 
registered.  The  focus- tube  is  suspended  from  a  scaled  cross- 
,  bar  along  which  the  tube  is  moved  for  the  two  pictures. 
The  patient  does  not  move  between  the  two  exposures,  but  is 
comfortably  fixed  on  the  couch.  From  the  two  negatives 
obtained  the  exact  situation  of  the  foreign  body  is  found  by 
means  of  the  localiser,  or  two  prints  from  the  negatives 
may  be  mounted  and  viewed  in  the  stereoscope.  To  show 
the  exactitude  with  which  the  localiser  works,  Mr.  Mackenzie 
Davidson  handed  round  some  skiagrams  of  an  eye  contain- 
ing fragments  of  metal  of  the  size  of  pin-points  which  had 
been  success! ally  localised  and  removed  ;  and,  he  added,  in 
these  cases  either  the  foreign  body  or  the  eye  must  come  out, 
else  sympathetic  trouble  supervenes. 

The  speaker  exbioited  tb.3  special  form  of  apparatus  he 
uses  for  his  eye-skiagrams.  The  patient's  head  is  fastened 
in  place  and  his  gaze  directed  to  a  certain  spot.  The 
scintillating  centre  of  the  cathode  is  focussed  by  means  of  a 
rifle-sight,  and,  everything  being  ready,  the  two  pictures  are 
takeD,  one  3  cm.  to  the  left  and  the  other  3  cm.  to  the  right 
of  the  central  position. 

It  is  difficult,  he  said,  to  buy  a;-ray  tubes  which  are  in  focus, 
as  when  the  cathode  is  made  of  platinum  it  melts  at  once,  but 
the  use  of  osmium  enables  correctly  focussed  tubes  to  be 
made.    Osmium,  however,  is  now  practically  unobtainable. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  Davidson  has  abandoned  the  use  of  the 
Rahmkorff  coil  in  a;-ray  work,  using  in  its  place  the  Wimshurst 
influence-machine,  and  finds  that  with  it  tubes  will  work 
for  hours  without  deterioration  or  alteration  of  the  vacuum. 

The  speaker  concluded  with  some  interesting  remarks  on 
the  secondary  or  vagrant  x  rays  which  are  given  off  from 
other  parts  of  the  tube  and  play  an  important  part  in  the 
fogging  of  plates.  These  secondary  rays  he  now  keeps  in 
by  a  hood  made  of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  red-lead 
and  plaster  of  Paris  moulded  on  the  tube.  The  skiagrams 
obtained  when  the  hood  ia  used  are  much  clearer  than 
those  taken  without  shielding.  Promise  was  made  of  a 
demonstiation  with  an  apparatus  in  which  two  tubes  are 
lighted  alternately  at  such  short  intervals  that  persistence 
of  vision  gives  a  stereoscopic  view  of  an  object.  Surgeons 
will  with  this  new  apparatus  be  able  to  operate  under 
the  x  rays  without  having  to  take  skiagrams  or  using  the 
localising-apparar.us. 

Mb  VVimshubst,  Captain  Abnet,  and  others  compli- 
ment 3d  the  author, 


Chemical  Society, 

Tfi;s  audience  gathered  slowly  at  Burlington  House  on 
December  7,  it  being  quite  8.15  f.m,  before  Dr.  Thorpe 
opened  the  proceedings  by  intimating  that  the  senior  Secre- 
tary (Professor  Danstan)  was  unavoidably  absent,  as  he  had 
to  take  Sir  F.  Abel's  place  at  an  Imperial  Institute  meeting. 
The  secretarial  work  fell  upon  Dr  Scatt,  and  it  included  a 
ballot  in  which  all  the  candidates  were  elected,  amongst 
them  Mr.  F.  R.  Dudderidge,  Ph.C,  of  Newcastle-oa-Tjne, 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dewhirst,  Ph.C.,  chemist  to  Messrs.  Curling, 
Wyman  &  Co.  The  papers  were  a  trifle  heavy  to  begin  with, 
and  the  first  three  do  not  call  for  report  in  this  journal.  Mr. 
Fenton,  F  R.S.,  communicated  the  first  two — (1)  on  the 
oxidation  of  certain  organic  acids  in  presence  of  iron,  and 
(2)  on  oxalacetio  acid.  Both  were  a  continuation  of  his 
clever  research  on  the  influence  of  hydrogen  peroxide  on 
organic  bodies  when  a  trace  of  ferrous  sulphate  is  present. 
Dr.  A.  W.  Cbossley  followed  with  a  second  part  of  his 
research  on  the  determination  of  the  constitution  of  fatty 
acids,  which  was  so  special  that  even  Dr.  Lewkowitsch — 
most  ready  of  commentators  and  critics — was  content  to 
let  it  pass  without  remark. 

Two  papers  communicated  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Adie,  M.  A.,  B.Sc, 
proved  to  be  of  pharmaceutical  interest.  The  first  dealt 
with  the  reactions  between 

Sulphubic  Acid  and  Potassium  Ferbocxanide. 

Strong  sulphuric  acid  dissolves  the  .dry  ferrocyanide 
without  apparent  change,  bat  hjdro-ferrocyanic  acid, 
H^FeCcN,,,  is  really  formed  thns  : — 

K4FeC6N6  +  4HSS04  =  KHS04  +  H4FeCfiN0. 

On  adding  water  CO  is  given  off,  the  maximum  arising  when 
the  proportions  of  acid  and  water  are  as  H...SO,  to  2H.,0, 
when  the  whole  of  the  cyanogen  comes  away  as  CO.  The 
reaction  is : — 

EjFeC6N<j  +  8H,S04.2H.,0  =  4KHS04  +  3(NH#)2S04  +  FeS04 
+  6CO  +  IIH0O, 

Some  hydrolysis,  in  Mr.  Adie's  opinion,  takes  place  in  the 
course  of  the  action,  and  he  suggested  that  the  acid  and 
water  may  in  that  case  be  best  represented  as  S(OH)„ — an 
ingenious  hazard  which  no  one  either  gainsaid  or  supported. 
The  next  possible  interaction  is  that  in  which  Everett's  salt 
is  formed,  and  hydrocyanic  acid  evolved,  the  salt  appearing 
to  be  formed  by  the  action  of  K„S04  on  H,Fe06NG.  Two 
equations  represent  this  change,  the  acid  used  oeing  one 
molecule  to  four  molecules  of  water.  Hydro-ferrocyanic 
acid  and  potassium  sulphate  resulting,  these  react  thus:  — 

2H4FeC6Nc  +  2K2S04  =  2Fe2C6N6  +  2KHS04. 
Simultaneously  we  have  also  this  reaction  : — 

H.tFeCtfN0  +  Aq  =  4HCNAq  +  Fe(CN).,. 

The  reaction,  in  which  all  the  cyanogen  comes  off  as  HON, 
tak?s  place  with  H,SO,  10H.O,  viz  :— 

K4FeCcN6  +  5H2SO4.10H2O  =  4KHS04  +  FeS04  +  6HCN  +  50H2O. 

This  reaction  is  assisted  by  air,  which  is  the  reason  why 
manufacturers  put  some  pieces  of  brick  into  their  prussic- 
acid  stills.  It  is  the  air  that  produces  the  Nicholson's  blue 
which  is  formed  to  a  small  extent  during  the  reaction. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  speaking  after  the  paper,  Mr. 
Chapman,  Mr.  Geoves,  Professor  Ramsay,  and  Dr.  Thobpe 
joining  in  it.  The  last-named  recalled  the  investigations  of 
the  late  Professor  Dittmar  on  sulphuric  acid,  which  resulted 
in  showing  that,  no  matter  how  much  sulphuric  acid  is 
evaporated,  there  always  remains  one  molecule  of  water 
associated  with  it,  because  part  of  the  acid  splits  up  into 
S03  and  H„0.  Mr.  Adie,  having  replied  to  various  questions, 
read  another  paper  on 

Sulphates  op  Bismuth. 

Like  the  preceding  one,  this  arose  from  the  author's  work 
in  connection  with  the  pharmaceutical  chemistry  classes  at 
the  Cambridge  University,  and  difficulty  in  reconciling 
laboratory-work  with  British  Pharmacopoeia  and  text-book 
statements.  Three  sulphates  are  traditional— normal,Bi(S04)3, 
acid,  BiH(S04),,3H20,  and  basic,  Bi,,0:12^032H,,0  Some 
say  there  is  a  fourth,  which  is  a  mixture.  The  author 
studied  the  conditions  in  which  each  of  the  three  is 


produced.  He  found  that  H2S.O.„  with  6HsO  to  12^.0 
always  ga^e  crystals  whose  analysis  gave  the  formula 
5Bi.A-llSO,.17HsO.  He  could  not  get  Bi„0, 230-  2H,0,  no 
matter  how  he  tried.  An  acid  mixture  of  H2-;0,  and  3H..0 
to  5H..0  gave  the  acid  sulphate  as  above.  It  decomposes  at 
170°  C ,  giving  the  normal  sulphate.  The  normal  sulphate 
is  produced  under  the  known  conditions,  but  its  formula  is 
BiH(S04VH.,0.  Inquiring  into  the  possible  reasons  for 
these  novel  results,  Mr.  Adie  found  that  if  bismuth  is  dis- 
solved in  strong  sulphuric  acid  there  separates  first  a  crop  of 
crystals  of  quite  different  composition  (57  per  cent.  Bi203) 
from  a  second  crop  which  separates  below  170°  0.,  and 
contains  44  per  cent,  of  B?2Q3J  He  also  found  that  time  has 
an  important  influence  ;  but  into  that  and  other  details  we 
reed  not  enter,  as  they  can  only  be  clearly  understood  by 
examining  the  experimental  results,  and  these  will  duly 
appear  in  the  journal  of  the  Society. 

The  only  comment  on  this  paper  came  from  Mr.  MacEwAN, 
who  remarked  that  makers  of  bismuth  salts  had  of  recent 
years  found  it  difficult  to  always  get  the  same  results  with 
old  processes.  Oould  this*,  he  asked,  be  due  to  difference  in 
the  metal  bismuth,  such  a  difference  as  Crookes's  meta- 
elements  theory  might  explain  ?  Bat  that  theory  appears 
not  to  be  held  in  high  esteem  at  Burlington  House,  and  Mr. 
Adie  replied  that  the  bismuth- difficulty  was  all  a  question  of 
temperature. 

The  President  then  read  the  titles  of  the  rest  of  the 
papers,  of  which  there  was  quite  a  long  list. 


Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy 
on  December  7,  Mr.  Prospar  H.  Marsden  (President)  in  the 
chair.    Messrs.  J.  A.  Mercer  and  J.  Hodgson  were  elected 
members. 
Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes,  Ph  Ch.,  read  some 

Pharmaceutical  Notes. 

These  were  concerning  certain  prescriptions,  the  dispensing 
of  which  had  given  rise  to  peculiar  reactions  and  several 
difficulties. 

No.  1. — Unpreventable  liberation  of  iodine  took  place 
in  the  following  through  the  agency  of  the  ferric  salt :  — 


Potass,  iodid   5iss. 

Liq.  ferri  perclilor   5'J, 

Liq.  arsenici  hydroch   5j. 

Spt.  chlorof   ...  5'j- 

Aquse  ad    jvj. 

M.    Ft.  mist. 


The  doctor  when  spoken  to  altered  the  prescription. 
,  No.  2.— Mucilage  had  to  be  employed  to  suspend  the 
tincture  of  beozDin,  which  is  in  rather  unusual  amount  : — 

Tr.  benzoini  co.    m  320 

Oxymellis  scillse   §j, 

Vini  ipecac     ill  80 

Syrupi  tolut  m  80 

Aquse  ad   Sviij, 

M.    Ft.  mist. 

No.  3. — The  peculiarity  of  this  was  the  large  dose  of 
bromide  and  tincture  of  hyoscyamus.  This,  however,  was 
explained  by  the  direction — one  dose  daily  :  — 

Potass,  bromidi       ...       ...  ... 

Tr.  belladonnas        ...       ...       ...    ii|  80 

Tr,  hyoscyami   

Aquse  camphorae  ad.  Sviij. 

M.    Ft.  mist. 
Sd.  5j.  hora  somni. 

No.  4. — This  gargle  did  not  require  mucilage  to  suspend 
the  tincture  of  myrrh,  as  the  glycerin  was  sufficient  :— - 

Potassoa  chloratis    5j. 

Tr.  catechu   fjiv. 

Tr.  myrrhse  

Glycerini    ^j. 

Aquse  ad    Jvj. 

M.    Ft.  gargarisma. 

No  5.— The  meaning  of  the  writer  of  this  prescription 
was  rather  difficult  to  get  at : — 

Suppos.  acid,  borici   aa.  gr,  xv. 

Mitte  vj.  ut  dictu, 


An  ordinary  IS  gr.  suppository,  containing  2  gr.  to  3  gr 
of  boric  acid,  seemed  at  first  sight  to  be  intended,  but  com- 
munication with  the  doctor  revealed  the  fact  that  he  really 
wanted  a  pessary  with  15  gr.  of  boric  acid  in  a  60-gr.  mass, 
six  to  be  sent. 

_  No.  6.- -A  lotion  for  the  scalp,  with  elaborate  Latin  direc- 
tions, gave  no  difficulty.  An  emulsion  was  first  made,  and, 
when  strained,  it  was  mixed  with  the  other  ingredients  :— 

Amygd.  amar.    nix. 

Aquse  rosmarini    5vj. 

Contunde  et  tere  simul  dein,  cola,  et  adde  — 

Hydr.  perchlor.    gr.  xvj. 

Spt.  vini  rect  Jij.  ...... 

Ft.  lotio.  .  " 

No.  7. — The  active  ingredient  in  this  is  somewhat  unusual — 
at  any  rate  in  pessary  form  : — 

Tr.  benzoini  co  rrtx. 

Olei  theobromns  ad   gr.  60 

Ft.  pessus. 

Made  by  heat  this  was  a  failure,  bub  by  cold  compression  it 

was  a  very  satisfactory  mass. 
No.  8.- Effervescence  took  pkee  iu  this,  which  was  not 

due  to  aridity  of  the  mucilage,  which  was  fresh.  Perhaps 

the  codeine  had  been  acted  on  by  the  bicarbonate  : — 

Sodii  bicarbonatis  gr.  80 

Tr.  cotouis  (!)    pt  80 

Tr.  chlorof.  co.   5iv. 

Codeinse   ge.  r. 

Mucila.gini3   ...       ...       ...       ...  jf, 

Aquse  cinnamomi  ad    Sviij. 

M.    Ft.  mist. 

Specimens  of  suppositories  made  by  compression  were 
thown,  and  "lin'.ed  suppositories"  also,  used  in  surgical 
operations  of  the  rectum.  Ia  these  a  tuft  of  lint  about 
3  inches  loDg  is  dipped  at  the  tip  into  melted  cocoa  butter 
until  of  the  right  sizj,  and  then  moulded  by  rolling  on  a  slab 
with  a  palette  koife. 

Tha  President  spoke  of  the  value  of  such  papers,  and 
advised  the  students  to  cultivate  their  powers  of  observation 
and  record  their  dispensing-experiences  for  the  benefit  of 
their  comrades.  Sach  incompatibilities  as  the  prescription 
No.  1  presented  were  far  from  uncommon  in  hospital  dis- 
pensers' experience,  and  were  the  result  of  the  smattering 
of  pharmacy  obtained  by  medical  students  nowadays  in 
their  three  months'  course  of  practice  and  lectures.  He  had 
had  a  similar  mixture  to  No.  1  ordered  repeatedly,  and  he  had 
dispensed  it  under  protest.  Another  one  had  salicylate  of 
sccU  and  hydcobromic  acid  together,  another  ferrous  sulphate 
and  liquor  Fowle.i,  and  yet  another  actually  contained 
potassium  iodide,  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate,  solution 
of  strychnine,  and  solution  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen. 

Mr.  H.  Wyatt,  jun.,  remarked  that  No.  2  went  well 
with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and  he  had  often  turned  it  out 
in  that  way,  with  a  note  on  the  prescription.  Gargles  with 
tincture  of  myrrh,  such  as  No.  4,  did  not  require  mucilage  if 
an  amount  of  gum  myrrh  equal  to  that  contained  by  the 
tincture  were  emulsified  with  water,  and  the  equivalent  of 
spirit,  together  with  any  other  tincture  ordered,  added  last  of 
all.  lie  was  of  opinion  that  the  effervescence  in  No.  8  could 
not  be  due  to  action  of  the  codeine  on  the  bicarbonate,  but 
rather  to  the  chloroform  in  the  tincture  displacing  the  air 
from  the  solution  of  bicarbonate.  This  was  noticeable  in 
making  chloroform-water  with  tap-water  or  distilled  water 
which  hid  been  exposed  to  the  air.  On  shaking  the  chloro- 
form saturated  the  water  and  drove  out  the  contained  air 
with  considerable  force. 

Mr.  R  O.  Cowley  pointed  out  that  codeine  was  decidedly 
basic,  and  csald,  therefore,  scarcely  displace  CO..  from  a 
bicarbonate. 

A  lecture  on 

"Arms  and  Ammunition" 

was  then  given  by  Mr.  H.  Wyatt,  j an  ,  during  which  the 
history  of  small-arms  was  dwelt  upon,  the  defects  inherent 
in  guns  prop?lling  spherical  bullets  pointed  out,  the  advan- 
tages of  rifling  discussed,  the  advent  of  breech-loading 
weapons  fully  explained,  and  the  various  Service  rifles  used 
at  various  times  in  the  Eoglish  Service  described.  The  im- 
portant movement  towards  the  reduction  of  calibre  and 


9,9.2 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  16,  1899 


the  adoption  of  powders  of  high  explosive  power  and 
of  a  smokeless  character  were  fully  entered  into,  and 
the  manufacture  of  cordite  and  the  causes  of  the  great 
force  exerted  by  this  powder  explained.  The  concluding 
part  of  the  lecture  was  devoted  to  the  consideration  ot 
continental  military  rifles  in  general — with  their  good  and 
bad  points — the  Lse-Metford  magazine-rifle  baing  taken  as 
a  type  of  what  a  perfect^arm  should  be. 


Newcastle  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  December  6  at 
the  Hotel  Metropole,  Newcastleon-Tyne,  Mr.  0.  Kidley 
(President)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  W.  Buckley,  North  Shields, 
read  a  paper  on 

The  Extension  of  the  Poisons  Schedule. 

There  has  been,  he  said,  of  late  years  a  growing  convic- 
tion in  the  minds  of  the  public,  as  in  those  of  pharmacists, 
that  an  extension  of  part  2  of  the  schedule  was  desirable  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  safety.  Scarcely  a  week  passes 
without  some  coroner  or  jury  making  strong  recommenda- 
tions to  this  effect,  and  since  the  reDommendations  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  keeping  and  selling  of 
poisons  have  become  la^,  the  present  is  an  opportune  time 
for  approaching  the  Privy  Council  with  respect  to  certain 
additions  to  the  existing  list.  Mr.  Buckley  described  the 
various  legislative  enactments  in  the  poison  question  down 
to  the  present  time.  He  showed  how  the  Government  ap- 
peared to  view  the  question  of  still  further  increasing  the 
list  of  poisons  as  savouring  too  much  of  a  monopoly  for  the 
registered  chemist,  but  that  whilst  chemists  by  fhelr 
training  and  qualification  were  competent  to  distribute 
these  articles  it  was  not  a  matter  of  £  s.  d.  for  them,  as  mary 
instances  occur  daily  where  chemists  refuse  to  sell  poisons 
to  unsuitable  persons.  Even  if  all  poisonous  substances 
were  scheduled  chemists  would  gain  but  little  by  it,  for 
there  is  no  branch  of  business  which  demands  so  much  self- 
sacrifice  as  the  sale  of  poisons,  that  branch  of  the  business 
being  more  of  a  necessary  evil  than  a  source  of  profit.  Mr. 
Buckley  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  would  draft  a  list  of  substances  which  would  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the, Privy  Council. 

A  good  dicu3sion  followed,  and  ultimately  the  following 
resolution  was  carried  : — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is  desirable,  in  the 
interests  of  public  safety,  that  carbolic  acid,  strong  mineral  acid, 
butter  of  antimony,  acetate  of  lead,  sulphates  of  copper  and  zinc, 
oxalates,  and  strong  solution  of  ammonia  be  added  to  part  2  of  the 
poisons  schedule. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

"  Sewee-aib" 

was  the  subject  of  an;  instructive  and  entertaining  lecture 
by  Dr.  Lloyd  Jones  to  this  Association  on  Friday  evening. 
Sewer-air  has  been  an  all-tco-obtrusive  and  plentiful  part  of 
the  Cambridge  atmosphere  during  recent  years,  and  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Association  rather  naively  issued  invita- 
tions to  every  member  of  the  Corporation  to  attend  the 
lecture.  The  venerable  President  of  the  Association  (Mr. 
Alderman  Deck)  took  the  chair.  Sanitary  science,  said  Dr. 
Lloyd  Jones,  is  still  quite  in  its  infancy,  and  we  are  the 
inheritors  of  houses  Irom  cur  forefathers  which  medical 
officers  cannot  but  regard  with  pain.  Sewer-air  was  found 
in  well  ventilated,  well-constructed,  well-flushed  sewers,  and 
in  composition  it  differed  little  from  the  outside  air — a  little 
more  carbonic  acid,  a  little  less  oxygen,  and  a  little  more 
organic  matter,  with,  strange  to  say,  fewer  micro-organisms. 
It  was  poorer  in  micro-organisms  than  the  air  of  a  drawing- 
room,  or  of  even  an  ordinary  heated  room,  but  it  was  not, 
therefore,  harmless.  The  danger  from  the  inorganic  con- 
stituents of  sewer-air  was  practically  nil :  it  was  the 
organic  matter  derived  from  putrefying  animal  and  vegetable 
substances  that  was  deleterious,  causing  often  disease 
and  death.  A  distinction  was  to  be  drawn  between  the 
microbes  of  sewer-air  and  the  microbes  of  sewage  itself. 
When  bubbles  of  gas  burst  from  a  liquid  microbes  were 
being  disseminated  from  putrefying  animal  and  vegetable 


matter.  Microbes  from  the  sewage  itself  might  also  become 
disseminated  by  splashing  and  by  current?,  and  when 
a  sewer  was  lined  by  decomposing  deposits  of  sewage 
currents  of  air  might  blow  microbes  off  into  the  sewer-air. 
The  lecturer  then  went  on  to  give  instances  which  had  come 
under  his  notice  of  diseases  that  had  been  communicated  by 
sewer-air,  and  drew  alteration  to  the  fact  that  all  sewer-air 
is  not  offensive,  and  thai  offensiveness  is  not  a  criterion  of 
harmfulness.  The  latter  part  of  the  lecture  was  most  con- 
vincing, for,  with  the  assistance  of  the  borough  medical 
officer,  Dr.  Jones  had  been  able  to  collect  a  large  number  of 
drawings  of  houses  of  both  the  upper  and  lower  classes 
where  faulty  drainage  and  sewer-communicating  bath  and 
w.c.  pipes  had  been  the  cause  of  either  disease  or  death  in 
Cambridge.  The  moral  he  drew  was  that  if  people  wanted 
to  be  well,  they  should  look  after  their  drains  themselves, 
and  not  trust  to  the  local  authority. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Campkin,  J.P.,  seconded  by 
Mr.  K.  Stueton,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Dr. 
Jones  for  his  lecture. 


Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association. 

This  Association  met  at  36  York  Plaoe,  Edinburgh,  on 
December  6,  Mr.  David  McLaren  (President)  in  the  chair. 
Messrs.  Charles  Stewart  and  James  B.  M  McLaren,  Kirkcaldy, 
W.  J.  McNab,  Gorebridge,  and  D.  W.  Nicholson,  Leith,  were 
elected  members.  The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  F  Henry) 
stated  that  he  had  received  replies  in  acknowledgment  of 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Association  in  June  last  from 
Lord  Salisbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  tbe  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  and  the  Lord  Advocate.  With  regard  to 
the  Federation  of  Associations'  proposals  anent 

Company-  ph  aemacy, 
tbe  committee  bad  met,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  reply 
that  the  Association  saw  no  reason  to  depart  from  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  in  June  and  published  in  the  journals  at  the 
time.  The  action  of  the  committee  was  confirmed.  The 
Chairman  said  he  had  intended  to  give 

An  Address, 

but,  owing  to  illness,  he  had  found  it  impossible  to  carry 
out  his  intention.  He  had  thought  of  speaking  about  phar- 
macy in  Scotland  during  the  last  fifty  years.  In  1849  there 
were  forty-nine  open  drug-shops  in  Edinburgh,  and  in  1860 
they  had  increased  to  fifty-three.  He  referred  to  the  scarcity 
of  apprentices.  He  had  noticed  that  an  editor  recently  com- 
pared the  chemist  and  druggist  with  the  publican  and  the 
grocer.  He  did  not  assume  that  that  remark  was  intended 
to  be  derogatory  to  the  trade  at  large,  but  that  the  editor 
was  thinking  of  the  profitable  character  of  these  trades  ;  and 
he  hoped  pharmacy  would  be  more  profitable  in  the  future 
than  it  had  been  in  the  past.  As  to  the  question  of  unquali- 
fied men  carrying  on  the  business,  he  thought  the  less  said 
about  it  the  better.  While  they  were  entitled  to  object  to 
such  persons  using  their  titles,  to  say  much  about  it  would 
only  advertise  them. 

Mr.  Lunan  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. 
As  to  company-pharmacy,  he  remarked  the  only  thing  they 
could  contend  for  was  the  protection  of  the  qualification. 
They  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  capital  by  which  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on.  They  should  go  forward  unitedly  to 
protect  the  title.  On  other  matters  chemists  generally  did 
not  seem  to  have  made  up  their  minds. 

Mr.  Boa  seconded  the  motion,  and  agreed  with  Mr.  Lunan 
that  it  was  good  policy  to  say  as  little  as  possible  about  the 
stores,  but  they  should  seek  to  protect  the  qualification  and 
titles. 

Mr.  Nesbit  supported  the  observations  made  by  Messrs. 
Lunan  and  Boa,  and  said  they  should  not  allow  a  company 
or  store  to  assume  the  title  of  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  Glass  said  he  did  not  think  in  the  present  con- 
nection they  could  successfully  demand  more  than  the  re- 
striction of  titles  to  persons  holding  them  by  examination. 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  statement  tbat  the  qualification 
of  the  employe  became  in  any  sense  tbe  qualification  of  the 
employer.  They  might  as  well  say  the  qualification  of  a 
certificated  teacher  conferred  a  qualification  on  a  school 
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board,  or  that  the  qualification  of  a  physician  conferred 
qualification  on  those  corporate  bodies  who  employed 
doctors.  They  should  seek  to  protect  titles,  and  steer  clear 
of  the  intricacies  which  lay  beyond  that. 

Mr.  Henby  said  he  had  been  astonished  at  some  of  the 
resolutions  even  yet  being  passed  by  associations,  showing 
that  a  great  deal  had  to  be  thought  out.  No  doubt  those 
who  differed  were  equally  sincere,  but  he  thought  tact  and 
prudence  suggested  that  they  should  agree  as  to  the  protection 
of  titles  in  the  meantime,  and  allow  the  discussion  on  other 
matters  to  continue.  It  was  said  that  if  they  shook  a 
barrel  of  apples  the  good  ones  would  come  to  the  top,  and 
that  would  doubtless  happen  to  the  suggestions  that  were 
now  abroad. 

The  Chaibman  acknowledged  the  vote  of  thanks.  It 
was  agreed  to  hold  a  dinner  at  the  end  of  January,  and 
the  President,  Vice-President,  and  Secretary  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  carry  out  the  arrangements.  This  was  all 
the  businees. 


Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  December  11  in  the  Dewsbury  Town 
Hall,  and  was  well  attended.  Mr.  Foster  presided.  The 
Federation  circular  was  read,  as  well  as  a  letter  from  the 
Bradford  Association  submitting  the  resolution  which  it  had 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  circular — viz.,  to  wait  until  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  had  come  to  some  resolution  re- 
garding Mr.  Newsholme's  scheme.  Some  conversation 
ensued,  but  no  action  was  taken,  the  Association  having 
been  the  first  body  of  chemists  to  pass  a  resolution  indi- 
cating their  policy  and  opinion  on  the  Companies  Bill.  In 
the  course  of  the  conversation  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
meeting  had  been  deferred  a  week  in  the  expectation  that 
the  policy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  be  an- 
nounced at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  last  week,  and  some 
astonishment  was  expressed  that  nothing  bad  been  done 
and  that  the  Council  should  still  be  playing  the  dark-horse. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  intimating  the  preliminary  issue  for  flotation  purposes 
of  600  shares  in  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association  (Limited), 
and  several  members  indicated  their  intention  to  subscribe. 

The  question  of  the 

CAMWAL-EECONSTBUCriON 

scheme  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Walkeb,  and  an  informal 
discussion  took  place.  Circulars  had  been  received  by 
shareholders.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  it  was  stated 
that  the  Secretary  of  Camwal  had  been  asked  if  anyone  who 
was  not  a  chemist  but  who  took  up  shares  would  be  sup- 
plied, and  he  replied  that  the  new  company  would  be  bound 
to  supply  shareholders.  It  was  felt  that  this  would  create 
a  free  trade,  and  the  expression  was  made  that  this  seemed 
likely  to  be  another  case  where  chemists  had  built  up  a 
trade — as  they  did  with  patent  medicines — and  then  had  it 
snatched  out  of  their  hands.  It  was  decided  to  put  the 
subject  on  the  agenda  for  the  next  meeting.  rSee  page  1000. 
Ed.] 


festivities. 


O.A.A.  ClNDEBELLA. 

The  first  of  the  fifth  series  of  Cinderella  dances  took  place 
in  the  Dorset  Hall,  Portman  Rooms,  W.,  on  December  7.  There 
were  between  sixty  and  seventy  present,  and  everything  went 
off  smoothly.  Mr.  C.  W.  Martin  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Solomon 
were  the  M.C's.  January  4  is  fixed  as  the  date  of  the  next 
dance. 

Midland  Smokeb. 

The  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Society  held  a  smoking- 
concert  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel  on  December  7,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Perry.  One  of  the  hits  of  the 
evening  was  the  Chairman's  song,  in  which  he  made  allusions 
to  a  variety  of  trade  matters.  A  capital  programme  was 
provided,  mo3tly  by  professionals. 


Athletic  Amusement. 

The  eighth  annual  smoking- concert  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
December  11,  when  Dr.  George  Coull  presided  over  a  large 
and  representative  attendance.  The  medical  profession  was 
well  represented,  as  well  as  kindred  associations.  A  varied 
programme  was  submitted,  and,  among  others,  the  following 
took  part : — Messrs.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland,  Graham  Courtney, 
D.  Simpson,  G.  Jamieson,  J.  Bartleman,  and  K.  Brewster. 
A  cinematograph-exhibition  was  much  enjoyed.  The  Chairman 
proposed  "  The  Prosperity  of  the  Club,"  to  which  Mr. 
Rutherford  Hill  replied  with  his  usual  oratorical  ability. 

Halifax  Happy. 

The  dinner  of  the  Halifax  and  District  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  December  7  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel. 
Halifax,  Mr.  H.  C.  Brierley  (the  President  of  the  Association) 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  and  after  the 
usual  toasts  bad  been  honoured,  Mr.  W.  C.  Hebden,  J. P., 
submitted  '  The  Town  and  Trade  of  Halifax."  He  called  to 
mind  the  fact  that  it  was  thirty-one  years  since  the  Associa- 
tion had  been  formed,  and  of  those  then  connected  with  it 
there  were  only  two  members  present  that  evening — namely, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Brierley  and  himself.  During  its  career  the  Asso- 
ciation had  done  good  work,  and  had  proved  a  useful  and 
powerful  organisation.  Mr.  G.  C.  Cobbe  responded,  and  the 
toast  of  "  The  Association  "  was  given  by  Mr.  S.  N.  Pickard 
(Bradford),  who  reminded  his  hearers  that  they  might,  in 
the  near  future,  have  to  fight  for  their  just  rights,  and  it 
was  necessary  that  they  be  united.  Mr.  Brierley  replied  ;  and 
"  Visiting  Friends,"  submitted  by  Mr.  Comyns,  was  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Cussons,  of  Dewsbury,  and  Mr.  Silson,  of  Brad- 
ford. "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society "  and  "  The  Past 
Officers"  were  afterwards  toasted.  The  proceedings  were 
interspersed  with  songs  and  recitations  by  members  of  the 
company.  At  the  close,  Mr.  Gibson  Dixon  sang  "  Soldiers 
of  Ihe  Queen,"  and  the  company  showed  appreciation  by 
collecting  24*.  for  the  local  war  fund. 

Edikbuegh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

The  Association  held  a  social  evening  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  House,  36  York  Pi  ace  Edinburgh,  on  December  6. 
The  President  (Mr.  Fraser  McDiarmid),  and  the  committee 
received  the  company.  There  were  a  number  of  interesting 
exhibits.  Mr.  J.  Hume  Patterson,  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians'  research-laboratory,  exhibited  a  series  of 
pathogenic  bacteria,  including  both  microscopic  and  naked- 
eye  specimens,  and  specimens  of  agar-agar,  potato,  and  bread 
paste  cultures  of  the  tubercle,  typhoid,  cholera,  tetanus, 
glanders,  diphtheria,  and  anthrax  bacilli,  Bacillus  prodirji- 
osits,  B.  fluorescent,  B.  mycoifles,  B.  culi  communis,  Sarcvna 
auraniia,  S.  lutea,  Staphylococcus  albus,  S.  aureus,  and 
S.  atreus ;  and  microscopic  slides  of  tetanus  bacillus  showing 
typical  drumstick  forms,  cholera  bacillus  showing  spiral 
and  comma  forms,  malaria  pwasite  in  situ  in  the  blood- 
corposcle  of  a  pigron,  tubercle  bacillus  in  sputum  of  con- 
sumptive patient,  anthrax  bacillus  in  blood  of  rabbit,  typhoid 
bacillus  showing  flagella,  and  live  typhoid  bacillus  showing 
mobility. 

Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.  sent  a  collection  of  dried 
glandular  extracts  and  preparatiocs.  On  one  table  was  laid 
out  a  series  of  early  Herbals  and  Pharmacopoeias  from  the 
Society's  library;  on  another  several  micro-copic  objects, 
including  living  specimens  of  Volvox  globaior,  Hydra  fusoa, 
Amaeba,an&  'lyroglyphus siro  (cheese-mite),  afrog's  foot  show- 
ing the  circulation  of  the  blood  and,  starch  grains  insituxmder 
polarised  light,  &c.  There  was  also  a  collection  of  apparatus 
lent  by  Mr.  William  Hume,  which  included  a  model  gas- 
engine  and  Marconi's  apparatus  for  wireless  telegraphy. 

Glasgow  Soholaes  Sup 

The  annual  supper  of  the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy 
took  place  in  the  North  British  Station  Hotel,  Glasgow,  on 
December  8,  Mr.  J.  Lothian  (principal)  in  the  chair.  The 
guests  included  Messrs.  Peter  Boa  and  J.  Rutherford  Hill, 
Edinburgh,  and  Messrs.  W.  L.  Carrie,  J.  Robb,  and  W.  Tait, 
Glasgow. 

The  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  having  been  duly  honoured, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  proposed  "  The  School  and  Pnncjpal.'' 
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He  said  there  was  a  striking  contrast  bet  ween  the  earlier 
schools  and  those  of  to-day  in  point  of  scope  and  equip- 
ment. In  the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy  they  had  a 
capital  example  of  a  teaching  mechanism  which  not  only 
justified  its  existence  by  the  pass-list,  but  by  the  severer 
test  of  the  subsequent  success  in  life  of  its  graduates.  As  a 
teacher  Mr.  Lothian  possessed  most  of  the  theoretical  quali- 
fications for  his  woik.  He  had  capacity,  indefatigible  in- 
dustry, and  sympathetic  imagination.  Mr.  Lothian  not  only 
commanded  their  respect  on  the  intellectual  side,  he  claimed 
their  regard  on  moral  grounds,  and  they  felt  that  in  him 
tbey  had  a  friend  and  a  brother. 

Mr.  Lothian,  replying,  said  his  one  ambition  bad  been  to 
make  his  school  thoroughly  efficient  and  usc-fal,  and  claimed 
that  be  had  woiked  out  its  development  on  independent  and 
reproductive  lines.  He  paid  tribute  to  his  demonstrators, 
Messrs.  Cockburn,  Rod  well,  and  Davie,  than  vhom  no  better 
men  could  be  found. 

The  Kinninmount  gold  medal  was  then  presented  to  Mr. 
H.  Rodwell  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  who  congratulated  Mr. 
Lothian  on  the  fact  that  the  prize  had  been  canied  off  by 
students  of  the  school  for  three  years  in  succession. 

Mr.  M.  Meldrum  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
and  deprecated  the  idea  tbat  the  Society  was  merely  a  fee- 
collecting  and  examining  macbice.  With  all  its  defects,  it 
had  done  good  work  in  the  interests  of  pharmacy.  It  was 
high  time,  however,  tbat  a  change  was  made  in  the  system 
of  examination  to  compensa'e  for  the  increased  stringency 
of  the  standard. 

Mr.  Peter  Boa,  who  replied,  said  a  previous  speaker  had 
avowed  embarrassment  because  of  the  popularity  of  his 
toast.  He  was  embarrassed  for  the  opposite  reason.  And 
jet  there  was  much  to  be  said  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  the  remedy  lay  in  themselves.  He  had  no 
positive  knowledge,  but  he  might  say  that  it  was  in  the  air 
that  the  inauguration  of  the  ten-guinea  fee  might  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  division  of  the  Minor  ard  the  adoption  of  the 
principle  of  refusing  a  candidate  only  in  those  subjects  in 
which  he  is  deficient.  There  was  some  soreness  about  the 
doubling  of  the  qualifying-fee,  but  the  Society  had  been 
driven  to  that  measure  in  self-protection,  because  so  few  of 
those  who  qualified  enrolled  themselves  as  members. 

At  this  stage  Mr.  J.  P.  Taylor,  on  beoalf  of  the  past 
and  present  students  of  the  school,  presented  Mr.  Lothian 
with  a  handsome  American  roll-top  writing-desk  and 
revolving  chair  and  inkstand,  as  an  expres-ion  of  admiration 
and  good  will. 

Mr.  Lothian  having  briefly  and  feelingly  thanked  the 
donors,  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  proposed  "  The  Students  "  in 
a  warlike  speech,  in  which  he  deprecatsd  pessimism  as  to 
the  future  of  pharmacy,  reminding  them  that  they  them- 
selves were  soldiers  of  their  country  wiih  battles  to  fight. 
In  tbo  Soudan  campaign  it  was  only  tbe  men  who  proved 
themselves  staunch  and  fit  at  Atbara  who  were  allowed  to 
go  forward  to  Omdurman.  The  Minor  was  their  Atbara, 
and  the  field  of  business  life  their  Omdurman.  Other  toasts 
followed,  and  a  capital  entertainment  of  songs  and  readings 
was  sustained  duricig  the  evening  by  Messrs.  Macleod,  J.  P. 
Taylor,  Taylor,  W.  L.  Currie,  J.  Lothian,  Hanna,  an<3  Gilmour, 
with  Mr.  Kennedy  as  pianist.  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  closed  an 
enjoyable  evening. 

Bournemouth  and  District  Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

The  members  of  this  Association  dined  at  the  Granville 
Hotel,  Bournemouth,  on  December  8,  Mr.  J.  A.  Toone  (the 
president)  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "ThePha-ma- 
ceutical  Society,"  deprecated  attacks  being  made  on  the 
Council,  which  he  considered  had  done  excellent  work.  If 
they  bad-anybody  to  complain  of  it  was  rather  the  House  of 
Lords,  who  in  1881  deliberately  knocked  the  bottom  out  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  by  the  decision  with  reference  to  company- 
trading.  That  decision  left  the  door  open  for  any  person  to 
take  unto  himself  six  other  persons  more  wicked  than  him- 
self—or at  any  rate  not  qualified — and  call  himself  a  chemist. 
He  might  not  know  the  difference  between  strychnine  and 
sulphate  of  magnesia.  (Laughter.)  Under  such  circum- 
stances the  position  of  the  trained  individual  pharmacist 
was  becoming  intolerable, 


Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins,  who  responded,  appealed  for  fuller  con- 
fidence in  the  Council.  He  admitted  that  it  was  divided  in 
opinion  on  tbe  burning  subject  of  company-trading,  and 
though  anxiously  deliberating  bad  come  to  no  consensus  of 
opinion  so  far.  Tee  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  an 
unhappy  one,  but  the  time  had  come  for  the  Society  to 
reassett  the  principles  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  as  to  individual 
qualification.  Some  companies  could  easily  be  brought  into 
line  with  the  law  as  they  desired  it.  His  opinion  was  that 
their  directors  should  be  man  for  man  qualified,  and  tbat  their 
capital  should  be  kept  strictly  within  that  qualification. 
Companies  that  could  not  do  that  he  would  like  to  see 
abolished.  He  would  not  stir  from  that  first  standpoint 
unless  drivfn  by  stress  of  circumstances  or  of  legal  decisions. 
He  would  go  to  the  Government  Department  in  control, 
and  frankly  and  fearlessly  ask  for  legislation  in  favour  of  the 
individual  qualification.  If  he  were  told  tbat  vested  interests 
had  grown  too  enormously,  and  th>t  such  contentious  master 
could  not  be  launched  in  Par'iament  without  fear  of  defeat, 
he  would  then  ask  the  Council  for  fresh  powers,  and  if  tbey 
were  unwilling  or  divided  he  would  advocate  a  plebiscite  of 
the  community  on  the  point.  Failing  the  first  stand,  he 
would  advocate  a  qualified  directorate,  but  he  looked  on  the 
spread  of  the  co-operative,  syndicate,  and  company  prin- 
ciples in  a  calling  like  theirs  with  apprehension  for  the 
future  of  the  great  middle  class  of  icdividual  employers. 
If  these  were  destroyed,  or  became  employes  and  seivants 
of  companies,  it  would  be  a  disaster  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  W.  Jones  moved — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Bournemouth  and  District  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  is  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  statutory 
titles  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  should  be  available  ODly  for  those 
who  have  qualified  under  the  Act,  and  that  it  shall  be  unlawful 
for  a  company  to  take,  use,  or  accept  the  title  of  pharmaceutical 
chemist  or  of  chemist  and  druggist,  or  any  other  title  indicating 
registration  under  the  Pharmacy  Act ;  and  in  all  other  respects 
a  company  should  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  those  Acts  in 
the  same  manner  as  individuals. 

It  was  due  to  the  pharmacist,  he  said,  that  his  training 
and  restrictions  should  command  privileges,  and  it  was  due 
to  the  public  tbat  he  should  be  highly  efficient,  whereas  the 
substitution  of  managers  for  individual  ownership  would 
have  a  backward  effect  on  pharmacy  itself. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Morris,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  described 
the  average  pharmacist  as  "  an  apathetic  beggar."  It  would 
be,  he  said,  a  glorious  day  when  companies  were  abolished. 
He  thought  qualified  managership  was  dangerous,  and  would 
too  often  prove  a  mere  cover  for  the  employment  of  capital, 
at  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  individual  trader. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Bridge  defended  his  position  as  "  a  company." 
He  considered  a  joint-stock  company  an  ideal  condition  for 
partnership.  He  had  a  mixed  business,  and  it  was  unneces- 
sary that  a  director  managing  the  surgical  and  orthopedic 
department  should  be  a  qualified  chemist.  Still,  he  was 
opposed  to  the  exploiting  of  the  trade  for  capitalists,  and 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  matter  might  be 
met  by  having  a  qualified  director,  who  had  a  substantial 
interest  in  tbe  company. 

This  was  lost,  and  the  resolution  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 


The  Saccharin  Lecision  printed  on  page  995  is  followed 
by  a  special  announcement  in  our  adveitisement  pages  by  the 
Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited),  the  winners  of  the  action. 
Another  in  the  Coloured  Supplement  is  by  the  Anglo-Con- 
tinental Chemical  Works  (Limited)  whose  case  is  not  the 
one  decided  nor  connected  with  it. 

Carbolic  Acid  in  a  Vinegar- bottle. — An  inquest 
was  held  at  Southwark  on  December  9  on  the  body  of  a 
blind  woman,  who  had  poisoned  herself  by  drinking  carbolic 
acid  in  mistake  for  lemonade.  It  transpired  that  the 
lemonade  and  carbolic  acid  (which  bad  been  obtained  from 
an  oilshop)  were  kept  together  on  a  shelf  in  vinegar- bottles, 
and  a  juror  was  of  opinion  that  this  case  was  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  that  could  be  put  forward  for  selling 
carbolic  acid  and  all  other  poisons  in  distinguishable  bottles. 
The  Coroner  etneurred  in  these  remarks,  adding  that  the 
occurrence  also  showed  the  danger  of  allowing  the  sale  of 
poisons  at  oil-shops,  as  well  as  the  danger  of  its  being  sold 
in  any  kind  of  bottle, 
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High  Court  Cases. 

The  Saccharin  Patent. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  December  9,  Mr.  Justice  North 
gave  j augment  in  the  case  of  the  Saccharin  Corporation 
(Limited)  ?;.  the  Chemical  and  Drugs  Company  (Limited). 
Plaintiff-'  in  the  action  sought  to  restrain  by  injunction  an 
alleefd  infringement  by  the  defendants  of  patent  No. 
25,273,  relating  to  the  manufacture  of  saccharin.  The 
defendants  denied  the  validity  of  the  patent  on  the  ground 
that  the  invention  was  nit  proper  subject  matter. 

His  Lordship  said  this  action  in  its  inception  promised  to 
be  a  very  heavy  one,  as  the  plaintiffs  claimed  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  infringement  of  eighteen  patents,  subse- 
quently reduced  to  twelve,  relating  to  the  manufacture  of 
toluene  sulphochlorides,  part  of  the  process  for  producing 
saccharin.    The  defendants  had  denied  infringement,  and 
disputed  the  validity  of  the  whole  of  the  twelve  patents. 
They  said  that  the  alleged  inventor  was  net  the  first  in  the 
field,  that  there  was  a  watt  of  novelty,  and  that  the  inven- 
tion was  not  the  proper  subject-matter  for  a  patent.  The 
area  covered  by  the  action  was,  however,  reduced  by  an 
arrangement  made  between  the  parties,  and  by  virtue  of 
which  only  one  patent,  No.  25.273  of  1891,  had  been  discussed 
before  him.    Even  as  to  that  all  the  grounds  of  defence  were 
abandoned  except  one.    The  defendants  had  made  a  written 
admission  for  the  purposes  of  this  action  that  they  bad 
impoited  iDto  this  country  saccharin  made  by  a  Dresden 
firm  in  accordance  with  the  plaintiffs'  patent    They,  how- 
ever, said  that  the  invention  did  not  discloss  sufficient 
ingenuity  or  merit  to  bo  the  proper  subject-matter  of  a 
patent.     The  patent  in  question  was  taken  out  in  this 
country  by  a  Mr.  Imry  to  protect  a  process  invented  be  a 
Mr.    Monnet  for  the    manufacture    of    toluene  sulpho- 
chlorides.   The  patent  had  to  do  with  the  conversion  of 
toluene  into  toluene  sulphochloride    The  result  of  the  old 
method  was  that  only  about  one-half  of  the  mass  treated 
became  toluene  sulphochloride,  the  other  half  being  loft 
as  toluene-sulphonic  acid     Half  of  the  balance  was  ortho- 
chloride,  which  was  useful,  and  the  other  half  para- chloride, 
which  was  useless.    So  the  net  result  was  that  only  about 
25  per  cent,  of  the  ingredients  was  used,  the  remainder 
being  not  wanted.    By  the  patent  now  in  question  it  was 
pointed  out  that,  by  keeping  the  temperature  at  between 
zero  and  5°  C,  and  by  employing  a  large  excess  of  sulphuric 
acid  over  toluene,  all  the  toluene  became  converted  into 
toluene  sulphochlorides.    By  this  process  all  useless  pro- 
ducts were  practically  got  rid  of.    The  defendants  con- 
tended that  this  invention,  having  regard  to  the  state  of 
public  knowledge  at  the  time,  was  not  the  proper  subject- 
matter  for  a  patent,  and  they  said  it  had  been  anticipated 
by  the  publication  in  England  in  1879  and  1881- of  German 
chemical  reports  of  papers  by  Beckurts  &  Otto  and  Claassen 
&  Wallin.    He  had  considered  both  those  publications,  but 
could  not  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  anticipations. 
Neither  of  the  papers  contained  anything  as  to  the  lowering 
of  the  temperature,  and  [Claassen  &  Wallin  had  not  appa- 
rently grasped  the  fact  that  an  excess  of  sulphuric  acid 
would    give   a   proportionate   yield   of  sulphochlorides. 
Monnet's  inventim  doubled  the  yield,  and  according  to 
Profe-sor  Dewar  no  one  had  anticipated  that  the  use  of 
an  excess  of  sulphuric  acid  would  do  that  and  convert  the 
whole  of  the  toluene  into  sulphochlorides.    Then  there  was 
one  incidental  practical  piece  of  evidence  of  considerable 
value.    The  Dresden  firm  from  which  the  defendants  obtained 
their  saccharin  had  prior  to  Monnet's  invention  made  use  of 
the  old   methods  of   manufacture.    But  when  Monnet's 
patent  was  made  known  in  Garmaoy  they  obtained  a  licence 
to  use  that  patent    Then  the  defendants  said  that  Monnet 
claimed  for  his  process  a  complete  conversion  of  toluene, 
and  that  this  result  was  not  borne  out  by  the  evidence.  He 
did  not  quite  see  how  that  piint  arose,  when  they  were  con- 
sidering subject-matter  only,  but  evidence  was  given  to  show 
that  in  organic  chemistry  something  was  always  lost  in  the 
process  of  manufacture    Under  these  circumstances  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  a  useful  and  novel  process, 
and  that  jt  was  sufficiently  described  in  Monnet's  patent,  I 


He  therefore  granted  the  injunction  in  the  terms  ot  the 
cl«im,  aDd  the  costs  must  follow  the  event. 

Mr.  Moulton  (who  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs)  said  that 
in  this  case  they  would  take  an  account  of  profits. 

BEEcnAM's  Pills. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Dscernber  8  Messrs.  Mabvn  & 
Co.  (Limireo),  chemis'sand  druggists,  1  King  David  Lane, 
Soadwell,  consented  to  a  perpetual  injunction  restra'ning 
them  from  selling,  or  offering  for  sale,  as  Beecbam's  pills, 
any  pills  not  made  by  Beechaoa.  Defendants  will  also  pay 
an  agreed  sum  as  damages. 

A  Chemist's  Lease. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  December  8,  Mr  Jenkins  Q  C, 
moved  for  an  injunction  on  behalf  of  Mr.  W.  G  Jameson, 
chemist,  48  Baker  Street,  W.,  to  restrain  Messrs.  Woodward 
&  Gibbs  from  continuing  buildicg  operatior s  which  they 
had  already  commenced.  The  action  was  in  respect  to  the 
conversion  of  houses  in  College  Crescent,  Hampstead,  into 
shops.  PlaintiS  has  a  private  residence  there  and  he  con- 
sidered the  alterations  in  the  houses  adjoining  a  breach  of 
the  covenant.  His  Lordship  hell  that  there  was  no  physical 
interference,  although  the  residence  would  be  made  less 
agreeable,  and  dismLsed  the  application. 

Another  "Liebig."' 
Me.  Muir  Mackenzie  applied  to  Mr.  Justice  Byrne,  on 
December  8,  for  an  order  to  the  Comptroller-General  to  pro- 
ceed with  an  application  for  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark 
bearing  the  words  "Liebig's  Photograph  Brand."  The 
Comptroller  had  refused  the  mark,  as  it  did  not  contain  the 
essential  particulars  required  by  the  Act.  On  the  appeal 
being  lodged,  however,  the  Board  of  Trade  referred  it  to  the 
Court,  with  a  direction  that  the  applicants  should  serve 
notice  upon  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited), 
who  had  a  trade-mark  consisting  of  Professor  Liebig's  signa- 
ture and  the  picture  of  an  ox.  Counsel  submitted  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  no  power  to  give  any  such  direction, 
and  no  such  notice  bad  been  served. 

Mr.  Irgle  Joyce,  for  the  Comptroller,  having  explained 
thfct  the  order  re'erred  to  was  given  by  his  Lordship  in 
chambers,  his  Lordship  said  he  would  allow  Mr.  Mackenzie's 
motion  to  be  amended,  so  as  to  ask  for  a  rescission  of  the 
older  he  had  made  in  chambers,  and  the  case  was  adjourned 

The  Beavis  S.W.  Bottle. 
Mb.  Justice  Farwell,  nttirjg  in  the  Chancery  Division 
last  week,  heard  the  case  of  Beavis  v.  Eylands'  Glass  and 
Engineering  Company  (Limited).  Mr.  Bousfield,  for  the 
plaintiff — Mr.  Beavis  (Biistcl) — explained  that  plaintiff  had 
patented  an  improvement  in  the  "Codd"  a  Crated- water 
bottle  which  would  1  educe  breakages  by  20  per  cent. 
"Starring"  was  a  difficulty  in  which  the  Beavis  invention 
made  an  improvement,  as  the  ball  cou'd  not  roll  so  freely, 
while,  as  regards  brushing,  the  Beavi3  patent  permitted  an 
easier  passage  to  the  brush.  The  horizontal  indents  in  the 
Codd  bottle  were  an  inherent  weakness.  It  was  said  by  the 
deffndants  that  fourteen  or  fiftsen  years  ago  they  had  made 
similar  bottles  to  the  Beavis  one  for  a  French  firm.  They  were 
not,  however,  able  to  produce  one  of  those  bottles. 

Mr.  George  White  K'ng.  of  Bristol,  and  Mr.  Dalgliesh,  of 
Dalgliesh  &  Sons,  Nottingham,  testified  in  the  witness-box  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Beavis  bottle.  For  the  defence,  evidence 
was  produced  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  had  been  anticipated 
by  a  patentee  named  Jones,  and  Mr.  Wilton  Brook,  secretary 
and  manager  of  the  defendant;  company,  maintained  that  his 
firm  had  manufactured  many  years  ago  for  a  French  firm  a 
bottle  which  was  substantially  the  same  as  the  Beavis. 

His  Lordship,  in  giving  judgment,  said  that  Jones  had 
anticipated  plaintiff,  as  he  bad  already  made  a  curved 
channel.  The  alteration  and  varying  of  the  indent  a  iittle 
further  up  appeared  to  him  no  difference  at  all.  His  Lord- 
ship did  not  think  that  plamtiff  had  shown  there  was  any 
advantage  in  cleaning  and  filling  in  the  Beavis  bottle,  there- 
fore his  judgrrent  was  that  plaintiff  failed,  and  the  action 
must  be  dismissed  with  costs. 

An  Oily  Dispute. 

The  first  case  at  the  Birmingham  Assizes,  which  opened  on 
December  11,  was  an  action  by  John  Brookes,  a  Kidder- 


996 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  16,  1899 


minster,  fishmonger,  against  W.  Sktlton  &  Co.,  oil-merchants 
and  drysalters,  Hay  Mills,  Birmingham,  for  damages  for 
breach  of  contract  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  45  gals, 
of  cottonseed  oil.  The  plaintiff  bought  a  barrel  of  the  oil 
from  defendants  for  the  purpose  of  frying  fish, in,  but  ths 
people  who  ate  the  fish  which  had  been  fried  ia  the  last 
batch  of  the  oil  were  taken  ill,  "  in  different  degrees,"  counsel 
explained.  On  being  analysed  the  oil  was  found  to  conta'n 
25  per  cent,  of  mineral  oil.  The  defence  was  that  the  oil, 
which  was  supplied  by  Messrs  Holmes,  of  Hull,  was  ex 
amined  before  it  lett  defendants'  premises,  and  was  found 
to  be  pure.  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and  fixed  the 
damages  at  102. 

Apothecaries  Act. 

Homoeopathic  Treatment. 

The  decision  in  the  case  of  alleged  medical  treatment  by  a 
homceopathist  named  Charles  S.  Spencer,  at  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  previously  reported  in  our  issue  of  December  2, 
p^ge  906,  was  given  at  Ashton  County  Court  on  December  7. 
Judge  Yate  Lee,  prior  to  delivering  judgment,  elicitei  that 
the  prosecution  would  be  satisfied  if  the  costs  of  the  case 
were  paid  by  the  defendant.  His  Honour  then  said  he 
thought  it  was  a  proper  case  for  the  Society  to  briBg 
forward,  but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  Mr.  Spencer 
had  done  nothing  which  was  morally  wrong.  Yet,  he  had 
rendered  himself  liable,  and  there  would  be  a  verdict  for 
ZQL  and  costs,  plaintiffs  assenting  to  waive  the  claim  for  20^ 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Magnesia. 

At  Malmesbury,  on  December  7,  Henry  Fry,  Minety,  was 
summoned  for  selling  magnesia  which  Dr.  Dyer  certified  was 
not  of  the  proper  quality.  The  Bench  thought  the  fault 
was  not  defendant's,  and  imposed  a  fiue  of  6d ,  and  9s.  costs. 

Olive  Oil. 

Albert  Corke,  drug-vendor,  Hawkhurtt,  was  fined  5s  and 
12s  costs,  at  Cranbrook  Petty  Sessions  on  December  7,  for 
selling  as  olive  oil  an  article  which  the  county  analyst 
certified  was  composed  entirely  of  cotton-seed  oil. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  Haddersfiell  Petty  Sessions  on  December  5,  Dennison 
Priestley,  grocer,  Golcar,  was  summoned  for  selling  syeet 
spirit  of  nitre  which  was  certified  by  the  public  analyst, 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Sheffield,  to  be  composed  of  ethyl  nitrite  0  53, 
alcohol  and  legitimate  water  99  47.  The  certificate  further 
stated  that 

The  sample  contains  little  more  than  two-  sevenths  of  the 
requisite  amount  of  ethyl  nitrite,  which  is  the  most  active  and 
characteristic  constituent  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  and  which  the  B.P. 
requires  to  be  present  in  a  proportion  of  not  less  than  If  per 
cent.,  even  after  the  preparation  has  been  kept  for  some  time, 
and  when  the  vessel  containing  it  has  been  occasionally  opened. 

Mr.  Reed,  for  the  defence,  at  once  objected  to  tbe  "  ob- 
servations" on  the  certificate  which,  he  said,  were  unautho- 
rised, but  he  was  overruled  by  the  Bench.  He  thereupon 
cross-examined  the  inspector  at  great  leDgthas  to  his  know- 
ledge of  the  drug,  and  afterwards  urged  that  ihere  had 
been  no  fraud,  and  if  his  client  had  been  guilty  cf  any 
offence  it  had  been  done  unwittingly.  Defendant  bad  kept 
the  drug  in  a  glass-stoppered  bottle  since  March  last,  and 
stored  it  in  a  warm  sunlighted  window.  It  was  likely  to 
have  greatly  deteriorated,  especially  if  the  stopper  had  been 
taken  out  to  supply  customers.  Another  defence  which  he 
set  up  was  that  the  wrong  person  had  been  summoned.  The 
sample  was  sold  to  the  inspector  by  Mrs.  Priestley,  and  she 
ought  to  have  been  summoned,  or,  failing  that,  it  should 
be  proved  that  the  defendant  must  have  had  guilty  know- 
ledge of  the  transaction. 

Tbe  inspector  said  he  could  not  reply  to  the  points  raised, 
and  a-ked  for  an  adjournment  in  order  that  he  might  have 
legal  assistance. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Bench  said  the  present  mind  of  the 
Magistrates  was  in  the  direction  of  dismissing  the  summons 
ir,  face  qf  the  point  raisgi  by  Mr-  Reed,  but  trie  case  was 


eventually  adjourned,  the  inspector  consenting  to  pay  one 
guinea  and  a  half  costs. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

The  adjourned  case  against  William  B.  Baynham,  chemist, 
Wokkg,  was  heard  at  Guildford  Petty  Sessions  on  Decem- 
ber 9  Defendant  was  accused  (s;e  C.  §  D,  Dacember  2, 
page  906)  of  selling  camphorated  oil  15  per  cent,  deficient 
in  camphor,  and  the  case  was  adjourned  for  the  attendance 
of  Dr.  StevensoD,  county  analjst,  to  speak  on  the  question 
of  evaporation.  Dr.  S it venson  now  depo  ed  tba1;  he  allowed 
0  4  per  cent,  for  evaporation;  but  the  deficiency  of  315 
could  not  have  occurred  without  great  carelessness  either  in 
weighing  or  heating.  Mr.  Baynham  pointed  out  that  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  in  a  number  of  preparations  gave 
definite  instructions  as  to  the  use  of  heat,  but  in  regard  to 
camphorated  cil  no  such  instructions  were  given.  Dr. 
Stevenson  said  the  use  of  a  little  gentle  beat  would  not, 
perhaps,  be  objectionable.  He  did  not  consider  it  a  serious 
case  of  adulteration.  The  Bench  acquitted  defendant  of  any 
intention  to  defraud,  and  inflicted  the  nominal  penaltv 
of  Is. 

At  Birmingham  Police  Court  on  December  8,  William  Curtis 
Miller,  chemist  and  druggist,  107  Hockley  Hill,  was  sum- 
moned for  selling  camphorated  oil  containing  only  87  per 
cent,  of  the  proper  amount  of  camphor.  The  defendant 
suggested  evaporation  as  the  probable  cause  of  the  deteriora- 
tion, and  was  fined  20s.  and  costs. 

Samuel  Partridge,  chemist  and  druggist,  37  Grange 
Road,  was  also  summoned  for  selling  camphorated  oil  which 
contained  only  87  per  cent,  of  the  proper  amount  of  camphor, 
and  which,  in  addition,  was  adulterated  with  50  per  cent, 
of  foreign  oil.  Mr.  Partridge,  in  the  course  of  his  evidence, 
said  he  himself  put  the  ingredients  together,  strictly  accord- 
ing to  British  Pharmacopoeia  requirements  the  night  before 
the  purchaser  of  the  sample  called.  The  camphor  had  not 
had  time  to  dissolve  properly.  He  bought  the  oil  with 
which  he  made  it  from  a  Mr.  Cox,  and  it  was  invoiced  as 
pure. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Bench,  it  was  stated  that 
it  did  not  appear  to  be  a  custom  of  the  trade  to  test  the 
material  bought.  Whereupon  one  of  the  Magistrates  asked 
if  the  defendant  ever  took  any  steps  to  ascertain  the 
nature  of  the  drugs  or  oils  he  purchased. 

Defendant  replied  :  No,  we  don't  profess  to  be  analytical. 
Olive  oil  is  a  difficult  oil  to  test,  the  operation  takes  so  loDg. 

The  Magistrate  said  surely  he  was  not  speaking  for  the 
chemists  of  the  city — it  seemed  such  an  incredible  thing ; 
but  defendant  said  he  believed  it  was  the  general  custom. 

John  Oox,  from  whom  defendant  bought  the  oil,  said  he 
purchased  it  from  a  Liverpool  firm,  and  the  invoice  (pro- 
duced) bore  the  words  "  a  cask  of  pure  olive  oil." 

The  Magistrate  said  the  sooner  the  custom  of  testing 
drugs  was  established  the  better  for  the  public,  and  a  fine  of 
40s.  and  costs  was  imposed. 

Emma  Evans,  54  Cattell  Road,  was  summoned  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  which  contained  only  one-fourth  of  tbe 
camphor  prescribed  by  the  B.P.  She  stated  that  she  had 
run  out  of  camphorated  oil,  and  had  made  up  a  little  her- 
self. She  put  it  up  in  a  4  oz.  bottle,  and  the  camphor 
remained  at  the  bottom  in  a  lump,  as  it  had  not  had  time  to 
dissolve.  She  had  not  a  qualified  man  looking  after  the  shop, 
which  was  a  small  one.  She  sold  drugs,  but  did  not  make 
up  prescriptions.  She  had  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  drugs 
to  make  up  these  mixtures,  as  she  bad  been  in  the  busi- 
ness all  her  life.    She  was  fined  20s.  and  costs. 

The  last  case  was  that  of  James  Steen  Harvey,  chemist  and 
droggist,  29  Arthur  Street,  and  he  was  charged  with  selling 
camphorated  oil  containmg  only  two-thirds  of  the  necessary 
camphor.  His  excuse  also  was  that  the  camphor  had  tot 
had  time  to  dissolve,  and  a  fine  of  40s.  and  costs  was  im- 
posed. 

Milk  of  Sulphur. 
At  Skipton  Petty  Sessions  on  December  9  Samuel  DeaD, 
manager  for  the  Coconley  Co-operative  Society's  shop  at 
Cononley,  near  Skipton,  was  summoned  for  t>elliog  m'lk  of 
sulphur  which,  on  analysis,  was  found  to  contain  34  per 
cept.  of  sulphur  and  66  percent  hydrated  calcium  sulphate. 
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The  drug,  said  the  inspector,  was  used  in  the  case  of 
children  for  blood-purification,  and  so  large  an  adulteration 
would  result  in  an  opposite  effect  to  that  contemplated. 

The  defendant  asked  if  there  had  been  any  change  in  the 
formula  within  the  last  j ear  or  two,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Bench  told  him  that  if  he  dealt  in  these  things  he  ought 
to  know  his  business. 

The  defendant  said  the  firm  from  whom  the  milk  of  sul- 
phur had  been  purchased  had  put  on  their  weekly  price-list 
some  time  ago  that  all  milk  of  sulphur  purchased  prior  to 
November,  1898,  must  be  destroyed.  The  society  bad  done 
so.  They  bought  4  lbs.  invoiced  on  February  13  last— three 
months  after  the  date  specified — which  was  warranted  to  be 
according  to  the  B.  P.  The  sample  under  consideration 
was  taken  from  the  February  consignment. 

The  Chairman  said  it  appeared  to  be  a  rather  bad  case, 
but  whether  it  was  wilful  or  not  he  could  not  say.  A  fine 
of  20s.  and  costs  was  imposed. 

A  similar  case  was  heard  on  December  8  at  Keighley, 
West  Riding,  Court,  Walter  Wilson,  manager  of  the 
Sutton  Co-operative  Society  being  summoned  for  selling 
milk  of  sulphur  which  contained  42  per  cent,  of  sulphur 
and  58  per  cent,  hydrated  calcium  sulphate.  The  Bench  did 
not  think  there  had  been  any  wilful  neglect,  but  whoever 
kept  such  articles  must  keep  them  up  to  the  required 
standard.    A  fine  of  2s.  Qd.  and  costs  was  imposed, 

Merchandise=marks  Act. 

Aerated -water  Bottles. 

In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  December  12,  Joseph 
Dunn,  mineral-water  manufacturer,  2  Greenhead  Street, 
Glasgow,  raised  an  action  against  the  Anchor  Mineral- 
water  Company,  18  Tylefield  Street,  Glasgow,  for  interdict, 
alleging  that  defendants  supply  mineral  waters  in  bottles 
impressed  with  complainer's  name  and  trade-mark.  A  similar 
action  has  been  brought  by  Andrew  G  Barr  &  Co  ,  aerated- 
water  manufacturers,  184  Great  Eastern  Road,  Glasgow, 
against  the  Anchor  Mineral- water  Company  In  both  actions 
defendants  deny  that  they  have  illegally  used  the  bottles. 

A  Perth  Business  =  dispute. 

In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  December  12,  the 
record  was  closed  in  an  action  brought  before  Lord  Low  at 
the  instance  of  James  Jameson  Donald,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Perth,  against  John  Martin  Donald,  aerated-water  manufac- 
turer there,  and  also  against  the  trustees  of  the  late  David 
Donald,  chemist  and  druggist,  Perth.  Pursuer  seeks  to  have 
it  declared  that  he  and  J.  Martin  Donald  are  equally 
interested  in  the  firm  of  Reid  &  Donald,  as  formerly  carried 
on  by  their  brother,  David  Donald,  including  the  aerated- 
water  business  acd  the  capital  belonging  thereto,  and  that 
the  defender  is  bound  to  account  for  his  intromissions  with 
that  business,  and  to  enter  into  a  formal  deed  of  partner- 
ship. Alternatively,  pursuer  seeks  payment  of  2.000Z.  In 
his  statement  of  facts  pursuer  says  that  his  late  brother 
David  by  his  will  lett  absolutely  to  him  his  business 
of  Rtil  &  Donald  and  the  premises  in  which  it  was 
carried  on,  exclusive  of  his  aerated-water  business  and 
premises;  and  that  by  a  codicil  he  left  that  part  of  the 
business  and  the  property  to  his  brother  John.  David 
died  on  November  27,  1897,  and  on  December  1  following 
pursuer  and  defender  entered  into  a  partnership  agree- 
ment to  carry  on  the  businesses  of  chemists  and  druggists 
and  aerated-water  manufacturers  at  29  George  Street  and 
Gaorge  Inn  Lane,  Perth,  under  the  firm  of  Reid  & 
Donald  as  formerly.  The  agreement  was  to  continue  for 
twenty  years.  Pursuer  fays  that  hi3  brother  has  recently 
taken  exclusive  possession  of  the  aerated- water  factory,  and 
refused  pursuer  admission.  In  furtherance  of  his  object 
punuer  says  defender  has  changed  thfl  locks  of  which  he 
had  a  key,  that  he  has  intimated  to  the  bank  not  to  cash 
cheques  on  the  firm's  account  signed  by  pursuer,  and  that 
he  has  invested  2.000Z  of  the  firm's  funds  in  his  own  name, 
and  maintains  that  the  business  bi-longs  entirely  to  himself 
The  defender  in  his  answers  states  that  the  agreement  pro- 
ceeded on  is  not  binding  on  him,  because  it  was  entered  into 
under  essential  error  and  op  false  representations.  He  says  the 


late  David  Donald  employed  pursuer  in  the  chemist  business, 
and  the  defender  in  the  aerated-water  business  and  that  the 
latter  was  the  more  valuable.  After  the  death  of  his 
brother  he  was  much  affected  thereby,  and  he  says 
that  was  taken  advantage  of,  and  it  was  represented  to  him 
that  the  codicil  was  not  worth  the  paper  it  was  written  on, 
and  that  he  was  entitled  to  only  1  000Z.  He  was  thus  induced 
to  part  with  very  valuable  lights  for  a  grossly  inadequate 
consideration.  He  says  he  has  not  receive  1  any  of  the  profits 
of  the  chemist  business,  but  he  has  kept  regular  books  of 
the  aerated- water  business.  The  pursuer,  he  avers,  has 
interfered  with  the  aerated-water  business,  has  drawn  H001. 
from  it,  and  has  taken  to  intercepting  letters  with 
orders  and  remittances.  He  avers  that  pursuer  is  not  a 
partner  in  that  part  of  the  business,  and  maintains  that  he 
has  intromitted  only  with  the  business  bequeathed  to 
him  by  bis  brother  David,  and  has  not  interfered  with  that 
part  of  the  business  bequeathed  to  the  pursuer.  The  case 
will  be  debated  on  the  procedure  roll. 

Weights  and  Measures  Acts. 

A  Deficient  Quart  Measure. 

At  Leicester  on  December  6,  Mr.  Sidney  B.  White,  chemist, 
Leicester,  was  summoned  for  having  in  his  shop  at  Syston 
a  quart  measure  which  was  10  dr.  deficient.  Defendant 
pleaded  guilty,  and  explained  that  through  an  oversight  on 
the  part  of  his  manager  the  vessel  had  not  been  recently 
tested.    A  fine  of  24s.,  inclusive  of  costs,  was  imposed. 

County  Court  Cases. 

Delivery  op  Goods. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Decembsr  8,  before  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr,  Messrs.  Hollingshurst  &  Co.,  chemical- 
merchants,  127  Fenchurch  Street,  EC,  brought  an  action 
against  Messrs.  Smiths  &  Co.,  7  Eastcheap,  to  recover 
3/  7s.  6d.  for  casks  of  carboline  supplied.  Mr  Besant,  plain- 
tiffs' solicitor,  said  that  the  carboline  had  been  sent  at  the 
defendants' request  to  Middiesborough,  where  they  now  were. 
The  defence  was  that  the  goods  had  not  been  delivered  in 
time.  Mr.  Besant  said  that  under  section  18  of  the  Sale  of 
Goods  Act,  the  contract  being  for  the  sale  of  specific  goods 
in  a  deliverable  state,  the  property  in  them  passed  to  the 
defendant  directly  the  contract  was  made.  The  defendant 
Mr.  Smith  said  the  goods  were  to  have  been  sent  by  steamer 
from  Middiesborough,  and,  as  they  did  not  catch  the  steamer, 
he  lost  his  profit. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  the  defendants  were  still 
possessed  of  the  goods,  which  were  worth  the  same  as  they 
were  originally.  He  must  find  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the 
sum  claimed,  and  the  defendants  could  bring  an  action  if 
they  could  prove  that  they  had  sustained  any  damage  by 
loss  of  profit  or  otherwise. 

A  Running-down  Case. 

At  Birmingham  County  Court  on  December  8,  Charles 
Winkett,  jun.,  brought  an  action  against  Messrs.  Southall 
Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited)  to  recover  40/.  damages,  the 
value  of  a  horse  which  had  to  be  slaughtered  owing  to 
injuries  sustained,  as  plaintiff  alleged,  through  the  negligent 
driving  of  an  employe  of  the  defendants.  Plaintiff  alleged 
that  a  mineral-water  waggon  belonging  to  the  defendants 
ran  foul  of  his  cab,  and  the  waggon  struck  his  horse, 
which  fell  with  one  of  its  legs  under  the  wheel  of  the 
waggon.  The  leg  was  broken,  and  the  animal  had  to  be 
slaughtered.  The  case  for  defendants  was  that  there  was 
plenty  of  room  for  their  waggon  to  pass,  but  the  cab-horse 
plunged,  and  fell  with  its  leg  under  the  mineral-water 
waggon  wheel.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
for  201.,  and  judgment  was  given  for  that  amount. 

A  Nerve-tonic. 

At  Salford  County  Court  last  week  Frank  Holt,  Harpurhey, 
sought  to  recover  12s.  6d  for  a  bottle  of  "nerve-tonic''  sup- 
plied to  the  defendant,  Mr.  J.  B.  Fodtn,  a  member  of  the 
Saltord  Borough  Council.  Plaintiff  said  the  defen- 
dant ordered  ^gallon  of  "his  nerve-tonic."  He  sent  the 
tonic,  but  when  he  applied  for  payment  the  defendant 
threatened  to  kick  hirn  out  of  the  house.    The  defendant's 
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version  was  that  when  goiDg  on  the  Exchange  one  day 
plaintiff,  whom  he  did  not  know,  accosted  him  by  name  and 
said  he  was  Dr.  Holt,  of  Soutbport,  on  a  visit  to  Manchester 
with  his  celebrated  nerve-tonic.  Defendant  replied  that  he 
did  not  want  any  tonic;  but  plaintiff  insisted  on  sending 
him  some,  and  he  wrote  to  plaintiff  telling  him  that  it  was 
lyiDg  there  at  his  risk.  He  had  had  the  "  tonic  "  analysed, 
and  handed  the  rep ult  of  the  analysis  to  Judge  Parry,  who 
said  it  appeared  from  the  analysis  that  the  tonic  contained 
98  per  cent,  of  water,  and  the  analyst  put  the  value  of  the 
mixture  down  at  a  penny  per  gallon.  Continuing,  the 
Judge  said  plaintiff  would  have  to  satisfy  him  that  be 
was  not  tning  to  obtam  money  by  fabe  pretences.  Why, 
he  asked,  do  you  call  yourself  "Dr."?  Have  yon  any 
degree  ? 

The  plaintiff :  I  have  no  degree.  I  was  christened 
"  Doctor." 

In  giving  judgment  his  Honour  said  the  p'laintiff  described 
himself  a9  "  Dr.,"  and  had  said  he  was  christened  "  Doctor," 
but  he  put  it  in  a  manner  that  was  unfair  to  the  public, 
because  it  suggested  to  them  that  he  was  a  doctor  of  medi- 
cine when  he  was  nothing  of  the  sort.  Of  course  he  had  as 
perfect  a  right  as  anybody  else  to  sell  "nervine  tonic,"  but 
he  must  sell  it  fairly.  He  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant, 
with  costs  upon  the  middle  scale. 

"Prompt  Cash." 

At  Southwark  County  Court  on  December  11,  Messr?. 
J.  M.  Smith  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Southwark, 
sued  W.  &  A.  Sparrow  &  Co.,  Jeffrey's  Square,  St.  Mary 
Axe,  E.C.,  to  recov.r  payment  for  disinfecting-powder 
supplied.  Defendants  wrote  to  p'aintiffs  asking  for  quotations 
for  supplying  a  certain  quantity  of  disinfecting-powde*. 
Plaintiffs  sent  their  usual  terms,  which  included  the  ordinary 
trade  discount  of  20  per  cent.  Defendants  sent  an  order  for 
a  sample,  adding  on  the  order-form  that  they  were  to  be 
allowed  5  per  cent,  for  prompt  cash.  Plaintiffs  supplied  the 
powder  on  the  terms  they  had  quoted,  and  an  invoice  was 
sent  accordingly.  Nothing  was  heard  from  the  defendants 
until  two  months  afterwards,  when  they  forwarded  payment 
of  the  account,  less  5  per  cent,  deducted  for  "prompt  cash." 
This  was  refused  by  the  plaintiffs,  who  returned  the  cheque. 
Plaintiffs  contended  that  the  invoice  was  a  proof  that  they 
had  not  accepted  dtfendants'  terms,  and  that,  even  if  the 
plaintiffs  did  allow  5  per  cent,  for  "  prompt  cash,"  defendants 
would  not  be  entitled  to  it  unless  they  paid  within  fourteen 
dajs.  His  Honour  (Judge  Addison,  Q  C.)  said  the  fact  that 
plaintiffs  had  accepted  tbe  defendants'  order  with  the  addi- 
tional terms  thereon  showed  that  they  agreed  to  those 
terms.  An  order,  and  Dot  a  quotation,  was  the  basis  to  go 
upon  in  making  out  an  account.  Consequently  the  plaintiffs 
failed  on  that  point.  As  to  the  other,  his  notion  of  "  prompt 
cash"  was  payment  about  the  day  following  delivery. 
Evidence  was  given  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  that  "  prompt 
cash  "  in  the  trade  meant  payment  on  or  before  delivery  of 
goods,  or  at  mo9t  within  fourteen  days  of  delivery.  His 
Honour  then  held  that^defendants  bad  not  paid  "prom pv, 
cash"  within  the  proper  meaning  of  that  term,  but  as  they 
had  paid  into  court  all  but  2s.,  there  would  be  judgment  for 
the  plaintiffs  for  that  amount  only,  without  costs. 

Smelt  like  a  Public  house. 
At  Newton  Abbot  County  Court  on  December  8.  Mrs.  G. 
Townley  Parker,  Dawlish,  claimed  33/.  odd,  damages,  from 
Mrs.  S.  J.  Holden,  also  of  Dawlish,  for  alleged  breach  of  an 
agreement  in  the  renting  of  a  house.  Plaintiff  complained, 
among  other  things,  that  when  af  rer  the  letting  of  her  fur- 
nished house  to  the  defendant  she  retook  the  premises  there 
was  a  very  disagreeable  smell  in  the  best  bedroom.  This 
room  had  been  occupied  by  Mrs.  Holden,  who  suffered  from 
asthma,  for  the  relief  of  which  she  smoked  stramonium. 
The  smell  permeated  everything  in  the  bedroom,  and  could 
not  be  got  rid  of.  Mr.  Cutcliffe,  chemist,  Dawlish,  was  called 
in,  and  as  a  result  of  his  advice  all  the  carpets,' bedding,  &c, 
were  removed.  E?en  then  the  smell  was  most  objection- 
able ;  it  was  just  "  like  the  smell  of  a  public-house  first 
thing  in  the  morning."  To  completely  eradicate  the  smell  it 
was  necessary  to  repaper  and  recolour  the  room,  at  a  cost  of 
201.,  which  Mrs.  Holden  was  asked  to  pay.  On  behalf  of 
Mrs.  Holden  it  was  stated  that  stramonium  was  burnt  in  the 
bedroom  in  a  saucer,  but  the  room  was  ventilated  every 


morning.  The  smell  was  attributed  to  the  closing  of  the 
room  by  the  agent  at  the  end  of  M  s.  Holden's  tenancy. 
Tbe  Judge  said  it  was  a  pity  the  ladies  could  not  a»ree,  and 
gave  a  veidict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Not  Able  to  Pay. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  December  7,  a  medical 
man  named  Jenkins,  practising  at  Southampton  Stieet.  W.O., 
applied  for  the  teduction  of  an  order  made  against  him  in 
respect  of  a  quantity  of  drogs  supplied  by  Messrs.  Corbyn, 
Stacey  &  Co  The  applicant  said  he  was  quite  utable  to  pay 
8/.  down  as  ordered,  but  was  willing  to  pay  by  instalments  of 
11.  a  month,  and  a  new  order  in  those  terms  was  made. 

Oil  of  Vitriol  as  a  Likiment. 

At  the  Blanr'ford  County  Court  on  December  12,  James 
Hayter,  fishmonger,  Childe  Okeford,  sued  Richard  H. 
Groves,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Blandford,  for£0£,  in  respect 
to  damages  sustained  through  the  negligence  of  the  defen- 
dant or  one  of  his  assistants. 

Plaintiff  stated  that  last  April  he  met  Dr.  Carms's  dis- 
penser (Mr.  Wallace)  and  told  him  that  he  suffered  from 
rheumatics,  whereupon  Mr.  Wallace  wrote  something  on  a 
piece  of  envelope,  telling  him  it  was  stuff  to  rub  in  a*  a 
liniment.  This  piecs  of  paper  and  a  bottle  he  sent  to  Mr. 
Groves's  shop  at  B'andford,  by  a  carrier  named  Savory,  and 
got  in  return  a  bottle  of  stnff,  which  burned  a  hole  in  his 
wife's  hand  and  blistered  his  foot  so  much  that  he  had  to 
be  attended  by  a  doctor  for  a  month  afterwards.  The  bottle 
sent  back  was,  he  said,  not  the  same  as  he  had  sent,  and  the 
prescription  was  net  returned  at  all.  He  asked  Savory  to 
call  at  Mr.  Groves's  shop  for  the  piece  of  paper,  which  he  did, 
but  it  co  •  Id  no1;  be  found.  If  instead  of  a  white  label  on 
the  bottle  there  had  been  a  red  one  he  should  have  thought 
it  was  dangerous  stuff,  but,  as  he  had  received  many  lotions 
and  liniments  frcm  Mr.  Groves,  he  did  not  take  any  notice 
of  the  label. 

Mr.  Alex.  Wallace  remembered  plaintiff  telling  him  about 
his  rheumatism,  and  witness  recommended  him  two  things 
— oil  of  mustard  and  oil  of  cabbage.  One  of  there  he 
wrote,  at  plaintiff's  request,  on  a  piece  of  paper,  but  he 
did  not  know  which.  He  certainly  did  not  wri'e  "oil  of 
vitriol." 

His  Honour  (Judge  Philbrick,  Q.C.):  What  is  "oil  of 
cabbage " ? 

Mr.  Trevor  Davies  (for  tbe  defendant):  There  is  no  such 
stuff.    It  does  do  j  occur  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Edward  Savory,  carrier,  deposed  that  he  took  the  piece  of 
paper  and  the  bottle  as  given  him  by  Hayter  to  defendant's 
shop,  and  delivered  them  to  the  young  man  behind  the 
counter.  He  did  not  read  what  was  written  on  the  paper, 
and  he  was  quite  sure  that  he  did  not  ask  the  assistant  for  "oil 
of  vitriol."  He  admitted  having  made  mistakes  by  leaving 
the  wrong  orders  at  Mr.  Groves's. 

For  the  defence  it  was  contended  that  the  carrier  was  the 
innocent  cause  of  the  mistake.'  It  was- suggested  that  he 
lost  the  bottle  and  paper  received  from  Hayter,  and,  having 
seen  "oil  of  something"  on  the  paper,  went  to  the  chemist's 
shop  and  asked  for  "  oil  of  vitriol."  In  support  of  this  con- 
tention, Arthur  Henry  Taylor,  an  apprentice  in  the  employ 
of  defendant,  stated  that  Savory  asked  him  for  oil  of 
vitriol.  Witness  referred  to  the  manager,  who  told  him  the 
price.  He  filled  the  bottle  which  Savory  brought,  labelled 
and  wrapped  it.  This  statement  was  borne  out  by  George 
Dolton  Courtenay,  chemist  and  druggist,  the  manager  of  tbe 
establishment.  He  had  a  perfect  remembrance  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, but  saw  no  paper,  and  there  was  no  order  either 
on  tbe  file  or  in  the  prescription-book.  Mr.  Groves  himself 
also  gave  evidence,  but;  as  he  was  not  in  the  shop  when  the 
incident  occurred  could  not  add  anything  of  material  ad- 
vantage. 

His  Honour,  in  summing  up,  said  the  negligence  imputed 
to  the  defendant  was  of  a  serious  character.  It  was  true 
that  the  bottle  was  labelled  "  Oil  of  Vitriol  "  in  large  letters 
and  "  Poison  "  in  larger  letters,  but  they  had  got  so  accus- 
tomed of  late  years  to  see  red  labels  on  bottles  containing 
poisons  that  this  white  label  was  not  noticed  by  the  plaintiff. 

The  jury,  after  a  short  deliberation,  gave  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant— a  verdict  with  which  his  Honour  remarked 
that  he  thoroughly  agreed. 
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mew  Companiee  &  Company  mews. 


Innes  &  Co.  (Limited)  —Capital  25  QOOL,  in  101.  shares. 
To  marjufacture  and  deal  in  "  Innes'  Patent  Metallic  Zinc 
Powder,"  oils,  antifoulieg  compositions,  Scz.  The  first 
directors  are  F.  E  Hagerup,  H.  Samman,  VV.  H.  Cockline 
(chairman),  and  K.  Innes.  Qualification  EQl.  Remuneration 
25Z.  each  per  annum. 

Electrolytic  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — We  are 
informed  that  btters  of  allotment  have  been  posted. 

Pabke's  Drug  Stoees  (Limited).— The  annual  report 
and  balance- sheet  of  this  ccmpany  tor  the  fifteen  months 
ending  September  30  have  been  issued,  and  were  presented 
to  the  shareholders  at  the  annual  meeting,  held  at  Win- 
chester House,  Old  Broad  Street,  E  C,  on  December  14. 
The  report  states  that  the  company  now  own  twenty-three 
shops.  The  sales  duiiDg  the  past  fifteen  months  have  been 
well  maintained,  but  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  new 
businesses  and  severe  competition»in  prices  the  net  profits 
have  suffered.  The  amount  for  depreciation  of  leases  has 
been  met  out  of  the  revenue,  as  well  as  Till  5s.  8d.  spent  on 
repairs  and  renewals.  A  sum  of  l.OOOZ.  paid  by  holders  of 
deferred  shares  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  reserve 
funds,  which  now  amount  to  5  477Z.  The  net  balance  for  the 
fifteen  months  amounts  to  4,027?.,  out  of  which  have  been 
paid  dividends  and  preference  shares  for  the  full  fifteen 
months,  amounting  to  1  830Z ,  including  quarterly  dividend 
paid  on  October  20.  The  directors  recommend  a  final 
dividend  of  fl§  percent  .free  of  income-tax,  upon  the  ordinary 
share?,  making  7J  per  cent,  paid  on  this  class  of  shares  since 
the  last  reporf,  beiner  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 
This  will  lequire  1,130 Z.  and  will  leave  a  balance  of  425Z.  to 
be  cariied  forward.  The  profit-and  loss  account  shows  that 
the  profit  on  the  trading  duriner  the  fifteen  months,  less  work- 
ing-expenses, amounted  to  5,965?.  This  with  the  interest  on 
investments  and  a  small  balance  from  1898  brings  the  total 
up  to  6,477/.  The  expenses  of  management,  including 
directors'fees,  were2  450?  In  the  balance-sheet  the  liabilities 
include  10,265?.  for  sundry  creditors,  and  in  the  assets  sundry 
debtors  are  put  down  at  1  458? ,  stock-in-trade  at  22  850?., 
and  plant,  fixtures  and  fittings  for  head  office  and  branches 
24,394?  Daring  the  fifteen  months  711?  has  been  written  off 
in  respect  of  repairs  and  renewals,  and  600?.  has  been  added 
to  the  depreciat'on  account. 

Mr.  Warnford  Davis  (Chairman),  in  moving  the  adoption 
of  the  report,  commented  upon  the  closing  of  the  Kensington 
business,  and  various  items  in  the  accounts,  especially 
explaining  that  the  whole  of  the  preliminary  expenses 
would  be  wiped  off  by  next  year,  and  twenty  shops  would  be 
free  from  debt.  He  proceeded  to  enlarge  on  the  question  of 
the  cutting  of  prices  during  the  past  year.  Rival  traders  got 
frightened,  he  said,  when  they  heard  that  Parke's  was  going 
to  open  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  immediately  put  down 
their  prices  with  the  object  of  cutting  the  ground  from  Parke's 
feet.  He  considered  such  competition  absurd.  As  to  the  future 
of  the  company,  he  said  that  next  year  they  hoped  to  pay 
as  large  a  dividend  as  this  year,  and  in  19Q1  a  larger.  Next 
vear  two  new  shops  would  perhaps  be  opened, with  the 
KensiDgton  fittiDgs  ;  then  they  would  rest  for  a  bit. 

Mr.  Currie  did  not  think  the  purchase  of  the  Chelmsford 
business  an  advantage.  The  customers  who  patronised  the 
mm  who  owned  such  a  business  were  not  likely  to  give 
their  custom  to  a  firm  like  Parke's,  there  being  still  a 
material  prfjadica  against  store-trading  by  old-fashioned 
people. 

The  Chairman  having  replied,  the  report  and  balance- 
fhee1,  were  adopted,  and  25?.  voted  to  the  Telegraph  Widows 
Fund.  Mr.  John  Lorimer  and  Mr.  A.  Chatto  were  re-elected 
directors. 

Chemists'  Aerated  and  Mineral  Waters  Associa- 
tion (Limited). — A  meetiDg  of  the  shareholders  of  this 
company  will  be  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  162  Fleet  Street, 
E  C,  on  December  19,  for  the  purpose  of  approving  the 
report  and  balance-sheet  and  also  of  considering  the  recon- 
struction of  the  company.  Propositions  will  be  put  forward 
by  the  directors  that  a  new  company  bs  formed,  of  the  name 


of  "Oamwal"  (Limited);  that  the  capital  be  increased  from 
50,000?  to  250  000Z  ;  and  that  82  968  ordinary  shares,  50  000 
5  per  cert,  cumulative  preference  shares,  and  35  000  4^  per 
cent,  debentures  be  issued.  Each  shareholder  in  the  old 
company  will  be  given  in  exchange  for  his  share  two  ordinaiy 
fully-paid  shares  in  the  new  company,  together  with  half  of 
a  5  per  cent,  cumulative  preference  share  Where  an  old 
share  is  held  a  certificate  will  be  given  entitling  the  holder 
to  a  half  preference  share,  two  of  which  will  represent  a  fully- 
paid-up  share  In  addition  to  increasing  the  capital  the 
directors  propose  to  exfend  the  powers  of  the  company 
to  enable  additional  factories  or  depots  to  be  opened, 
and  also  to  undertake  the  agency  for  the  distribution  of 
foreign  waters,  &c.  At  present  the  Association  can  only  supply 
chemists  who  are  shareholders,  and  hotpitals.  It  is  proposed 
that  "Camwal"  (Limited)  shall  supply  chemists,  hospitals, 
public  insiitutions,  hotels,  &c  ,  but  "the  retail  syphon-trade 
in  'Camwal'  waters  will  be  thoroughly  protected  to  the 
chemists,  as  no  wine- mere  riant,  grocer,  or  other  such  retailer 
can  be  supplied."  Should  any  chemist  be  in  a  position 
to  secure  the  mineral-water  trade  of  public  institutions, 
&c,  and  be  disinclined  to  bear  the  outlay  necessary  for 
the  supply,  the  new  company  will  take  over  all  risks  and 
expenses  and  allow  a  certain  percentage  on  the  trade  done  to 
the  chemist  introducing  the  business.  Under  the  recon- 
struction the  directors  hope  to  get  a  Stock  Exchange 
quotation  for  the  shares.  The  new  company  will  take  over 
the  old  company  with  all  liabilities  and  assets  as  from 
September  30,  and  there  will  be  no  change  whatever  in  the 
management.  After  the  payment  of  dividend,  bonus,  income- 
tax,  and  bonuses  to  emplojes  it  is  expected  that  the  balance, 
when  added  to  the  reserve  of  369Z.,  will  be  more  than  sufficient 
to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  reconstruction.  The  annual 
report  and  balance-sheet  for  the  past  year  show  that  there 
has  been  a  continued  ir  crease  in  the  number  of  members, 
in  the  amount  of  sales,  and  in  the  profits.  There  has  been 
during  the  year  an  increase  of  294  shareholders,  bringing 
the  total  up  to  4,849.  The  directors  recommend  that  a 
dividend  of  10  per  cent  and  a  bonus  of  5  per  cent.,  free  of 
income-tax,  be  paid.  The  gross  profit,  after  deducting 
depreciation,  is  stated  at  19  438?,  and  the  net  balance,  after 
deducting  all  expenses,  is  7  7 16?  Sundry  creditors  are  stated 
at,  7, 963Z ,  and  reserve  account  stands  at  25,939?.  Amongst 
the  assets,  property  and  plant,  and  improvements  are  put  at 
33  511?. ;  tablets,  giant  syphons.  &c  ,  5  036?,  syphons,  hot'les 
and  cases,  &c,  in  stock  29,110?.,  stock  in-trade  2  455?., 
balance  due  from  customers,  including  syphons  on  loan, 
amounts  to  37.803?.    Sundry  debtors  rank  at  89?. 


£be  Spectacle^mafters'  Company 


THE  passlUfc  of  the  November  examination  shows  that  of 
the  ninety-seven  candida*es  who  actually  presented 
themselves  for  examination  sixty-two  passed— a  percentage 
of  60  Among  the  candidal  there  were  sixteen  chemis's, 
of  whom  fourteen  passed—  a  percentage  of  87  5.  The  folbw- 
ing  is  a  list  of  the  successful  chemists  : — 

Mr.  C.  S.  Addison,  6  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cockle,  39  High  Street,  King's  Lynn. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emerson,  25  High  Street,  Hitlstead,  Essex. 

Mr.  D.  Evans,  1  Church  Street,  Rhos  Ruabon. 

Mr.  P.  J.  D.  Fielding,  80  Patrick  Street,  Cork. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Fox,  6  Albion  Street,  Cleckheaton,  Yorks. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Cowans,  Edzell,  Brechin,  N.B. 

Mr.  U.  H.  Craves,  3  Market  Place,  Blandford. 

Mr.  P.  C.  Long,  35  Otley  Road,  Headingley,  Leeds. 

Mr.  T.  Mackenzie,  F.C.S.,  Church  Street,  Inverness. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Martin,  Market  Place,  Helstone,  Cornwall. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Rodriquez,  75  Dalhousie  Street,  Rangoon,  Bunnah. 

Mr.  W.  Thomson,  17  Almeida  Street,  N. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Wright,  14  Commercial  Street,  Leeds. 

There  are,  we  understand,  five  candidates  for  the  two 
vacancies  on  the  Optical  Committee,  so  that  an  election  is 
inevitable.  Fellows  of  the  Company  will  receive  intimation 
of  the  election,  which  will  take  place  by  post. 


Among  the  exhibits  at  the  Paris  Exhibition  will  be  a 
representative  collection  of  ca-dimoms  and  cocDa  from 
Ceylon, 
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Correspondence, 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  hut  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters 
Notice  to  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  authen- 
dents SI>0n"  ticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  section  to  which 
hey  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Cimw&l  (Limited). 

Sir, — Referring  to  the  letter  of  information  respecting  the 
reasons  for  the  reconstruction  of  this  company,  I  note  that 
ib  is  proposed  to  supply  (inter  alia)  "  hotels,  &c." 

Permit  me  to  point  out  that  in  doing  this  the  directors 
will  be  opening  up  a  class  of  trade  which  is  bound,  in  the 
result,  to  be  injurious  to  chemists,  and  that  the  term  "  &c." 
is  so  delightfully  vague  and  comprehensive  that  there  is 
probably  more  extension  contemplated  than  meets  the  ej  e. 
What  is  an  hotel  in  the  estimation  of  the  directors  ?  I  know 
some  dignified  by  tbat  name  which  are  mere  dram-shops. 
Is  it  contemplated  to  allow  such  places  to  enter  into 
competition  with  us?  I  know  also  that  many  hotel  (I) 
proprietors  in  rural  districts  go  out  cadging  for  orders,  and 
the  prospect  of  seeing  my  syphon-trade,  which  has  been 
carefully  built  up,  swept  into  the  omnivorous  net  of  these 
gentlemen  is  not  reassuring.  As  a  shareholder  unable  to 
attend  the  meeting  on  December  19  I  protest  against  this 
perversion  of  the  aims  of  the  company,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  those  present  will  insist,  if  not  upon  the  exclusion  of 
hotels  entirely,  at  any  rate  upon  some  very  stringant  defini- 
tion of  the  term,  and  will  further  insist  upon  the  exclusion 
of  all  such  vague  generalities  as  "  &c."  from  the  articles  of 
assocation.  I  am,  yours  truly, 

Easiogwold,  Fbancis  E.  Rookledse. 

December  12. 

Sir, — As  Mr.  Rookledge  has  courbeously  sent  me  a  copy  of 
a  letter  which  he  has  addressed  to  jou,  I  shall  be  glad  if  you 
will  allow  me  to  say  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
directors  to  supply  "  Camwal  "  syphons  to  retailers  in  com- 
petition with  chemists  or  to  anybody  (excepting  chemists) 
who  sends  out  waters  to  the  public. 

Yours  faithfully, 
London,  December  13.  H.  T.  Butler, 

Secretary  to  "  Camwal." 

[We  gladly  print  Mr.  Butler's  note,  especially  as  a  report  from 
Dewsbury  indicates  that  the  company  will  supply  any  shareholder. 
Wo  believe  there  will  ba  general  regret  throughout  the  drug- 
trade  that  the  directors  of  "  Camwal  "  have  resolved  to  depart  from 
the  strictly  pharmaceutical  lines  upon  which  the  company  has 
hitherto  been  worked,  and  which  have  been  so  successful  that  it  now 
numbers  nearly  five  thousand  members,  or  about  half  of  the  retail 
drug-trade  of  Great  Britain.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  guarantee 
as  to  exclusive  supply  to  chemists  is  limited  to  syphons,  the  words 
of  the  circular  being  "  the  retail  syphon-trade  in  '  Camwal ' 
waters  will  be  thoroughly  protected  to  the  chemists,  as  no  wine- 
merchant,  grocer,  or  other  such  retailer  can  be  supplied." — Ed.] 

The  Birth  of  the  Bovril  Bullock. 

Sie, — We  notice  a  letter  in  your  issue  of  December  9,  in 
which  an  artist  signing  himself  "  J  C."  seeks  to  claim  some 
share  of  the  congratulations  your  good  selves  and  others 
have  been  lately  showering  upon  us  on  the  success  of  our 
poster  "Alas  !  my  poor  brother." 

Your  correspondent  in  fact  suggests  tbat  the  picture  you 
print  inspired  the  poster  we  are  now  using.  I  think  tbat  if 
jour  readers  will  place  the  two  side  by  side,  they  will  at 
once  see  the  absurdity  of  his  claim  ;  but,  if  it  is  any  satis- 
faction to  him,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  our  assurance 
that  the  idea  referred  to  was  never  in  any  way  communicated 
by  us  to  the  firm  of  printers  whose  artist  produced  the 
potter. 

We  can,  however,  go  further  than  that— your  correspon- 
dent claims  tbat  on  July  31,  1897,  he  su'omitbed  the  idea  to 
you.  We  take  it  the  point  of  similarity  is  simply  the  concan 
tration  of  the  ox  in  a  bottle  of  boviil. 

Well;  in  January  1896,  the  subjoined  picture  was  freely 


used  by  us  and  commented  on  by  the  journal  Fame,  in  their 
issue  of  February,  1896,  in  the  following  words  : — 

What  a  number  of  neat  and  often  really  clever  advertisements 
Bovril  (Limited)  have  got  out.  ...  A  recent  example  (that  of 
the  lady  apostrophising  Bovril  in  a  Byron  stanza)  is  singularly 
pretty. 

If  there  is  any  similarity  of  thought  between  our  picture, 
"Alas!  my  poor  brother,"  and  your  correspondent'*,  there 
is  the  same  between  the  latter  and  our  picture  enclosed  ; 
and  we  might  equally  claim  that,  in  competing  for  your 
prize,  Mr.  "  J.  C."  had  borrowed  a  thought  from  our  design, 
"  Shrine  of  the  Mighty."  We  enclose  also  a  print  of  the 
poster  for  easy  comparison. 

We  are,  dear  Sir,  jours  truly, 

Bovril  (Limited). 
(Andrew  Walker,  ManagiEg  Director.) 

[The  prints  come  too  late  for  reproduction.  The  1896  design 
is  that  of  a  handsome  woman  sitting  by  a  tea-table  on  which  aro 
a  kettle  and  a  bovril-cup.  She  holds  a  bottle  of  bovril  in  her  left 
hand,  and  a  rough-looking  Highland  bullock  is  limned  in  th.6 
back-ground  as  gazing  on  the  bottle,  the  inscription  being— 

"  Shrine  of  theJMighty !  can  it  be 
That  this  is  all  remains  of  me  ?  " 
Clearly  Bovril  has  it. — Ed.] 

Mr.  Boot  and  Qualified  Directors. 

Sir, — In  jour  issue  of  December  9,  page  947,  you  are 
good  enough  to  remark  : — 

It  will  be  observed,  from  our  report  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  shareholders  of  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited),  Nottingham,  that 
the  most  astute  and  far-seeing  gentleman  who  presided  at  the 
meeting  gave  an  indication  that  he  at  least  is  beginning  to  put  his 
house  in  order  in  anticipation  that  the  Legislature  will  see  the 
reasonableness  of  our  qualified-directorate  suggestion. 

Whilst  thanking  jou  for  the  compliment,  I  must  disclaim 
all  intention  of  having  formulated  ttis  proposal  in  view  of 
the  present  state  of  affairs.  It  is  a  very  familiar  proposition 
to  my  mind,  and  has  been  my  fixed  purpose  for  some  years ; 
but  the  success  of  our  own  business  has  just  now  brought 
the  project  to  fulfilment  quite  irrespective  of  any  legislation 
affecting  company-pharmacy. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Nottingham,  December  13  Jesse  Boot, 

Managing  Director,  Boots  (Limited), 
Chemists  and  Druggists. 

A  Hint  to  Assistants. 

Sir — Soma  time  ago  I  had  occasion  to  adveitise  for  a 
qualified  assistant.  Of  the  nine  applications  received  only 
one  was  written  upon  a  decent  piece  of  notepaper,  one  or 
two  used  torn-oil  half-sheets,  but  the  majority  considered  a 
2  oz.  sheet  of  white  demy,  folded  over,  quite  sufficient.  For 
the  greater  part  these  letters  were  written  in  a  most  slovenly 
manner,  the  writing  crowded  into  the  bottom  right-hand 
corner,  with  barely  enough  room  to  squeeze  in  the  signature. 
Straoge  enough,  the  only  decent  application  came  from  a 
"  good  man  once,"  but,  as  bis  letter  showed,  his  orderly 
habits  were  still  with  him.  La9t  week  I  advertised  locally 
for  a  "junior,"  and  again  the  same  class  of  letters  turned  up. 
"What  is  the  meaning  of  it  1  Tee  dearth  of  assistants  cannot 
be  the  reason.  It  must  be  in  the  training  of  apprentices 
where  the  deficiency  arises.  I  am  informed  my  case 
is  no  exception,  and  tbat  a  neatly-written  application 
on  a  nice  sheet  of  paper  is  comparatively  rare.  You,  sir, 
in  your  editorial  columns  often  comment  upon  the  causes  of 
business  success  to  both  men  and  masters,  and  I  think  a 
timely  word  from  jou  upon  orderliness  would  be  a  word  in 
season.  The  party  who  would  write  a  slovenly  application 
for  a  situation  is  just  as  capable  of  being  slovenly  all 
through — he  is  fib  enough  to  chew  a  cork  before  putting  it 
into  a  dispensing  phial  or  to  use  a  chip-necked  bottle  for  a 
prescription.  It  is  the  little  things  that  count  in  pharmacy, 
and  go  a  leng  way  towards  success, 
v  Yonrs  veiy  truly, 

Glasgow,  December  12.  Arthur  McKellar. 

[We  could  not  say  it  better  than  Mr.  McKellar,  except  to  add 
that  it  is,  if  anything,  a  degree  worse  to  apply  for  a  situation  on 
the  present  employer's  paper— as  some  assistants  do, — Ep, 
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The  "Mum''  Majority. 

In  feverish  expeotancy  we  open 

The  pages  of  our  welcome  C.  &  D , 
For  we  wot  not  of  the  word  that  hath  hsen  spoken 

In  the  classic  hall  of  Wisdom's  sanctuary. 
We  search  the  sprightly  page3,  hoping  vainly 
To  find  the  luckless  Cutter  s'ricken  nnmb; 
Bat,  alas  I  "  the  Council's  biz  was  routine  mainly," 
And  the  valiant  Majority  was  dumb. 
Brave  and  bold  majority, 
Show  superiority 
By  keeping  very  wisely  "  mum." 
The  rousing  speech  of  radical  reformers 

So  lately  chillirjg  Torjism  blue, 
Has  brought  reply  from  far  unheard-of  corners, 

Amazirig  and  most  marvellous  to  view. 
And  the  bulk  have  said  in  plain,  unvarnished  language 

That  pharmaceutic  companies  are  scum 
That  must  be  scotched  or  sliced  up  like  a  sandwich  ! 
Small  wonder  the  Majority  was  "  mum"  1 
Gasps  the  bold  Majority 
(Now  in  sad  minority)  : 
"  You'll  have  to  wait  till  kingdom  come." 

Minor  Poet.    (29/96 ) 

Tarry  Ammonias. 

Sir, — .Referring  to  some  of  the  matters  discussed  at  last 
meeting  (page  898)  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association, 
I  am  surprised  that  so  many  wholesale  chemists  think  it 
vroith  their  while  to  send  out  ammonia  and  its  preparations 
with  certain  objectionable  characteristics  which  unfit  them 
for  employment  by  many  of  their  customers.  We  have 
lepeatedly  had  to  complain  of  the  tarry  odour  of  liq.  ammon. 
fort ,  and,  even  when  this  is  absent,  cf  a  disagreeable  acrid 
odour  suggestive  of  chlorine.  We  promptly  returned  a  parcel 
of  ammon.  cirb.  which  possessed  the  same  disagreeable 
characteristics,  making  it  quite  worthless  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  our  trade.  Worst  of  all,  in  rubbing  np  the  other 
day  some  ammon  bromid.,  bearing  the  name  of  one  of  our 
best  drug-houses,  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  source  of  the 
ammonia  employed  in  its  preparation  was  conveyed  to  us  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  dispensing.  As  it  happens,  this  is  a 
salt  on  which  we  have  previously  heard  critical  remarks  from 
a  member  of  the  medical  pro'ession  who  was  using  it  for 
photographic  purposes.  There  is  probably  a  market  for  goods 
of  the  quality  indicated  above,  but  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  ordinary  trade  should  be  expected  to  share  in  their  dis- 
tribution without  a  previous  understanding  as  between  buyer 
and  seller.  Yours  faithfully. 

December  12.  C.  (201/73.) 

Tropic  Botany. 

Sir, — I  came  across  this  curious  piece  of  trop'c  botany 
which  may  be  of  interest : — "  The  palm  and  the  bamboo  are 
common  .  .  .  one  variety  of  palm.  The  Palma  Christi  is  a 
source  of  castor  oil." — "The  West  Indies,"  by  A.  K. 
F'ske,  A.M.  Very  faithfully  yours, 

Dikk  Mat-Karo.  W.  H.  Ince. 

November  22. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

Sir,— In  a  series  of  quantitative  tests  published  in  the 
C.  S(  D.  in  1877.  sweet  spirit  cf  nitre  was  mentioned  (April 
number,  page  146)  as  one  of  the  substances  which  could, 
apart  from  a  slight  abnormality  due  apparently  to  acidity, 
be  estimated  in  the  usual  time  of  thirty  seconds  by  the  acid 
permanganate  test  used  in  the  series  for  about  three  hundred 
official  preparations.  I  was  recently  struck  by  the  article  on 
s*eet  spiiib  of  nitre  by  Messrs  R.  C.  Cowley  and  J  P.  Catford 
(C.  X»„  November  18  page  831),  but  I  submit  that  the 
now  old  test  just  mentioned  allows  the  pharmacist  to  readily 
and  easily  estimate  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  in  thirty  seconds 
solutions  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen  in  the  same  way.  The 
method  I  described  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  1877, 
and  the  Year hook  of  Pharmacy,  1878  is  the  method  applied 
to-day  to  the  albuminoids  of  food-stuffs;  nothing  is  altered. 

Let  me  just  describe  the  solution  and  application  to  a 
sample  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  Sol.  potass,  perm  ,  1  c.c. ; 
dilute  sulphuric  acid,  6  c.c. ;  water  to  100  c.c. ;  50  c.c.  a 
norme. 


Experiment. — Place  5  c.c.  of  the  acid  permanganate  in  a  small 
flask,  fill  a  10  c.c.  pipette  with  a  one- in-ten  water- solution  of  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre.  Take  the  flask  in  the  left  hand  and  shake  con- 
tinuously whilst  delivering  the  nitrous  solution  regularly  in  run- 
ning drops,  to  complete  decolourisation  of  the  acid  permanganate, 
The  whole  examination  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  isperformed  from  a 
single  cubic  centimetre  in  one  minute,  and  includes  the  approxi- 
mate percentage  of  alcohol.  For  example,  sweet  spiiit  of  nitre  of 
a  local  pharmacy,  1  c.c.  ;  water,  1  c.c,  heat  evolved  immediately, 
8°  Fah.  (say,  86  per  cent,  alcohol),  further  dilution  to  10  c.c.  with 
water  ;  2  5  c.c.  of  dilution  decolourise  tenth  norma  — i  <?.  2'5  c.c.  of 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  the  norme.  constant  dividend  5  =  2  per  cent, 
ethyl  nitrite  in  the  sweet  spiiit  of  nitre  (5  +  2'5). 

Again,  I  think  the  colour- experiment  would  be  consider- 
ably simplified  by  my  yellow-brown  colour-scale  (acid  per- 
manganate run  into  weak  solution  of  potassium  iodide). 

I  wish  simply  to  suggest  that  Messrs.  Cowley  and  Catford 
may  make  their  interesting  test  still  simpler. 

Yours  faithfully, 

November  22.  J.  Barker  Smith. 

Women  Dispensers, 

Sir, — In  the  earlier  days  the  women  dispensers  were  nearly 
all  known  to  each  other,  and  in  little  social  gatherings,  over 
which  the  memory  lingers  pleasantly,  difficulties  were  talked 
over  and  solved. 

Then,  as  more  women  came  in  and  spread  themselves  over 
the  country,  it  was  impossible  to  keep  in  touch  with  all ;  but 
in  many  cases  fresh  centres  were  formed,  where  the  same 
informal  mutual  help  was  given  and  received. 

Now  it  is  being  asked  if  this  is  the  time  for  joining  these 
centres  into  an  association  for  women  dispensers  only. 

Well,  personally,  I  think  not.  Among  the  majority  there 
is  no  strong  feeling  in  favour  of  it. 

The  wemen  dispensers  are  too  few  in  numbers — too 
scattered — and  many  of  them  holding  small  posts,  yielding 
proportionately  minute  salaries,  do  not  look  upon  dispensing 
as  a  life-loDg  pursuit,  but  regarding  their  appointments  as 
stepping-stones  to  something  more  lucrative  pass  out  toother 
callings. 

Thus  there  would  be  difficulty  in  keeping  up  sustained 
interest  and  a  sufficient  number  of  staunch  permanent 
members. 

I  doubt  whether,  if  an  association  were  formed,  it  would 
have  a  long  life  ;  also  with  the  associations  connected  with 
pharmacy  already  existing  there  does  not  seem  to  be  a 
necessity  for  the  creation  of  a  fresh  one. 

It  would  be  far  better  to  join  and  so  strengthen  existing 
societies  which  receive  women  as  members. 

Mr.  Forster,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Public  Dispensers'  Asso- 
ciation, has,  invited  their  co-operation  with  that  body. 
From  the  very  first  dispensers  in  public  institutions  have 
been  generous  in  their  help  to  their  sister  fellow-workers, 
giving  them  freely,  when  applied  to,  the  benefit  cf  their 
experience  in  the  details  of  dispensicg-work. 

R.  M.  (18/11.) 

Dispensing  Notes. 


TJrotropin. 

SIR, — A  correspondent  last  week  asks  what  should  be  dis- 
pensed for  urotropin.  TJrotropin  is  hexamethylene-tetramine, 
(CH.,\N4  -f  6H20!,  obtained  by  heating  formic  aldehyde 
with  ammonia.    Saliformine  is  the  salicylate  of  this  body.  * 

Yours  truly, 

December  12.  E.  J  Paery. 

An  Unsightly  Mixture. 
Sir,— How  should  I  dispense  the  following  so  that  it  wil 
be  inseparable  1  — 

01.  morrhure  ...       ...       •■.       ••■  5iv. 

Ferr.  am.  cit  gr.  v. 

Pot.  carb  gr.  iij. 

Glusidi   gr.  \ 

01.  carui   mj. 

Aq.  ad   5j. 

Ft.  mist. 

Yours,  &c. 

C.  B.  (182/34.) 

J  [In  small  quantities  it  is  not  possible  to  make  this  in- 
separable. You  had  better  suggest  to  the  prescriber  that  it 
be  made  into  an  emulsion  with  acacia.] 
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Legal  Queries, 

159,9.  J.  J.  C — The  sale  of  the  wheat-dressing  is  not  an 
infringement  of  any  Act  of  Parliament. 

184/65.  Pulvis. — Your  label  for  egg-powder  is  not  at 
all  likely  to  lead  you  into  trouble  under  the  Merchandise- 
marks  Act,  as  you  clearly  state  that  it  is  "a  substitute  for 

eggs." 

184/39.  Perplexed.— A.  month's  notice  to  leave  a  situation 
can  be  given  at  any  time  after  entering  employment. 
Probably  your  employer  is  under  the  impression  that  the 
custom  in  the  drug-trade  i3  the  same  regarding  a  month's 
trial  as  in  domestic  service,  but  we  do  not  think  that  can  be 
upheld. 

175/8.  Rhei  — Aqua  chloroformi  and  spiritas  chloroformi 
are  preparations  of  chloroform,  and  as  such  cannot  be  re- 
tailed by  unqualified  persons. 

193/67.  J.  H.  N.— The  sale  of  the  "Female  Mixture" 
under  the  conditions  which  you  mention  (no  recommenda- 
tion) is  not  illegal. 

192/15.  J.  W.— (1)  Companies  may,  like  individuals, 
register  trade-marks  in  their  own  name.  (2)  Any  person  or 
group  of  persons  may  call  themselves  a  company  without 
being  registered  as  a  limited  company  on  the  conditions 
mentioned  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diabt,  page 
216.    (3)  See  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

191/28.  Alcohol. — Methylated-spirit  licences  are  granted 
to  "  off "  wine-retailers,  but  not  to  persons  licensed  to  retail 
beer,  spirits,  wine,  or  sweets  for  consumption  on  the 
premises. 

194/15.  A.  B. — As  you  instructed  the  wholesale  house  to 
send  the  goods  by  a  certain  firm  of  carriers,  the  carriers 
were  your  agents,  and  the  delivery  by  the  wholesale  house 
was  equivalent  to  delivery  to  you;  therefore  you  must  seek 
redress  from  the  carriers. 

194/20.  E  M. — You  may  sell  the  perfumed  benzin  as 
described  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  provided  you  take 
care  to  label  it  "  Highly  Ioflimmable"  On  this  point 
see  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  page  219. 
Benzoline  is  not  benzin,  but  we  have  never  heard  of  a  case 
under  the  Merchandise-marks  Act  for  selling  it  as  "benzin," 
but  we  see  no  reason  why  a  case  should  not  be  proved. 

178/27.  Puns. — See  our  report  of  the  General  Medical 
Council  meeting  last  week. 

186/44.  Photographer. — You  should  not  copy  any  photo- 
graph until  you  are  assured  that  it  is  not  copyright. 

190/60.  Inquirer. — Read  the  note  "How  to  Qualify" 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1900,  page  214. 

183/7.  Apothecary. — We  cannot  trace  the  case  to  which 
you  refer.  The  Lotinga  cass  mentioned  in  our  Diary, 
page  218,  is  the  one  which  is  generally  acted  upon  by  the 
Courts. 

196/55.  Biscount. — Deductions  made  from  wholesalers' 
statements  of  account  are  usually  the  subject  of  printed 
notices  by  these  firms,  and  ate  not  sufficiently  uniform  to 
amount  to  a  custom  of  the  trade.  We  do  not  understand 
what  you  mean  by  "a  reasonable  time  for  payment,"  but  if 
more  than  six  months  we  should  say  the  right  to  discount 
has  lapsed. 

195/25.  Kissing  Bee — We  certainly  advise  you  to  make 
your  peace  with  the  inventors  of  the  article  as  soon  as  you 
can.  You  have  not  only  violated  their  invention,  for  which  a 
patent  has  been  applied  for,  but  have  actually  copied  their 
wrapper.  A  High  Court  judge  would  deal  very  smartly  with 
such  a  case.  We  can  return  you  your  correspondence  and 
samples  if  you  send  us  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope 
for  tbem.  This  snould  always  be  done  by  correspondents 
who  send  us  anything  the  return  of  which  is  expected. 

201/25.  Subscriber— One  month's  notice  to  a:sistants  is 
the  custom  of  the  drug-trade. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

124,8.    O.  (Paris).— White  Embrocation:— 

01.  terebinth....       .,.       ...       ...  3»j, 

01.  cam  ph.  ess.        ...  ... 

01.  nucis    Siv. 

Ovi    _.  No.  ij. 

Ac.  acetic.     ...       ...       ...  ... 

Aqute  ad       ...       ...       ...       ...  Oj. 

Mix  the  eggs  with  the  turpentine  in  a  mortar,  strain  into  the 
bottle,  add  the  other  ingredients,  and  shake  till  the  emulsion  is 
formed. 

180/30.  High  Peak. — Erasmus  Wilson's  Hairwath — 
The  following  represents  what  is  now  sold  under  this 
name : — 


Liq.  ammonise         ...   ■  ^iij. 

01.  amygd.  dulc   oiij. 

Aq.  mellis    $iv. 

Spfc.  l'osmarini         ...       ...       ...  f,iv. 

Aq.  rosje  ad   3xxiv. 


The  original  formulas  contained  no  water,  but  were  made  up 
with  a  spirituous  medium. 

175/43.  Northpert.— After  a  study  of  Hurst's  "  Colour," 
7.?.  62.  (Scott  Greenwood),  and  "Scientific  Mysteries,"  Is. 
(<?.  $  D.  office),  you  should  have  no  difficulty  in  prepating  a 
popular  lecture  on  "  Co'.our." 

111/6.  B.  M.  M. — Neuralgia-mixture — The  formula  you 
submit  is  absurdly  complicated  ;  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
out  half  the  ingredients,  so  that  the  following  results  : — 

Quin.  sulph   ,   gr.  xij. 

Tr.  ferri       ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Liq.  strych.  ...       ...       ...       ...  inxxv,- 

Tr.  gelsem   5j. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad   5vj- 

Jss.  t.d.s.  ex  aq. 

18Z/ 19.    Exmoor. — Petroleum  Emulsion:— 

Soft  paraffin,  vaseline,  or  heavy 

petroleum  oil       ...       ...       ...  Sj. 

Powdered  acacia     ...    ?>ss. 

Essence  of  almonds  (1-20)   mv. 

Mix  in  a  mortar,  and>dd  all  at  once — 

Distilled  water    5vj. 

and  triturate  continuously  for  five  minutes,  then  add,  drachm 
by  drachm,  the  following  :— 

Sodium  hypophosphite    piss. 

Calcium  hypophosphite     ...       ...  9j. 

Hypophosphorous  acid    ltlvj. 

Elixir  of  saccharin  ...       ...       ...  ttjxx. 

Distilled  water    5vj. 

Dose  :  A  teaspoonful  and  upwards. 

180/24.  Marcus. — White  Pur  is  cleaned  by  rubbing,  first 
with  bran  moistened  with  boiling  water,  then  with  dry  bran, 
and  finally  with  carbonate  of  magnesia.  The  bran  and 
magnesia  is  applied  with  a  cloth  or  flannel,  and  the  fur  is 
rubbed  in  the  first  stages  against  the  fur,  but  towards  the 
end  it  is  rubbed  the  way  of  the  fur.  We  do  not  know  of  any 
powder  that  will  clean  fur  "  by  being  simply  dusted  upon 
it." 

182/37.  Inquirer. — We  do  not  know  why  the  price  of 
hydrocyanic  acid  varies  so  much  in  the  wholesale  price-lists, 
but  can  quite  understand  wholesale  houses  requiring  a  fair 
remuneration  for  the  greater  amount  of  care  needed  in  pack- 
iDg.  storing,  and  guaranteeing  such  a  volatile  and  potent  sub- 
stance. 

174/26.  W.  S  —  (1)  You  cannot  have  anything  cheaper 
than  oils  of  citronella  and  verbena  for  masking  the  smell  of 
ung.  carbonis  detergens.  (2)  Ringer's  "  Therapeutics,"  16s. 
(Lewis),  is  the  standard  work  on  therapeutics.  (3)  Squire's 
"  Hospital  Pharmacopoeias  "  is  published  by  Churchill  at  6s. 

172/42.  Climax — We  r^o  not  quite  understand  your 
query.  If  it  means  how  are  you  to  avoid  evaporation  of 
camphor  in  making  large  quantities  of  camphorated  oil,  we 
can  only  give  you  the  obvious  answer — use  a  closed  vessel. 


142/0.  -4.  (N.S/W.).— (1)  Ticket- ink.— One  base  for 
this  is  made  by  boiling  2  oz.  of  shellac,  ?,  02.  of  borax,  and 
3  c,z,  of  gum  acacia  in  25  02  of  water  till  dissolved,  and 
colouring  with  a  suitable  aniline  dye  or  mineral  colour. 
Another  kind  we  have  seen  is  a  solution  of  gum  acacia  in 
chloroform-water,  the  various  colours  being  produced  by 
adding  Venetian  red,  Prussian  blue,  chrome  green,  chrome 
yellow,  or  zinc  white.    (2)  We  are  inquiring. 

24/11.  X.  Y.  ^.—Dressing  a  "Window  for  Christmas. 
— This  was  the  subject  of  one  of  our  competitions  in  1894, 
the  results  of  which  were  published  in  the  C.  4'  D ,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1894,  page  774.  If  you  will  refer  to  that  number  jou 
will  get  plenty  of  ideas  in  window-dressing  to  work  lrom. 

145/38.  Cattle-salesman.  —  The  preparation  used  for 
sticking  labels  on  to  sheep's  wool  is  a  solution  of  resin  in 
spirit :  factitious  Venice  turpentine,  thinned,  answers  very 
well. 

154/52.  J.  S.—  (1)  The  sample  of  marking- ink  you  send 
is  an  aniline  one.  A  formula  for  a  similar  product  is  given 
in  the  C.  $  D„  February  22,  1896,  page  303,  or  "Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas,"  page  375  (2)  The  following  is  the 
basis  for  Gum-jujubes :— Gum  acacia,  28  lb3. ;  sugar, 
12  lbs.  Dissolve  in  a  sufficiency  of  water  by  means  of  heat, 
strain,  and  evaporate  to  such  a  consistency  that  a  little 
taken  out  and  put  on  a  cold  plate  solidifies.  For  glycerin- 
jujubes  glycerin  is  added,  and  takes  the  place  of  the  water 
which  would  otherwise  be  left  on  evaporation.  Delectable 
jujubes  are  flavoured  with  tolu,  liquorice,  and  lemon.  Voice- 
jujubes  are  similar  to  delectable,  but  have  tincture  of 
capsicum  in  addition.  The  colours  of  the  jujabes  are  easily 
manag^,  but  we  do  not  think  anyone  who  has  not  seen 
gum-jujutes  made  can  make  them  from  a  written  de=cription. 

181/22.  Mehr  LxcM. —  (1)  The  domestic-medicine 
measures  in  use  in  Prance  are — 

Le  "  drachm,"  fl.  5j-,  represente  une  cuilleree  a  cafe  (a  tea- 
spoonful). 

Deux  "  drachms,"  fl.  5ij-,  representent  une  cuilleree  it  dessert 
ou  couilleree  moyenne  (a  dessertspoonful). 

Le" ounce,"  fl.  represente  deux  cuillerees  a  jsoupe  ou  it 
bouche  (two  tablespoonfuls). 

Une  demie  "  ounce,"  fl.  jss.,  represente  une  grande  cuilleree  it 
Eoupe  ou  a  bouche  (a  tablespoonful). 

(2)  We  make  the  qua-  tity  of  liq.  arsen.  in  each  dessert- 
spoonful of  the  prescription  you  send  to  be  about  4  drops. 
What  you  take  to  be  "  3  "  before  '  c  a  dessert "  will  probably 
turn  out  to  be  the  letter  "  m."  (3)  You  might  try  gelatin- 
coating  the  Stilton  cheese  bo  a3  to  prevent  mites,  but  the 
cheese  would  need  to  be  prepared  under  aseptic  conditions 
and  sterile  to  ensure  success. 

183/69.  R.  W.—Bailway-rates— These  are  fully  dealt 
with  in  the  official  "  General  Kailway  Classification  of 
Gxds,"  Is.  (Truscott),  which  you  can  procure  at  most  rail- 
way gcods-depois. 

181/40.  If.  B.—(l)  The  formula  for  Cod-liver  Oil  Emul- 
sion to  which  you  refer  has  not  been  given  lately,  so  we 
repeat  it : — 

Pulv.  acacise  3 L i j . 

Pulv.  tragacanth  Siij. 

Pulv.  amyli  

01.  morrhuie  §xxiv. 

Mix  well  by  shaking  in  a  bottle  and  add  gradually — 

Aquce  5xvj. 

When  emulsified  add — 

Syrupi  gvj. 

01.  aroygd.  ess  rrixx. 

Spt.  chloroformi      ...       ...       ...  §33. 

190/47.    Boer.— The  formula  for  Tr.  Aloes  Co.  P.L.  is— 

Soootrine  or  hepatic  Aloes  ...       ...  *,iv. 

Saffron...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jij, 

Tincture  of  myrrh   (myrrh  §iij., 

S.V.R.  Oij.)  ■    Oij. 

Macerate  seven  days. 

166'48.  P.  V.  J. — (I)  Lard  prepared  under  aseptic  con- 
ditions, and  care  being  taken  to  exclude  water,  keeps  well 
In  other  cases  boric  acid  is  added,  or  the  surface  of  the  lard 


is  covered  with  a  cloth  impregnated  with  formaldehyde, 
with  the  object  of  keeping  the  air  above  the  lard  in  an 
aseptic  condition.  (2)  Books  on  Sugar-refining  —Lock  and 
Newlanda's  "Sugar  Growing  and  Refining,"  30s.  (Spon) ; 
Ware's  "  Sugar-beet  and  the  Beet-sugar  Industry," 21s.  (Low)  ; 
Spencer's  "  Handbook  for  Chemists  of  Beet- sugar  Houses," 
12s.  td.  The  two  first  named  are  standard  works,  but  not 
of  recent  date. 

177/50.  Developer. — (1)  There  is  a  representative  formula 
foradry-deve!operonpage257of  The  Chemists' and  Drug- 
gists' Diaey,  1900.  (2)  We  do  not  recommend  you  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  veratriain  the  nit-ointment  ('■  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas,"  page  67)  "two  or  three  times."  Surely 
you  can  appreciate  the  danger  of  such  a  proceeding. 

171/26.  Syr.  Eastonii  — Liq..  pro  Syr.  Eastonii. — The 
formula  for  this,  which  you  complain  gives  a  product  with  a 
heavy  precipitate  after  a  time,  is  too  strong  in  quinine.  The 
precipitate  is  acid  phosphate  of  quinine.  In  the  case  of 
Easton's  syrup  it  has  been  found  that  a  reduction  of  the 
quantity  of  acid  present  and  the  use  of  English  phosphate 
of  quinine  made  a  more  permanent  syrup.  There  was  a  good 
paper  on  this  subject  by  Mr.  Squire  in  the  O.  $  D., 
March  29,  1893,  page  422. 

184/15.  L. — We  do  not  know  the  Standard  Perfumery 
Company. 

183/56.  R.  M  S.  (Colon).— (1)  The  best  application  for 
recent  burns  is  Oarron  oil,  made  by  mixing  equal  parts  of 
lime-water  and  linseed  or  olive  oil.  (2)  Zimmer  &  Co.,  82 
Mark  Lane,  E  C,  sell  asbestos  suits  which  are  excellent  for 
the  use  of  firemen. 

182/24.  Nemo.— The  discoloration  which  results  after  a 
time  in  a  mixture  of  sodium  salicylate  and  ammonium 
carbonate  or  potassium  bicarbonate  has  been  frequently 
noted  in  these  columns.  In  the  C.  <j'  D„  May  2,  1899,  page 
862  Mr.  R.  H.  Parker  contributed  an  instructive  note  on  the 
subject. 

155/64.  O.  B.  W.  sends  us  a  dozen  or  so  lively  little 
insects  in  a  bottle  as  specimens  of  the  insects  which  have 
become  quite  a  pest  among  his  drugs.  "  G.  B.  W."  wants  to 
know  what  they  are  and  how  to  get  rid  of  them.  [The 
insect  is  Anohium paniceum,  and  has  an  extraordinary  liking 
for  drugs,  feeding  on  aconite-root  or  cayenne  pepper  with 
apparently  equal  relish.  The  insects  are  difficult  to  get  rid 
of  when  once  they  get  into  the  woodwork  of  nests  of  drawers. 
The  best  thiDg  to  do  is  to  burn  all  drugs  which  are  infested 
with  the  insects,  clean  out  the  drawers  and  place  a  few 
drops  of  chloroform-vapour  in  each  drawer,  and  close 
the  drawers  and  allow  them  to  remain  closed  for  some 
days.  The  vapour  of  chloroform  is  poisonous  to  the 
insects.  We  have  seen  formalin  recommended  for  the  same 
purpose,  but  have  known  chloroform  to  be  effectual  in  a  case 
which  we  came  across  some  years  ago.] 

194/50.  Ward. —  i  menthol  pastille  (glycerin  basis)  is 
the  best  tiling  to  prevent  the  voice  becoming  husky,  or  to 
remedy  huskiness,  when  speaking  or  singing. 

192  4.  Bot  wants  our  opinion  on  the  following : — A 
customer  has  used  plumbi  acetas  in  5'ss.  doses  for  the 
expulsion  of  the  "grub"  or  "Bot"  in  Horse,  with  great 
results.  He  went  to  our  subscriber  for  a  second  supply,  and 
said  his  colt  passed  thirty  or  forty  bots  all  dead.  "  Bot  "has 
never  heard  of  plumbi  acetas  being  used  for  the  purpose,  and 
thinks  the  information  may  be  of  value  to  our  subscribers. 
[Our  veterinary  expert  says: — "Such  heroic  doses  are  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  and  though  one  subject  may  appear  to 
stand  the  dose  without  injury  for  a  time,  it  is  probable  that 
out  of  half  a  dozen  one  or  more  would  suffer  extreme  gastric 
irritation  and  others  plumbism.  We  have  known  amateurs 
to  give  doses  of  arsenic  which  we  should  not  dare  to 
f  xhibit,  and  with  success,  as  vermicides,  but  ulceration  of 
the  bowels  or  death  from  '  colic  '  has  been  a  not  unfrequent 
spquel,  although  the  interval  has  been  so  long  as  to  preclude 
the  idea  of  its  being  due  to  any  drugs  given  with  the 
cognisance  of  the  owner."] 

156/30,  L.  M.,  and  200/33,  D.  BT.—Yovit  queries  do  not 
come  under  the  rules  of  this  column. 
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180/4,  Recruit,  and  181/1,  J.  G.  F.  B.—  The  Government 
have  no  vacancies  for  dispensers  for  th9  army  in  8outh 
Africa,  bat  some  a';  home.  On  this  point  see  the  paragraph 
pnder  Irish  News  last  week. 

133/15.  O.  H.  B — The  arlicle  on  "  Pepsin  "  in  the  U.S. 
Dispensatory  (33s.,  L'ppincott)  is  probabiyithe  most  com- 
plete article  on  pepsin  available.  There  ,is  much  literature 
on  the  subject  scattered  through  pist  volumes  of  The 
Chemist  and  Dhuggist. 

168/72.  Hotspur  — The  following  are  the  chief  works 
published  on  Toxicology  : — Blyth's  "  Poisons:  Their  Effects 
and  Defection,"  21s.  (Griffin);  Luff's  "Forensic  Medicine 
and  Toxicology  "  (two  vols  ).  245  ;  Mann's  "  Forensic  Medi- 
cine and  Toxicology,"  21s.  ;  Woodman  and  Tidy's  "Forensic 
Medicine  and  Toxicology,"  31s.  6d.  There  is  also  a  volume 
in  the  "  Cyclopfeiia  of  Medicine  "  devoted  to  toxicology,  but 
the  volumes  are  not  sold  separately. 

181/49.  H.  <f'  Co. — Calculating  Drawback  on  Tinctures. 
— The  Revenue  authorities  use  Sikes's  hydrometer  for  cal- 
culating this.  You  will  find  in  Thorpe's  "  Dictionary  of 
Chemistry"  and  our,  Diary  for  1899  tables  for  calculating 
the  percentage  of  spiiit  in  tinctures. 

144/62.  C.  J.  D. — IE  the  Wart  on  a  Cow's  Neck  is  the 
shape  as  well  as  the  "size  of  a  hen's  egg."  nothing  can  be  easier 
than  to  put  round  it  a  tight  ligature  which  will  strangle  it 
by  cutting  off  tie  supply  of  blood.  Warts  with  small  necks, 
or  any  but  those  with  diffused  bases  can  be  so  treated,  and 
the  process  is  hastened  by  an  escharotic.  A  very  effectual 
and  elegant  preparation  is  a  saturated  solution  of  zinci 
chlor.  in  spt.  vini  meth.,  with  a  little  coccus  cacti  or  aniline 
of  some  other  tint  that  will  be  conspicuous.  Many  warts  on 
cattle  are  easily  twisted  off  and  a  radical  cure  effected. 
Those  which  can  neither  be  ligatured  nor  handled,  should  be 
first  thoroughly  softened  with  a  strong  alkali  and  hot  water, 
when  any  of  the  usual  caustics  will  act,  the  difficulty  being 
always  in  adequate  preparation  ;  the  agents  taking  scarcely 
any  effect  upon  the  dry  outside,  but  readily  disintegrating 
the  inner  substance  when  exposed  to  their  action.  Orpiment 
and  arsenic  acid  are  favourite  remedies  with  cow-leeches. 
No  danger  attach 3s  to  their  use  from  absorption,  but  among 
young  stock  there  is  a  possibility  of  others  licking  it  off. 

179/44.  Aurantia. — -Essence  of  Peppermint  — As  there 
is  now  no  longer  any  Paarmacopce;a  preparation  of  this 
you  may  sell  under  the  name  of  essence  of  peppermint 
what  is  generally  required  in  your  district.  We  know  many 
places  where  a  l-in-10  preparation  is  given. 

182/1.  Caput.  —  Wind-pills.— See  C.  $  D.,  December  2, 
page  921. 

181/74.  Mel  Boracis. — The  best  heel- ball  is  made  from 
the  residue  of  ceresine-purification.  The  rample  you  send 
is  of  that  nature,  and  it  would  be  futile  to  try  to  equal  it  on 
the  small  scale. 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information, 

199/21.  What  is  Migworth's  solution  ?  It  is  used  as  a 
throat-paint. 

199/90.  Who  knows  Frederick  Marlborough  ?  Sometime 
ago  we  inserted  an  inquiry  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
regarding  Mr.  Marlborough,  a  chemist  in  London,  about 
whom  information  is  required  by  friends  of  his  in  New  Zea- 
land, but  the  Christian  name  was  then  given  to  us  incor- 
rectly. Frederick  Marlborough  is  his  full  name.  We  under- 
stand that  he  was  a  chemist  connected  with  the  drug-trade, 
but  there  is  no  one  of  the  name  of  Marlborough  in  thel register. 
If  this  catches  the  eye  of  any  who  know  Mr.  Frederick 
Marlborough  and  can  give  his  address  they  will  get  a  hand- 
some reward  for  it  by  sending  information  to  the  Secretary 
to  the  Agent-General  for  New  Zealand,  13  Victoria  Street, 
S.W. 

197/23.    Who  are  the  makers  of  Lawson's  saturator  1 
202/27.     Address  of  maker    of  Dr.   King's  bronchial 
lozenges. 


Batavia  ©umme^auctions. 


PUBLIC  Auctions  of  Quinine  at  Batavia"is  the  title  of 
a  pamphlet,  translated  from  the  Dutch,  which  has 
been  published  in  Batavia.  It  deals  with  the  history  of 
cinchona-cultivation  and  the  manufacture  of  quinine  in 
Java;  also  trace3  the  methods  of  the  European  quinine 
"  pool,"  and  endeavours  to  show  that  the  manufacturers 
power  is  already  partially  broken  by  the  Bandoog  quinine- 
factory.  Their  influence,  however,  is  still  too  great,  (says 
the  writer),  as  witnessed  by  the  way  they  drire  up  or  depress 
the  prices  of  bark  and  quinine.  An  illustration  of  their 
method  is  then  given,  which  is  so  well  put  as  to  bear  quota- 
tion : — 

If  the  quantity  of  bark  offered  at  auction  in  Amsterdam  is 
small,  then  prices  of  bark  and  quinine  are  artificially  driven  up, 
and  speculation  in  the  latter  article  is  greatly  encouraged,  as 
much  quinine  as  possible  being  sold  at  higher  rates,  for  the  most 
part  to  speculators.  The  planters,  telegraphically  informed  of 
these  profitable  quotations  for  the  bark,  harvest  and  ship  as 
much  as  they  can.  The  shipments  exceed  the  normal  figure, 
and  the  manufacturers  see  every  inducement  (?)  to  depress  the 
price  at  the  next  Amsterdam  auctions,  which  enables  them  to 
secure  the  large  shipments  of  bark  at  a  low  price.  Moreover, 
the  value  of  quinine  is  depreciated  as  much  as  possible;  the 
invisible  supply  becomes  suddenly  visible ;  large  quantities  are 
offered ;  speculators  and  consumers,  frightened  by  these  appa- 
rently formidable  supplies,  are  led  to  believe  that  these  prices 
will  even  fall  lower,  and  buy  comparatively  little  quinine  at  these 
low  quotations.  Planters  reduce  their  shipments,  and  .  .  .  the 
same  manoeuvre  is  repeated  after  a  few  months,  and,  unlikely 
as  it  may  seem,  with  equal  success. 

The  writer  then  remarks  that  the  Bandong  factory  ha? 
also  profited  by  this  state  of  affairs  by  likewise  selling  little 
or  no  quinine  when  prices  are  low,  and  by  selling  when  ra^es 
are  driven  up.  But  speculators  hold  aloof  from  buying  Java 
quinine,  and  when  they  controlled  the  market  in  February 
the  Bandong  product  was  simply  unsaleable  at  the  high 
prices  paid  by  the  speculators.  To  prove  the  above,  the 
writer  of  the  pamphlet  quotes  from  the  C  §  B.  of  March  11, 
where  it  was  stated  that  "two  German  brands  of  quinine 
alone  have  been  in  the  boom."  Of  course,  the  main  object 
of  the  pamphlet  is  to  demonstrate  the  importance  of  Java- 
made  quinine,  and  many  arguments  are  adduced  to  show  the 
planters  the  advisability  of  sending  all  their  bark  to  the 
local  factory.  The  concluding  portion  of  the  pamphlet  is 
calculated  to  arouse  the  sympathies  of  the  apathetic  planter 
as  a  heartfelt  appeal.  It  says: — "  May  their  eyes  at  last  be 
opened,  may  they  see  at  last  what  concord  will  achieve  for 
them,  and  what  they  have  up  to  the  present  forfeited  by 
discord  I  "    Nous  verrons. 

From  another  source  we  learn  that  the  Bandong  quinine- 
works  have  reduced  their  tariff  of  manufacturing  charges 
exclusively  for  the  quinine  to  be  sold  at  the  Batavia  auctions. 
The  new  rates  are  as  follows  : — 
For  bark  containing  : — ■ 

6  per  cent,  or  more,  5f.  per  kilo,  of  quinine. 

4  to  6  per  cent.,  5f.,  plus  5c.  for  every  T\j  per  cent,  under 
6  per  cent. 

4-  per  cent.,  6f. 

3  to  4  per  cent.,  6f.,  plus  10c.  for  every  *fe  'per  cent  under 
4  per  cent. 
3  per  cent.,  7f. 

2  to  3  per  cent.,  7f.,  plus  20c.  for  every  per  cent,  under 
3  per  cent. 

Under  the  old  tariff  the  charges  were  from  6  50f.  per  kilo,  to 
10  50f.,  according  to  the  quinine-content.  The  commission 
charged  for  the  sale  of  the  quinine  has  also  been  reduced  from 
2.\  to  \\  per  cent. 

Mr.  Sidney  B.  Everett,  U.S.  Consul  at  Batavia,  in  a  recent 
report,  deals  with  the  Batavia  auctions,  and  advises 
American  firms  to  at  once  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
now  offered  and  declare  their  independence  of  the  European 
quinine-trust  by  getting  their  product  from  the  source  of 
supply.  He  also  gives  the  names  of  the  following  firms  who 
are  willing  to  send  samples  and  act  as  agents  for  American 
houses :— Erdmann  &  Sielsken,  Muntz  &  Co,  Maclaine, 
Watson  &  Co.,  and  J.  Peet  &  Co.,  all  in  Batavia. 

It  is  quite  apparent  from  the  foregoing  that  it  will  be 
interesting  to  watch  the  result  of  the  first  auctions.  So  far 
as  we  know,  the  Americans  are  likely  to  be  the  |  largest 
buyers,  as  they  are  in  sympathy  with  the  movement. 
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The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prices 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  in  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  B.C.:  December  14. 

ALTHOUGH  business  is  quiet,  as  usual  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  there  is  a  firm  undertone  in  the  drug  and 
chemical  markets,  and  changes  in  an  upward  direction  con- 
tinue. The  feature  of  the  week  has  been  the  advance  in 
quinine  by  the  makers,  and  the  second  hand  market  has 
slightly  responded.  German  refined  camphor,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  been  reduced  by  Id.,  which  fact  caused  a  scare 
among  second-hand  holders  on  the  Hamburg  market,  and 
enabled  one  of  the  principal  operators  to  secure  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  refined  at  lower  rate3.  Higher  prices  are 
now  asked  for  pilocarpine,  eserine,  acd  veratrine,  in  con- 
sequence of  scarcity  of  raw  materials.  The  annual  castorum- 
sales  were  held  yesterday,  when  everything  offered  was  sold 
at  or  after  the  auction,  at  irregular  but  slightly  easier  rates. 
In  crude  drugs  there  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  Sumatra 
and  Palembang  benzoin,  ipecacuanha,  and  gum  tragacanth. 
The  subjoined  table  gives  the  other  changes  of  the  week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Acid,  chromic 
Aloin 
Eserine 
Fenugreek- 
seed 
Oil,  cotton 

Acid,  acetic 
Benzoin 

(Palembang) 
Chamomiles 
Lycopodium 
Oil,  linseed 

Acid,  tartaric 
Ammonia 

sulphate 
Benzols 
Senna  (Alex  ) 

Camphor 

(German) 
Canary-seed 

Oil,  rape 

Oil,  turpentine 

Pilocarpine 

Quinine 

Veratrine 

Among  the  arrivals  of  drugs,  &c,  at  the  principal  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  from  December  7  to  13  (both  inclusive)  are  the 
following: — Aloes  (Cape),  150;  anise,  star,  22;  areca-nuts,  59; 
balsams  (unenum  ),  10  ;  camphor,  1 ;  cardamoms,  6  ;  castor-oil 
(EI.1,  193;  chamomiles,  10;  cinchona,  27;  cocaine  (crude),  12; 
cocoa-butter,  306;  cochineal,  65;  cod-liver  oil,  200  ;  gentian,  30; 
gum  arabic  I  Trieste),  9;  gum  tragacanth,  28;  honey  (Ital.),  20  ; 
iodine,  77;  juniper- berries,  35;  limejuice,  303;  oils,  essential 
(Sicil.),  18  ;  oil,  castor  (Ital.),  51 ;  oil,  cod-liver,  120  ;  oil,  lime,  38  ; 
opium  (Tky.),  16;  opium,  303;  orris  (Ital.),  40;  rhatany,  59; 
saffron,  8 ;  senna,  2 ;  spermaceti,  62  ;  squills,  20  ;  vanillin,  6  ;  wax, 
bees',  (Ital.)  10,  (Fr.)  50,  (unenum.)  113. 

Drug  and  Vanilla  Auctions. 

The  following  dates  have  been  fixed  by  the  London  General 
Produce  Brokers'  Association  for  the  auctions  in  1900 : — Drugs 
(Usual):  January  18,  February  15,  March  15,  April  12,  May  iO, 
June  7,  July  5,  August  2  and  30,  September  27,  October  25,  and 
November  22.  For  goods  not  previously  offered  :  February  1, 
March  1  and  29,  April  26,  May  24,  June  21,  July  19,  August  16, 
September  13,  October  11,  November  8,  and  December  6. 
Vanilla  :  January  10,  February  7,  Blarch  7,  April  4,  May  2  and 
30,  June  27,  July  25,  August  22,  September  19,  October  17, 
November  14,  and  December  12. 

Mincing  Lane  War-fund. 

A  fourth  instalment  of  356Z.  10*.  was  paid  in  to  the 
Mansion  House  on  December  13,  making  a  grand  total  of 
11,454/..  17s.  2rf.,  and  this  virtually  closes  the  collection.  We 
understand  that  there  were  533  donors,  and  tiere  would 
have  been  many  more  bai  the  list  been  opened  earlier,  for 
some  had  given  direct  to  the  Mansion  House  Mincirjg- 
lacians  are  proud  of  the  effort,  and  a3  all  have  worked  web 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  no'  be  occasion  to  reoptn 
the  collection  at  a  later  dats.   Mr.  A.  H.  Rulls,  as  chairman 


of  the  two  meetings  held  at  the  Commercial  Salerooms, 
Mr.  H.  W.  Price  as  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  W.  Green  as 
Secretary,  have  worked  hard,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Devitt, 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lcng  have  been  indefatigable  as 
collectors. 

Japanese  Market. 

Yokohama,  November  2. 

The  market  in  general  is  quiet.  In  import  articles  there  have 
been  several  alterations  since  my  last  report.  Citric  acid  has 
changed  hands  at  about  75  sen  per  lb.  for  20-keg  lots  for  forward 
delivery.  Although  the  price  of  carbolic  acid  in  London  has 
advanced,  the  quotation  here  is  unchanged,  as  this  is  the  dull 
season.  A  good  stock  is  held  here.  Some  speculative  business, 
amounting  to  300  cwt.,  has  been  done  at  from  34i  to  35  sen 
per  lb.  for  34°  to  35s  C.  crystals.  Alcohol  is  quiet  at  15  sen 
per  lb.  for  barrels,  and  16  sen  per  lb.  for  tins  in  wholesale  lots 
Some  capitalist  is  buying  very  quietly  in  anticipation  of  a  serious 
advance  in  the  next  consuming  season,  which  will  begin  in  March 
or  April.  As  no  more  will  bo  imported  while  the  present  duty  lasts 
it  is  quite  certain  that  the  price  will  advance  as  stock  diminishes 
In  Balsam  Peru  some  700  lbs.  has  changed  hands  at  4.20  yen  per 
lb.  Balsam  copaiba  is  quoted  at  97  sen  per  lb.  in  tins.  Owing 
to  cable  advice  from  Europe  cocaine  muriate  sold  at  10.00  yen 
per  oz.  for  100-oz.  lots,  but  later  some  1,000  oz.  which  cost 
7.00  yen  or  so  has  come  to  hand,  and  prices  have  receded. 
A  further  arrival  of  1,000  oz.  is  expected  in  a  fortnight.  As 
no  one  bought  at  the  advanced  price  in  London,  there  will 
be  no  arrivals  until  after  the  end  of  this  month,  when  prices 
will  again  be  raised.  Some  20  cases  of  Cape  aloes  in  2-cwt. 
cases  have  been  sold  at  23.50  to  24.50  per  picul.  Glycer.'n 
is  quiet  at  28  sen  per  lb.  Ipecacuanha  is  very  scarce,  with  small 
sales  at  12.00  yen  per  lb.  Lycopodium  has  advanced  to  95  sen 
per  lb.  Morphine  is  scarce  at  50  yen  per  lb.  Potassium  chlorate 
has  declined  greatly  owing  to  the  advice  that  the  European  Con- 
vention will  come  to  an  end  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Spot  is  quoted 
15.50  yen,  and  some  300  kegs  have  changed  hands  at  15.25  ; 
March-April  delivery  is  quoted  at  14.25  to  14  50  yen  per  cwt. 
Quinine  has  again  advanced,  and  some  7,000  oz.  was  turned  over 
at  between  63  and  60  sen  per  oz.  Holders  now  want  65  sen. 
Hydrochloride  is  very  scarce  at  95  sen  per  oz.  in  100-oz.  tins. 
During  last  month  some  726  oz.  of  Java  quinine  was  imported 
into  Yokohama,  and  asimitar  quantity  also  arrived  to  Kobe  from 
Batavia  via  Hong-Kong,  and  importers  quote  higher  price  than 
German-made.  Soda  caustic  has  advanced,  and  300  drums 
changed  hands  at  5.95  per  picul.  Importers  want  6.25  per  picul. 

In  export  articles  peppermint  oil  is  very  firm.  For  dry  ginger 
there  is  a  gocd  demand,  and  exporters  want  to  buy,  but  holders 
are  generally  in  a  strong  position.  Present  quotation  is  8  60  yen 
to  8.70  yen  per  picul  for  Eushin  first  grade,  and  8.50  yen  to 
8.55  yen  for  second.  Iodine  preparations  have  advanced  owing  to 
scarcity  and  increased  demand,  both  for  home  and  export.  Dur- 
ing the  past  ten  days  500  lbs.  of  iodide  of  potassium  has  been 
exported  to  Hamburg,  and  800  lbs.  to  Hong-Kong,  which  cargo  is 
believed  to  be  for  Europe  via  that  port.  Sulphate  of  copper  is 
quoted  at  4.70  per  picul.  It  is  said  that  some  merchant  is  intend- 
ing to  export  this  article  to  Europe.  Potass  iodide  is  quoted  at 
3.75  per  lb. ;  iodoform  6.00  per  lb. ;  iodine  resublimed  at  4.85  per 
lb. ;  and  crude  at  3.50  per  lb. — all  guaranteed  Ph.  Jap.  II. 

The  Sicilian  Market. 

Messina,  December  8 

Oil  of  Lemon*.— The  work  of  extraction  being  now  at  its 
height,  and  price  having  already  reached  its  lowest  point,  any 
decline  is  highly  improbable,  or  at  any  rate  must  necessarily  be 
very  insignificant.  This  depression  is  partly  owing  to  the  delay 
of  orders  from  the  United  States.  New  oil  for  December  delivery 
and  onwards  is  quoted  at  3s.  2c?.  per  lb.,  c.  and  f. 

Oil  of  Bergamot. — The  new  extraction  has  already  begun, and 
prices  quoted  at  the  present  moment  may  be  said  to  be  excep- 
tionally low.  The  crop  beiDg  abundant  induces  buyers  to  hold 
back  to  a  certain  degree.  Actual  price  for  oil  of  38°  linalool  ester 
is  6s.  6rf.  per  lb.,  c.  and  f. 

Oil  of  Sweet  Orange  has  advanced,  as  was  foreseen  in  the 
last  report  of  October  24.  The  squeezing  of  the  oil  having 
terminated,  there  is,  of  course,  no  possibility  of  further  increase 
in  quantity,  and  prices  are  likely  to  be  sustained.  The  current 
quotation  is  now  6s.  2d.  to  7s.  per  lb.,  c.  and  f. 

Concentrated  Lemon-juice. — The  market  is  firm,  with  an 
upward  tendency.  Actual  quotations  for  ready  shipment  are  14?., 
and  for  January  onwards  13?.  10s.  per  pipe,  c.  and  f.  London. 

American  Market. 

New  YorJt.  December  5. 
Business  is  quieter,  on  account  of  the  aprroidi  of  the  holiday 
Eeason,  together  with  the  preparations  for  the  annual  ttock- 
taking. 

Balsam  Pehu  is  firmer,  stocks  in  f  rs',  1  anda  beinj  exhausted. 
$1.65  per  lb.  will,  however,  wtill  buy. 
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Coca-leaves. — Truxillo  is  selling  at  28c.  to  32c.  per  lb  ,  according 
to  quality.    Eecent  arrivals  of  Huanoco  have  eased  the  market 
for  this  variety,  and  small  packages  can  be  bought  at  30c. 
"per  lb. 

Honey  is  very  scarce,  and  for  prime  white  Californian  Eijc. 
per  lb.  is  asked. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  very  firm,  but  no  advance  has  been  made 
as  yet,  owing  to  the  small  demand.  The  latter  shows,  however, 
signs  of  early  improvement. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  is  in  light  demand  and  easier;  $3.45  to 
,|3  60  is  now  asked. 

Menthol  has  further  advanced  to  $2.90,  at  which  figure  very 
limited  quantities  are  available.  The  tendency  is  upward,  and  as 
high  as  $3.15  is  asked  by  some  holders. 

Opium  is  firmer,  in  sympathy  with  advice  from  Smyrna,  and 
quotations  show  an  advance  to  $3.10  to  $3.15. 

Paraffin  Wax— All  grades  have  advanced  \c.  per  lb. 

Quinine  is  without  interest.  Manufactm'ers  quote  27c.  per  oz. 
for  German,  and  29c.  to  20c.  for  domestic.  Second  hands  quote 
28c. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  firmer,  and  holders  generally  ask 
9c.  per  lb.    Supplies  can  be  had,  however,  at  8|c. 

Sassafras-bark  is  scarce,  and  has  further  advanced  to  10c. 
The  demand  is  good. 

Senega  shows  no  sign  of  weakening,  and  quotations  arc  strong 
at  45c.  to  50c,  according  to  quality. 

Spermaceti  is  in  abundant  supply,  and  can  be  bought  in  bulk 
at  28c.  per  lb. 

Sumbul-root  is  scarce,  and  holders  ask  24c.  per  lb. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  December  12. 
Business  is  very  quiet  here  just  now.    In  consequence  of  the 
very  cold  weather  (10°  Reamur  frost  last  night)  the  small  rivers 
and  canals  are  frozen,  and  the  navigation  into  the  interior  is  now 
closed. 

Aloes  (Cape)  is  firm  and  scarce,  at  65m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Tolu  is  easier,  at  350m.  per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid  is  quiet  and  lower,  at  265m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  very  quiet.    The  factories  have  reduced  ; 
their  prices  to  380m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  second-hand  sellers  now 
ask  3b0m.  per  100  kilos." 

Coca-leaves.— Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  bales  have  arrived 
per  s.s  Itauri. 

Ergot  of  Rye  continues  firm,  good  quality  being  quoted  at 
475m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  very  firm  and  dearer ;  holders  ask  to-day  410m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  also  firm,  at  2Um.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  shows  little  business,  although  the  manufactories 
raised  the  price  to  41m.  per  kilo.,  while  there  are  second-hand 
sellers  at  39m. 

Quillaia-bark.— About    3,0C0    bales  have  arrived  per  s.s. 
Itauri. 

All  essential  oils  are  quiet  and  unchanged  at  the  recent  quo- 
tations. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These  prices  are  for  other  market- centres  than  London,^ 

The  main  features  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  remains 
practically  unchanged  from  the  conditions  mentioned  in  our  late 
reports.  In  the  Tync,  Clyde,  and  Lancashire  centres  a  very 
steady  trade  is  being  done,  and  orders  against  existing  contracts  are 
good.  Stocks  generally  are  only  limited,  and  prices  are  well 
maintained  and  very  firm  at  late  rates. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching- powder  keeps  in  heavy  demand. 
Softwood  casks  on  rails,  61. ;  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  61.  2s.  6d. ;  f.o.b. 
Tyne,  6?.  to  61.  5s.  Caustic  soda  is  practically  unobtainable  for 
prompt  delivery;  prices  remain  unchanged,  but  have  an  upward 
tendency.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  firm,  6/.  5s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.,  in 
7  to  b  cwt.  casks  ;  and  6/.  15s.  per  ton  in  1-ewt.  kegs.  Saltcake 
is  moving  rather  more  freely  at  26s.  to  27s.  per  ton  in  bulk  on 
rails.  In  chlorates,  both  potash  and  soda,  there  is  only  little 
doing,  and  prices  remain  unchanged.  Chlorate  of  potash,  to 
Cfd.  per  lb. ;  chlorate  of  soda,  3ftf.  per  lb. 

Bichromates  are  unchanged.  Potash,  English  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  Z\cl  per  lb.,  less  6J  per  cent. ;  export,  3<Z.  per  lb.  net, 
f.o.b.  Glasgow.  Soda,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  2^d.  per  lb., 
less  6h  per  cent. ;  export,  2\d.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

South  Durham  Salt.— Very  firm,  at  10s.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Tef  s. 

Recovered  Sulphur.— Firm,  and  in  demand  at  4?.  15s.  to  51. 
per  ton  in  bags,  free  on  rails. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  rather  quieter.  Exports  from  Leith 
last  week  amounted  to  547  tons. 

Sulphocyanides  quiet,  at  unchanged  rates.  Potassium,  Id.  ; 
ammonium,  95  per  cent.,  6d.;  and  barium,  95  per  cent.,  Aid. 
per  lb. 

Sal  Ammoniac,— 40?.  and  38?.  per  ton  for  firsts  and  seconds 
Jjspectively, 


Saltpetre. — British  refined,  21s.  and  22s.  per  cwt.  in  barrels 
and  kegs  respectively.    German  barrels,  18s.  2d. ;  kegs,  19s.  6d. 

White  Powdered  Arsenic  is  very  firm,  at  about  19?.  10s.  per 
ton,  ex-ship  Garston, 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Very  steady;  Liverpool,  25?.  lCs. ; 
January-March,  25?.  lCs. ;  Anchor,  25?.  lCs. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes. — Prices  all  round  remain 
firm,  but  the  amount  of  business  passing  is  scarcely  so  good  as 
usual  at  this  time.  Linseed-cakes,  95-per-cent.  pure,  8?.  12s.  6d. 
to  8?.  17s.  6d.  Oilcakes,  7?  10s.  to  7?.  15s.  Cotton-cakes,  best 
makes,  4?.  12s.  6(7.  to  4?.  17s.  6d. ;  and  seconds,  4?.  7s.  6d.  to 
4?.  12s.  6d. 

Nitrate  of  Soda.— Quietly  steady;  ordinary,  7s.  9(7.  to 
7s.  I0hd. ;  and  refined,  8s.  to  8s.  Ihd.  per  cwt. 

Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool,  December  14 
Beeswax.— A  sale  of  about  40  packages  Chilian  has  been  made 

at  7?.  2s.  6(?.  per  cwt.    Stocks  are  now  very  much  reduced. 
Castor  Oil. — East  Indian  remains  very  flat,  with  sales  at  2jjl. 

to  2y^t?,  per  lb.    First-pressure  French  has  sold  at  2id.  to  2ld. 

per  lb. 

Rhatany-hoot. —  There  is  an  arrival  of  59  packages,  which  may 
be  on  the  market  shortly. 

Turpen  rrv-F,  is  quiet  at  57s.  6(7.  per  ewt.  for  American. 

Honey.— Tie  total  stock  in  first  hands  is  about  £0  cases  only. 
Mixed  quality  is  quoted  at  46s,  6rZ.  per  cwt ,  and  fine  pale  liquid 
will  readily  fetch  50s. 

Ginger. — Stocks  of  African  are  reduced.  Sales  of  several  tons 
are  reported  at  25s.  Some  fine  Cochin  bought  in  at  auction  at 
28s.  per  cwt. 

Potashes  are  scarce,  and  held  at  27s.  per  cwt. 

Guinea-grains. — There  are  further  inquiries,  but  stocks  are 
practically  exhausted. 

Cablegrams. 

Hambueg,  December  14,  1 13  p.m.  : — Lycopodium  is  firm 
at  410m.  per  100  kilos.  Quinine  sulphate  in  second-hands 
is  quoted  355m.  per  kilo. ;  and  refined  camphor  is  360xn. 
per  100  kilos. 

*  *  *  ^ 
New  Yobk,  December  14,  3  20  p.m.:  Business  is  quiet. 
Quinine  has  been  advanced  to  30o.  per  oz  ,  while  cinchoni- 
dine  is  easier,  at  26 3.  per  oz.  Beeswax  is  firmer,  at  28§c. 
per  lb. ;  and  ergot  of  rye  is  easier,  at  53 1.  Higher  rates  are 
now  asked  for  podophyllum  root — viz  ,  4|c.  Golden-seal  is 
also  stronger,  at  63c.  per  lb. ;  aDd  for  Mexican  sarsaparilla, 
which  is  a  scarce  article,  12c.  is  wanted. 


London  Markets. 

AciD,  Acetic. —  Quotations  are  unchanged  at  the  conven- 
tion lates  for  small  quantities,  but  makers  refuse  to  book 
orders  for  60  or  60  ton-lots  for  forward  delivery,  unless  at 
2?.  to  3?.  per  ton  higher  rates,  on  account  of  scarcity  of  raw 
material. 

Acid,  Citeic. — Quiet  at  Is.  2\d.  per  lb.  for  B  P.  crystal?. 

Acid,  Oxalic. — Firm.  Makers  are  holding  out  for  3d. 
per  lb.  for  next  year's  delivery,  and  second  hands  offer  at  a 
trifle  less. 

Acid,  Taeiabio.— Easier  at  Is.  Q^d.  per  lb.  for  English 
on  the  spot,  and  llf  <7.  for  foreign. 

Aloes.— For  good  bright  livery  Curacao  higher  prices  are 
asked  since  auction,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  Cape,  from  32s. 
to  35s.  per  cwt.  being  quoted,  and  25s.  for  capey  in  second- 
hands. 

Aloin  has  been  advanced  lately  owing  to  the  rise  in  aloes  ; 
2s.  per  lb.  is  now  the  price. 

Aeeoweoot  steady.  Fair  to  good  St.  Vincents  at  auction 
on  Wediesday  was  bought  in  at  4|d.  to  b\d.  per  lb.,  and 
Bermuda  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. —  Quiet,  with  small  sales  of  fair  almondy  gum 
at  about,  60s.  per  cwt.  Some  parcels  of  fine  from  the  Persian 
Gulf  are  now  on  the  way. 

Benzoin. — There  has  again  been  a  good  demand  since  the 
auctions,  fair  Sumatia  seconds  changing  hands  at  fiom 
6?.  10s.  to  11.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  export.  Penang  has  also 
been  inquired  for,  but  there  is  none  to  be  had.  A  newly - 
imported  parcel  of  Palembang  (31  cases)  of  fine  quality  has 
been  sold  privately  at  a  high  figure.  There  have  been  no 
arrivals  of  benzoin  this  week, 
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CAmphob.—  Oa  Monday  German  refined  was  reduced  to 
Is.  9d.  per  lb  for  ton  lots,  but  it  is  understood  that  refkiers 
are  not  sellers  at  this  figure.  Indeed  it  is  likely  that  the 
next  move  will  be  ia  an  upward  direction,  as  the  principil 
operator  has  secured  a  considerable  quantity  cf  refined  from 
second-hand  at  lower  rates  owing  to  the  reduction  of  the 
official  price.  Meanwhile  Ecglith  refiners  make  no  altera- 
tion.   Crude  is  unchanged. 

The  exports  of  crude  from  Canton  and  Hong-Kong  from 
January  1, 1899,  to  November  10,  have  been  :  — 

1899  1898  1897  1896 

Boxes     ...       12,943        14,482         23,£63  21,165 

Hong-Kong  reports  dated  November  10  report  that  the  fortnight 
under  review  has  been  one  of  the  liveliest  on  record,  and  been 
especially  marked  by  the  fact  that  foreigners  have  bought  freely 
at  advancing  prices,  thereby  relieving  natives  o'f  a  great  portion 
of  their  holdings.  Transactions  amount  to  close  on  8,000  cases, 
which  have  been  done  at  from  $75  to  $86.  The  stock  is  145,000 
-cases. 

Castoeum. — The  annual  public  sales  of  castorum  were 
held  on  Wednesday,  when  1,736  lbs.  and  29  packages  (about 
688  lbs.)  offered  and  sold.  There  was  a  fair  attendance  of 
buyers,  but  prices  were  very  irregular.  Firsts  and  seconds 
were  steady  compared  with  last  December  sales,  but 
ordioary  grades  and  pickings  were  from  9*.  to  10s  lower. 
The  following  prices  were  paid : — Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
Y.F  :  firsts,  75s.  per  lb.;  firsts  and  teconds,  unsorted,  64s. 
to  65s. ;  thirds,  41s.  to  47s  :  pickings,  37s.  to  38s.;  M  R  : 
firsts  and  feconds,  65s. ;  thirds.  40s  to  42s  ;  pickings,  36s. 
Canadian,  firtts  and  seconds,  66s. ;  thirds,  41s.  to  42s  ;  and 
■picking?,  37s.  N  W  :  firsts  and  seconds,  65s.  to  63s. ;  thirds, 
43  s.  to  44s. ;  tickings,  38s.  to  39s. ;  ditto  and  oil  pods  lis. 
per  lb.  S  Figeis  &  Co.'s  sale:  Canadian,  firsts,  59s.  to 
63s. ;  seconds,  39s.  to  41s. :  thirds,  31s.  to  35s. ;  and  pickings, 
5s  to  14s.  per  lb. 

Chamomiles — Sale3  have  been  made  at  a  shade  under 
85s.  perewt.  spot,  and  quotation!  range  from  this  figure  up 
to  113s. 

Cinchona.— Th j  quantity  of  cinchona-birk  offered  a"; 
last  wjik's  auction  at  Amsterdam  was  not  large,  bat  the 
demand  was  gooi,  in  contequence  of  which  the  prices 
were  about  15  pjr  cent,  higher  than  those  paid  at  the 
previous  au<  tion.  Tqs  highest  price  paid  was  8SJc.  per  hal  - 
kilo.  (Is.  5jd.  per  lb.)  for  a  parcel  of  Ledgeriana  batk  con- 
tainiog  10  88  per  cen1;  sulphate  of  quinine  ;  the  lowest  wa=> 
11c.  (Zd.  per  lb.)  for  succirubra  root-bark  with  a  content  of 
1  32  per  cent. 

The  exports  from  Ceylon  for  the  week  ending  November  21 
were  nil,  and  from  January  1  to  November  21  they  wore  : — 
1899  1898  1897  1896 

Lbs   563,177      808,497      644,672  1,231,359 

Cocaine  — Very  firmly  held  at  the  official  rates.  Second- 
hand holders  are  not  at  all  keen  sellers,  and  although  a 
little  might  be  had  at  19s.  Qd.  per  oz.,  20s  is  generally  a'  ked. 

Coca-leaves.— Good  green  Truxillo  are  offered  at  from 
Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4rf.,  and  Huanoco  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.,  spot.  About 
70  bales  have  arrived  this  week,  and  supplies  are  comirg 
along  more  freely  now  into  Hamburg  and  the  United  States. 

Ceeam  op  Taktae.— Quietly  steady,  the  demand  being 
mostly  for  95-per-ceut.  powder,  at  77s.  per  cwt.  First  white 
crydals  are  quoted  74s„  and  powder,  76s. 

Eserine  —Both  sulphate  and  salicylate  have  been  ad- 
\atctd  to  2s.  Qd.  per  gramme.    Pure  is  3s.  Qd.  per  gramme. 

Galls  —  Persian  blue  have  been  in  fair  request  at  70s.  to 
75s.  per  cwt.,  but  80s.  is  now  asked  nominally.  Green  are 
also  scarce  and  firmly  held,  65s.  haviDg  been  paid. 

Gentian  has  been  in  more  inquiry  this  week,  and  a  few 
salsa  have  baen  made  at  13s  to  14s  per  cwt.,  c  i.f.  There 
are  now  no  sellers  at  the  loser  figure. 

Golden  seal —Prices  have  advancad  in  ths  United 
States  to  2s  8d.  psr  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  Ababic.— Quiet.  Good  soft  Soudan  sorts  hive  sold 
at  80s.  per  cwt. ;  and  hard  is  off -rod  at  65s.  to  70s.  In  so- 
called  Persian  insoluble  sorts  a  fair  business  has  been  don-, 
in  picked  at  26s  to  26s.  Qd.  ;  worked  totts  at  21s.  Qd.  ; 
common  unworked,  17s.  Qd.  to  20s.  for  fine;  and  block 
10s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Gamboge.— Quiet.   For  fine  picked  pipe  91.  is 


wanted  ;  and  for  a  parcel  of  fair  b  ig^t  but  blocky  Siam  and 
Saigon  mixed  holders  want  81  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Teagacanth  has  again  been  in  active  demand, 
some  200  to  300  cases  of  Bagdad  qualities  changing  hands, 
mostly  for  the  United  States,  at  full  values,  and  the  market 
has  been  practically  cleared  of  all  grades  of  medium 
qualities  between  Gl.  10s  and  13/.  10s.  p*>r  cwt.  There  are 
further  orders  in  the  market  waiting  execution,  and  a  ship- 
ment is  expected  here  next  week.  The  Bagdad  qualities  are 
likely  to  be  short  this  season,  so  that  buyers  will  have  to 
fall  back  on  Persian  gum.  Of  Bnssora  hog  gum  small  sales 
have  been  made  at  from  60s.  to  £0s.  per  cwt. ;  and  low 
Syrian  has  also  sold  in  a  small  way  at  31s.;  and  fine  at 
38s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha.— Some  20  biles,  mostly  Rio,  have  been 
sold  since  the  auctions  at  unchanged  prices.  Twenty  bales 
of  Cartagena  have  arrived  this  week. 

Ltquoeice-EOOT. — Decorticated  Russian  sticks  are  quoted 
at  29s.  Qd  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  decorticated  cut  from  South 
Europe  at  33s.  to  40s.  Small  sales  of  good  thin  decorticated 
Persian  have  been  made  at  14s.  per  cwt. 

Lycopodium  is  again  higher,  especially  in  Russia,  where 
the  equivalent  of  2s.  per  lb.  is  wanted.  Here  it  is  obtainable 
on  the  sp  t  at  2s. 

Menthol. — The  London  stock  is  now  concentrated  and 
very  firmly  held.  Sales  this  week  have  been  made  at  lis. 
per  lb  c.i.f.,  and  10s.  on  the  spot,  tut  the  principal  holder 
refutes  to  go  on  at  this  figure,  and  requires  lis.,  but  would 
not  sell  quantity  at  this  figure. 

Oil,  Anise,  Stab.— Quiet,  at  6s.  Zd.  per  lb.  spot 
nominally. 

Oil,  Cod-liveb. — Very  quiet,  but  firmly  held,  at  80s.  per 
barrel,  c.i.f.,  with  second-hand  offers  at  75s.  to  77s.  6ci.  ex 
wharf. 

Bergen,  December  9.— The  market  for  non-congealing  cod- 
liver  oil  is  again  firmer,  and  it  is  now  impossible  to  obtain 
anything  below  1S.fi,  per  barrel  f.o.b.  The  exports  from  Bergen 
to  date  are  13,606  barrels  against  7,881  at  the  same  time  last 
year. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Briickner  Erben,  of  Hamburg,  in  his  latest  cod-liver 
oil  report,  states  that  of  the  16,000  cases  recently  arrived  at  that 
port,  the  greater  part  have  been  taken  up  by  consumers. 
Higher  prices  are  asked  from  .Japan,  and  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
offers. 

Oils,  Fixed.—  Rape  is  dearer  at  24s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for 
refined  on  the  spot.  Linseed  firmer,  pipes  being  quoted  at 
21s.  9d.  landed,  and  21s  10J^.  in  barrels.  Cottonseed  lefined 
deirer  at  19s.  Qd.  to  20s.  according  to  make:  fine  Lagos 
Palm  25s.  Qd.    Petroleum,  firm. 

Oil,  Tubpentine.— Dearer,  at  36s.  10|<Z.  to  37s.  per  cwt. 
for  American  on  the  spot.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a 
quantify  of  adulterated  turpentine  on  the  market  at  presen'', 
petroleum  being  the  adulterant  used. 

Opium  has  been  in  fair  demand,  some  40  cases  of  "drug- 
gists" and  manufacturing  descriptions  having  chaDged 
hands  alj  full  values.  Persian  is  also  firm,  but  quiet,  at 
12s  9rZ  to  13s  per  lb.  for  fine. 

Smyrna,  December  1. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  104  cases 
— viz  ,  30  current  and  Karahissar  tale  quale,  at  the  equivalent  of 
8s.  5d.  to  8s.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  74  cases  of  tale  quale,  &c  ,  at  8s.  5d. 
to  8s.  Id.,  c.i.f.  The  principal  buying  was  on  account  of  the 
United  States.  The  arrivals  to  date  have  been  2,239  cases, 
against  1,195  cases  last  year.  The  future  prospects  of  the  drug 
will  depend  upon  what  response  consumers  will  offer  to  late 
advance,  also  to  the  prospects  of  the  winter  sowings.  Reports 
from  the  interior  complain  of  a  want  of  snow  in  order  to  protect 
the  plants.  The  stock  on  the  Smyrna  market  now  consists  of 
1,964  cases  (1,(00  of  which  are  said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  interested 
holders,  whose  object  is  to  raise  prices,  under  any  circumstances), 
and  in  Constantinople  535  cases. 

Constantinople,  December  8. — In  sympathy  with  Smyrna, 
where  American  buyers  have  been  operating  on  a  large  scale  this 
week,  prices  have  been  rising  daily.  Smyrna  closes  film,  at  8s.  6d. 
and  8s.  7ci'.  for  Karahissars,  and  8s.  id.  and  8s.  5c/.  for  Adette. 
This  advance  is,  needless  to  say,  much  appreciated  by  the  Smyrna 
bull  clique,  who  are  doing  their  utmost  to  push  prices  up  still 
further.  Seeing  that  Smyrna  was  going  up  without  their  aid,  and 
that  this  market  was  quiet,  they  instructed  their  agent  here  to 
buy  ten  cases  at  8s.  6d.,  whereas  they  might  easily  have  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  this  quantity  at  8s.  4rf.  or  under.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  bulls  have  taken  advantage  of  a  favourable 
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opportunity  to  further  their  aims,  arid  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
they  hold  close  upon  half  the  Smyrna  stock,  and  that  stocks  in 
general  in  Turkey  are  very  light,  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  they 
will  be  in  a  position  to  raise  values  still  further,  and  keep  them  up 
at  the  higher  level.  The  past  fortnight's  sales  were  as  follows  :— 
66  cases  "Soft,"  at  8s.  6d.  and  9s.  per  lb.  f.o.b.,  and  25  cases 
druggists,  at  8s.  and  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  Market  closes  very  firm, 
and  sellers  scarce, 

Pilocaepine. — The  makers'  quotation  for  nitrate  and 
hydrochloride  has  been  advanced  to  47s.  3d.  per  oz  ,  or  2s. 
per  gramme,  but  there  are  second-hand  offers  at  a  few 
shillings  less,  chiefly  for  100-oz.  lots. 

Podophyllum. — American  make  is  quoted  at  9s.  6^.  per  lb. 
for  B.P.  qaality.  Although  mandrake-root  has  been  higher 
oE  late,  podophyllin  has  not  advanced  in  proportion. 

Potash  bichromate  is  very  firm  at  4Jd.  per  lb.,  London 
terms.    Scotch  makers  are  not  sellers  at  the  moment. 

Quinine.— On  Tuesday  makers  advanced  their  prices  by 
Id.  per  oz  ,  now  Is.  3d.  for  1,000-ez.  lots  of  German  sulphate. 
In  second  hands  the  market  has  been  very  quiet,  with  the 
exception  of  Monday,  when  a  good  business  was  done  at 
Is  2d.  to  Is.  2\d.  per  cz.  for  spot,  and  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  2f<2. 
for  March,  ana  since  then  there  have  been  sellers  at 
Is.  2\d.  spot.  On  Wednesday  only  one  transaction  was 
recorded,  and  that  for  cash  at  Is.  2d.  per  oz.,  with  bujers  of 
March  delivery  at  Is.  2%d.  To-day  the  market  is  firmer 
again  with  a  few  sellers  at  Is.  2\d.,  spot,  and  buyers  at 
Is  2\d.  to  \s.2\d 

The  exports  of  quinine  from  Java  during  August  amounted  to 
404-  cases,  all  of  which  were  shipped  to  London.  From  July  1  to 
August  31,  1899,  the  shipments  were  432  cases,  against  346  cases 
at  the  corresponding  period  of  1898. 

Rhubabb. — Some  70  cases  have  arrived  this  week. 

Sabsapaeilla. — The  arrivals  this  week  are  20  bales  of 
giey  Jamaica  and  15  bales  of  Lima- Jamaica  root.  Spot  sales 
of  Honduras  have  been  made  at  Is.  bd.  for  "all  rolled." 
Mexican  is  in  a  firm  position  at  5d.  per  lb.,  ci  f. 

Sassafeas  baek  — Is  extremely  scare?,  6\d.  per  lb.,  c.i  f., 
is  wanted  for  bark  of  the  root. 

Seeds. — Anise  quiet,  with  small  bu-iness  at  30s.  6^. 
p:r  cwt.  c.i.f.  terms  for  good  Spanish.  Coriander  steady,  a 
parcel  cf  new  season's  Morocco  at  auction  on  Wednesday 
wa3  bought  in ;  12s  being  wanted.  Canary  is  lower  owing 
to  pressure  to  sell ;  common  Turkish  can  be  bought  at  34s. 
per  quarter,  and  gcoi  at  35s.  6d. ;  Spanish  being  very  scarce 
keeps  its  price.  Morocco  Fenugreek  is  dearer,  7s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  being  now  asked. 

Senega  —  Quiet  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Senna  — There  are  a  good  many  inquiries  for  Tinnevelly 
about,  but  little  business.  Alexandrian  senna  is  also  quiet 
and  slightly  easier,  with  small  sales  of  sittings  at  4i2.  per  lb.  ; 
half- leaf  can  be  had  at  Id.,  and  picked  at  9d.,  which  prices 
are  about  \d  lower.  The  demand  from  the  United  States 
has  fallen  off,  buyers  preferring  direct  shipmeLt3. 

Spices. — This  has  been  a  quiet  week  owing  chUfly  to  the 
approach  of  the  (Jhristmas  holidays  and  ths  end  of  the  year. 
The  auctions  on  Wednesday  were  small,  and  there  was 
scarcely  any  demand.  There  was  no  Ginger  offered,  and 
privately  prices  are  steady  with  few  transactions  ;  small  cut 
Cochin  has  been  sold  at  36s.  to  33s.  per  csvt.  Business  of  a 
retail  character  is  doing  in  Japanese  at  24s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Zanzibar  Cloves  are  the  turn  easier,  January- March  delivery 
having  bsen  done  at  3'^d.  per  lb,,  also  March-May  with 
further  buyers.  A  parcel  of  Japan  Chillies  was  bought  iD, 
there  being  no  demand.  Pepper  is  quiet,  but  prices  are 
fairly  steady,  the  statistical  pjsitioa  being  strong.  Fine 
Singapore  white  was  bought  in  at  lid.  per  lb.  Ceylon  sold 
at  83^,  and  Penang  was  bought  in  at  %\d.  per  lb.  Penang 
blacK  was  withdrawn  at  b\d  ,  and  Ceylon  at  6d.  per  lb. 
Singapore  is  worth  5§<Z,  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  6d  to  a.rke 
by  distant  steamer. 

Vanilla. — An  auction  was  held  on  Wednesday  when 
about  1,310  tins  were  offered,  chiefly  Seychelles,  of  good 
quality.  The  demand  was  bruk  and  the  balk  sold  at  full 
rates  to  Is  advance  on  common  kinds  which  were  in  small 
supply,  but  fine  pod  was  from  Is.  6d.  to  3s  lower  compared 


with  the  previous  sales.  The  following  were  some  of  the 
prices  paid  : — 

Seychelles.— Fair  to  good  chocolate,  7  to  84  iriches,  25.s.  Bd. 
to  28s.  per  lb. ;  74  to  8  inches,  25s.  to  27s  ;  7  to  7J  inches,  24s.  to 
25s.  M. ;  6  to  7  inches,  23s.  to  25s.;  54  to  6  inches,  22s.  6d.  to 
24s.;  and  5  to  54.  inches,  22s.  to  23s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Bourbon. — 64  to  7  inches,  24s.  to  25s.  Bd. ;  6  to  64  inches,  23s. 
to  24s.  Bd. ;  and  34  to  54  inches,  21s.  Bd.  to  23s.  6d.  per  lb. 

A  Colonial  Office  report  on  the  trade  of  Mauritius  for  1898 
states  that  the  vanilla  exported  has  declined  in  quantity,  while 
increasing  in  value. 

Veeatbine.— Makers  have  advanced  their  quotations  to 
4s.  8d.  per  cz. ,  with  a  slight  reduction  for  quantity. 


Coming  lEvcnta, 


Tuesday,  December  19. 

Royal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C,  at  8  p.m. 
Captain  W.  de  \V.  Abney  on  "  Negatives  for  Three-colour 
Work." 

Orion  Gymnastic  Club,  Orion  Hall,  Hackney,  at  8  p. nr.  Assault- 
at-arms  in  aid  of  the  Mincing  Lane  Transvaal  War  Fund. 
Tickets  may  be  had  from  Mr.  W.  W.  Green,  25  Mincing 
Lane,  E.C. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  County  Restaurant, 

Bradford.    Children's  evening. 
Chemists'  Aerated.  Mineral  Water  Association  (Limited). — 

Meeting  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  E.C,  at  2  P.M. 
Wellcome  Club  and  Institute.    Congratulatory  dinner  to  Mr. 

Aubrey  T.  Hill  by  the  members  of  the  staff  of  Burroughs, 

Wellcome  &  Co.,  on  his  appointment  as  assistant  manager  of 

the  works  at  Dartford. 

"Wednesday,  December  20. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30.  Mr.  T.  Dunlop 
will  read  papers  on  "  A  Strychnine-mixture  "  and  "  Macera- 
tion Tinctures." 

Boyal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  pm. 
A  review  of  photo-micrographic  methods,  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Spitta. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Great  Western  Hotel, 
Birmingham,  at  9.15.    Social  evening. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (Nottingham  Section),  at  7  r.M. 
Meeting  at  Nottingham. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  at  8.30,  Mr, 
J.  W.  J.  Turner  on  "  Fruits,  Rare  and  Interesting." 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Westboume  Restaurant,  Craven 
Road,  W.,  at  9  P.M.  Discussion  on  the  Companies  Amend- 
ment Bill,  opened  by  Mr.  Walter  Hills. 

Thursday,  December  21 

The  Optical  Society,  7  Crane  Court,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  Meeting. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  P.M. 
"  The  Condensation  of  Glycollic  Aldehyde  and  Formation  of 
a  and  /3  acrose,"  by  Mr.  H.  Jackson ;  "  On  Brasilin  and 
Hematoxylin.  Part  iii.,"  by  Messrs.  A.  W.  Gilbody  and 
W.  H.  Perkin,  jun. ;  "The  Action  of  Alcoholic  Potash  on 
Monobromoglutaric  Ester,"  by  Messrs.  N.  E.  Bowtell  and 
W.  H.  Perkin,  jun. ;  "  Mercurious  Iodide "  and  "  On  the 
Interaction  of  Mercurious  Nitrite  and  Ethyl  Iodide,"  by  Dr. 
P.  C.  Ray. 

Friday,  December  22 

Glasgow  Chemists  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association,  1C0  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15. 
Social  symposium. 


Public  Dispensers'  Association. — A  special  meeting  will  be 
held  at  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C  ,  on  January  3, 
1900,  at  8  P.M.,  to  make  the  necessary  alterations  of  the  rules, 
&c.,  in  accordance  with  the  motion  of  the  late  Poor-law  Dispensers' 
Association,  and  election  of  officers.  The  Association  has  made 
St.  Bride's  Institute  its  headquarters,  and  will  hold  meetings 
there  on  January  3  and  31,  February  28,  March  28,  and  April  25. 
All  public  dispensers  are  invited,  and  further  information  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  G.  F.  Forster,  Shuttleworth 
Club,  Fye  Foot  Lane,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 

Medical  Aid  foe  Soldiees'  Families. — The  British 
Medical  Journal  of  to-day  says  a  circular  has  been  issued  to 
the  Secretaries  cf  all  branches  cf  the  British  Medical 
Association  in  the  United  Kingdom  inviting  them  t) 
organise  a  scheme  of  gratuitous  medical  attendance  on  the 
families  of  soldiers  and  sailor3  in  South  Africa.  Many 
branches  have  already  expressed  thcm;elve3  in  favour  of  the 
movement. 


